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Chicago cardinal visits Dome of Rock 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AP) — Carefully placing his shoes 
alongside dozens of others piled around the entrance, me car dinal 
of Chicago stepped into Jerusalem’s Dome of the Rock Sunday. 
“What I think w important b that there be peace, so that no matter 


S'- 


leafing a 15-membcr delegation of Jews and from 

Chicago aimed at fostering dialogue between die two communi- 
ties. “When we are bade home, we think our religions are so 
different,” he said after leaving the gold-topped shrine. “But here 
in Jerusalem, we see that we really have common roots.” Cardinal 
Bernards, who arrived last Tuesday, said the most moving part of 
his visit so for was his walk through along the Via Dolorosa along 
the route used to reenact the events of Christ’s crucifixion. 
Cardinal Bemardin has also toured Bethlehem in the occupied 
West Bank and visited the Church ol the nativity. On Tuesday he 
is to meet Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat in Gaza. 
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Bahrain, U AE ministers arrive 

AMMAN (Petra) — Bahraini Minister of Trade and 
Agriculture Habib Ahmad Qassem, who is also head of the 
Arab Organisation for Agricultural Development’s 
(AO AD) executive board, armed here Sunday on several- 
day official visit to Jordan to take part in the AOAD’s third 
executive board session which starts here today (Monday). 
.Mr. Qassem was received upon arrival by Agriculture 
TSSmster Mansour Ben Tanf. United Arab Emirates 
Miifirtfcr of Agriculture and Fisheries Said A1 Raqbani also 
arrive^nere Sunday to take part in the AOAD’s meetings. 
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| King vows all help to bridge 
| Israeli- Palestinian differences 

y HM, in speech at Los Angeles World Affairs Council, 
y says fight against poverty, unemployment is vital 
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LOS ANGELES (Agencies) 
— His Majesty King Hussein 
has said there were “grave 
difficulties” in negotiations 
between Israel and the 
Palestinians and vowed to 
help the parties work out 
their differences. 

At a speech in Los 
Angeles, King Hussein said: 
“In spite of many grave diffi- 
culties, the Palestinian-IsracH 
negotiations continue. We 
.pray for their success. 

“And I would reiterate 
Jordan’s commitment to 
work with all parties con- 
cerned at all levels to help 
bring about a successful con- 
clusion to the various compo- 
nents of the peace process,” 
he said. 

King Hussein told the Los 
Angeles World Affairs Coun- 
cil, a civic group made up of 
businessmen and local politi- 
cians, that Jordan was com- 
mitted to the spread of peace 
throughout the Middle East, 
and not just between Israel 
and its neighbours. 

King Hussein and Her 
Majesty Qneen Noor 
attended a lunch banquet in 
their honour hosted by the 
World Affairs Council at the 
Beverly Hilton Hotel. King 

Panel studies 
antiquities law 

AMMAN (Petra) — A com- 
mittee entrusted with prepar- 
ing for a workchop on 
amending the Jordanian anti- 
quities law held a preliminary 
meeting at the Royal Society 
for the Conservation of Na- 
ture (RSCN) on Sunday. The 
committee members discus- 
sed issues to be discussed at 
the workshop which will be 
held in April. They reviewed 
a draft law on antiquities and 
heritage prepared by Khair 
Yassin, dean of the faculty of 
arts at the University of Jor- 
dan and professor of oriental 
history and archaeology. 
Friends of archaeology Socie- 
ty member Issa Sbahin said 
the draft will be presented to 
the government’s concerned 
departments for study and 
approval in view of the dire 
need for a law encompassing 
antiquities and heritage. 

Hlzbollah refects 
dialogue with U.S. 

BEIRUT (R) — HizboOah, 
the main group trying to dis- 
lodge Israel from southern 
Lebanon, on Sunday rejected 
the possibility of dialogue 
with Washington and called 
for a pan-lslamic boycott of 
the United States. “We’ve 


dialogue between the U.S. 
government and Hizbollah,” 
the party’s leader, Sheikh 
Hassan NasraUah, said. “Let 
all know that we reject any 
dialogue or any form of con- 
tacts with the United States. 
We are convinced that the 
United States is the great 
Satan and the foremost 
enemy of Islam,” Sheikh 
Nasrallah added. 


- \ 37 Egyptians held In 
; . anti-Israel protests 

CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian 
' V police have arrested 37 mili- 
fonts and tortured many of 
them for protesting against 
. Israel’s participation in the 
- Cairo Fair, the Nasserite 
\ Arab Democratic Party said 
Sunday. Most were detained 
Wednesday and Friday dnr- 
? \; ing demonstrations at a Cairo 
university and fair itself, said 
• the party. The Nasserites, 
named after late President 
; Jamal Abdul Nasser, re- 
leased a list of the 37 people. 
V. who included Islamic activ- 
: lists, Marxists and other left- 
wingers, “The Egyptian peo- 
■ V pie refuses all normalisation 
/ v with the Zionists,” Nasserite 
Party General Secretary Di- 

- aeddm Daoud told a press 
' ' conference. 


Hussein gave the keynote 
address and later answered 
questions from the audience. 

Mr. Eli Broad, the chair- 
man of the council, intro- 
duced the King as a man who 
has “never ceased to impress 
his many admirers in shaping 
the destiny of his country and 
of the people of Jordan.” 

He praised the King for 
“removing the people of Jor- 
dan from the devastating sha- 
dow of war” by his bold 
decision to sign a peace treaty 
between Jordan and Israel. 

Asked what would happen 
should Iraq become involved 
in hostilities with its neigh- 
bours, the King said: “We 
will never support hostilities 
between Iraq and its neigh- 
bours. We will never allow 
the occupation of Kuwait.” 

King Hussein said one of 
the major problems facing 
the Middle East in its quest 
for peace was poverty and 
uncertainty among its peo- 
ples. 

“Years of conflict have 
shattered the economies of 
the Middle East. The massive 
burdens of defence have 
wasted our human and mate- 
rial resources. Furthermore, 
chronic instability has pre- 


vented real development 
from touching the daily lives 
of our people,” be said. 

The result, he added, was 
“poverty, unemployment and 
uncertainty as to what the 
future may hold.” 

He said the private sector 
must be allowed to operate 
freely in the region if domes- 
tic and foreign investment 
was to breathe new life into 
its exhausted economy. 

King Hussein is scheduled 
to meet with President Bill 
Clinton Monday in Washing- 
ton. The two last met during 
foe peace treaty signing on 
the Jordanian-Israeu bonier 
on Oct. 26. 

King Hussein Friday was 
awarded a peace medal by 
the Simon Wiesenthal Centre 
in Los Angeles, the first time 
an Arab leader has been so 
honoured by the influential 
organisation. 

In his speech on Saturday, 
King Hussein stressed Jor- 
dan’s unswerving commit- 
ment to a just, balanced and 
comprehensive peace in the 
region. By providing an 
“umbrella” for the joint 
Jordanian-Paiestim an delega- 
tion to the Madrid confer- 
ence. Jordan facilitated the 


way for the Palestinians to 
engage in the bilateral and 
multilateral negotiations with 
Israel. 

In September 1993, the 
Palestinians and the Israelis 
signed the Oslo agreement, 
which was followed by the 
Cairo accord, more widely 
known as the “Gaza-Jericho 
first.” The King reiterated 
Jordan’s commitment to 
assist all parties concerned to 
successfully conclude the 
peace process. 

Regarding Jordan’s treaty 
with Israel, which is based on 
U.N. Resolution 242, King 
Hussein expressed his pride 
in Jordan’s restoration of all 
of its territorial and water 
rights. However, he stressed 
that the challenge of peace 
building lies in creating 
optimal conditions that will 
replace the painful legacy of 
47 years of conflict, wanting 
that the forces of radicalism 
opposing the peace process 
will “find a fertile soil in 
discontent and hopeless- 
ness.” 

To combat them is to 
“fight against poveity. unem- 
ployment and soda! exdu- 

(Continned on page 7) 


Aziz rejects U.N. draft 
on limited oil exports 


Washington seeks to free 
Americans sentenced to jail 


BAGHDAD (Ageudes) — 
Iraq on Sunday rejected a 
draft U.N. resolution aimed 
at allowing Baghdad to sell $1 
billion worth of oil every 
three months to help it buy 
food and medicine for its 
people. 

Iraq also pledged defiance 
against die United States in 
virulent press attacks, but re- 
mained silent on the jailing of 
two Americans announced by 
Washington. 

The daily A1 Thawra, the 
mouthpiece of the ruling 
Baath Party, wrote: “Amer- 
ica believes it can rule the 
world but Iraq will never bow 
down.” 

“America is more and 
more impotent and its in- 
terference in the region 
proves to people that it is 
only seeking to protect its 


own interests,” said Babel 
newspaper, run by President 
Saddam Hussein’s son Uday. 

There was no reference to 
an announcement by the 
U.S. State Department that 
two Americans had been 
jailed for eight years for 
“illegal entry ,r into Iraq. 

* The State Department said 
that it was trying through 
diplomatic channels to secure 
the release of William Bar- 
loom and David Daliberti. 

The White House said that 
it planned to work chiefly 
outside the United Nations 
for the release of the two 
Americans sentenced to eight 
years in prison for illegally 
entering Iraq. 

“This is a matter, I think, 
that is better served in terms 

Of handlin g it through di- 
plomatic channels on a pri- 


vate basis, not before the 
United Nations,” White 
House Chief of Staff Leon 
Panetta said on the NBC TV 
programme “Meet the 
Press.” 

The State Department said 
Saturday that Iraq had sent- 
enced Mr. Barioon and Mr. 
Daliberti each to eight years’ 
imprisonment for illegally en- 
tering Iraq after they strayed 
from Kuwait across the 
badly-marked demilitarised 
zone. 

Mr. Panetta steered clear 
of tying the Americans' re- 
lease to the tinting of any 
future decision to lift U.N. 
economic sanctions dating to 
the 1991 Gulf war. 

“Fm not going to comment 
at all on any kmd of condi- 
tions here with regards to 
these two. These two made 
an innocent mistake. They 
should be released,” be said. 

Mr. Panetta added that the 

(Continued on page 3) 


Algerian offensive killed 
more than 600 — report 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — An 
Algerian newspaper reported 
Sunday that a government 
offensive against militants 
had left more than 600 people 
dead, twice as high as pre- 
vious estimates of the toll. 

The paper, Le Soir, quoted 
what it called reliable 
sources. 

Another newspaper, A1 
Watan, said Saturday that 
more than 300 fundamental- 
ists had died in the air and 
ground operation which be- 
gan a week ago and was 
conducted Sunday in the ’Ain 
Defla region, 150 kilometres 
west of Algiers. 

The government has re- 
fused to confirm or deny tine 
offensive. 

The Algerian press is call- 
ing it the army’s biggest 
offensive since an insurrec- 
tion aimed at ousting the 
military-backed government 
I was launched in January 1992 
following the cancellation of 
elections an Islamic party was 
poised to win. 

Le Soir said elite army 
troops backed by helicopters 
attacked 1,000 men belong- 
ing to the Armed Islamic 
Group, the most radical of 
the fundamentalist organisa- 
tions fighting the govern- 
ment. The paper said these 
men were in 'Ain Defla for a 


meeting of their movement. 

Some who escaped the car- 
nage were surrounded in de- 
nse forest at the weekend and 
“have practically no chance 
of escaping the Algerian 
army special forces,” said La 
Tribune, another Algerian 
daily. 

Algerian commentators 
said me fact that the news- 
papers were allowed to carry 
the reports appeared to be 
tacit official confirmation of 
the operation. 

Algeria’s military-backed 
authorities rigorously control 
what security issues can be 
carried by the country’s 
media and neither newspaper 
mention army casualties in 
the battle against well-armed 
militants. 

Meanwhile, two girls, aged 
15, have been kidnapped 
from school in the westerr city 
of Oran, two weeks after 
another teenager was grab- 
bed from school and had her 
throat slit by suspected Mus- 
lim fundamentalists. 

The Algerian newspaper 
Uberte said on Sunday two 
men dragged the girls during 
the week from A1 Kerma 
college, as other pupils 
screamed in protest, and 
pushed them into a van. 

They have not beat seen since. 

At least 12 Algerian 


women have been killed in 
the past three weeks, includ- 
ing 15-year-old, Fatima 
Ghodbane, whose body was 
dumped only metres from her 
school, south of Algiers. 

Earlier this month, security 
forces said 112 women were 
killed, 12 wounded and 28 
kidnapped and raped be- 
tween August 1993 and last 
December. 

La Tribune said on Sunday 
that tiie killing of women had 
caused conflict between the 
two main armed groups fight- 
ing to temple the authorities. 

La Tribune quoted a state- 
ment from the regional lead- 
ership of the Islamic Salva- 
tion Army (AIS) damning 
the rival armed Islamic 
Group (GIA) for “barbarous 
acts against women, kidnap- 
ped and raped, (and) consi- 
dered as war captives.” 

The GIA, considered more 
ruthless than the AIS, had 
“disarmed some AIS mem- 
bers and ■threatened them with 
death,” the newspaper said. 

It added that the rivalry 
between the two would at 
least help the security forces 
in their battle against the 
Islamists. 

In Abu Dhabi, an Algerian 
minister said on Sunday bis 

(Continued on page 7) 







8ft Jk 


Their Majesties King Hussein and Queen Noor with U-S. 
actor Arnold Schwarzuegger and his wife broadcast jour- 

Israel says Palestinian 
poll date can be met 


JERICHO (Agencies) — An 
Israeli negotiator said on 
Sunday that the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
and Israel could meet a July 
1st deadline to conclude an 
accord on elections of a 
Palestinian council in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

“We can complete the job 
on elections by July,” said 
Yoel Singer after meeting 
Palestinian negotiator Saeb 
Erekat. 

Dr. Erekat told reporters 
progress was made last 
month when the tides moved 
from months of exchanging 
papers to joint drafting of an 
election accord. But he said 
there were still key gaps. 

"There are several points 
on which we differ such as 
participation of Palestinians 
in Jerusalem in elections, 
agreed supervision; and the 
number of seats in the 
Palestinian council,” Dr. 
Erekat said. 

To break an impasse on 
next stages of the 1993 in- 
terim PLO-Israel peace deal 
originally slated for last July, 
the tides set July 1st as a 
dealine for agreement on 
elections, Israeli troop rede- 
ployment in the West Bank, 
and security arrangements. 

Mr. Singer and Dt. Erekat, 
chief negotiators, met for 
three hours in the West Bank 
Palestinian self-rule enclave 
of Jericho on Sunday ahead 
of the next round of negotia- 
tions in Cairo on Tuesday. 

They told reporters that 
talks on Tuesday would focus 
on the structure of the 
Palestinian council to be 
elected. 

Dr. Erekat said Israel was- 
insisting East Jerusalem resi- 
dents could not run and 
would only agree on a 25-seat 


Counril, whereas the Palesti- 
nians want a 10O-seat council. 

Mr. Singer said earlier: 
“Fm going to meet Saeb Ere- 
kat to consider the presence 
of international observers 
who would come from 
around the world, including 
Jordan, Egypt and Israel,” he 
said. 

PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat, who is expected to 
remain in Jericho until 
Wednesday, toured the oasis 
city on Saturday when he told 
residents that the “Palesti- 
nians are ready to hold elec- 
tion after the withdrawal of 
Israel troops.” 

Meanwhile, the PLO is de- 
manding a halt to Israel trade 
restrictions and “confisca- 
tion” of Palestinian tax re- 
venues which threaten to 
sabotage their peace deal, a 
senior Palestinian official 
said. 

Khaled Salam, Mr. Ara- 
fat's economic adviser, said 
the financially-strapped 
Palestinian self-rule authority 
would reject normalisation of 
trade between Israel and 
Arab states because of Israeli 
punitive measures. 

Israel sealed off the Gaza 
Strip and West Bank in Janu- 
ary following militant attacks 
which killed scores of 
Israelis. The closure restricts 
the entry of Palestinian 
labourers into Israel and 
Emits mutual trade. 

Mr. Salem told Reuters: 
’The continuation of the 
Israeli government’s unjusti- 
fied measures by imposing 
security conditions on the 
Palestinian economy might 
lead to destruction of the 
whole political process.” 

He said the Israelis were 
preventing the passage of 

(Continued on page 7) 


nrfto Maria Schriver at- the Simon Wiesenthal Centre (AFP 
photo) • 

Rabin, Netanyahu 
in war of words 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin has launched an 
attack of unprecedented 
ferocity on the right-wing 
Likud Party, prompting 
opponents to suggest be has 
“lost his head” after a new 
setback in opinion polls. 

Mr. Rabin, who heads the 
Labour Party, accused bis 
main political rivals of “poli- 
tical collaboration” with 
Palestinian extremists, in an 
interview published in the 
Yediot Aharonot daily Sun- 
day. 

The Islamic Resistance 
Movement, Hamas, and Isla- 
mic Jihad “hope that Likud 
will provoke the suspension 
of negotiations between 
Israel and the Palestinians” 
every time they carry out an 
attack. Mr. Rabin said. 

“The terrorists and Likud 
have a shared political in- 
terest — to end the peace 
process." 

Mr. Rabin’s accusations 
echoed his condemnation of 
Likud on state television Fri- 
day. 

“With cadi terrorist attack 
Likud blames the govern- 
ment and not the killers, 
which can only encourage 
farther terrorism,” Mr. 
Rabin said. 

Liknd leader Benjamin 
Netanyahu retorted Sun- 
day that Mr. Rabin had “lost 
his head.” 

"Under pressure from 
opinion polls the prime 
minriter is trying to make 
people forget the failure of 
his policies and attacks the 
opposition rather than fight- 
ing terrorists,” Mr. Netany- 
ahu told college students in 
Tel Aviv. 

The independent daily 
Haaretz said Sunday that Mr 


Rabin’s offensive had been 
meticulously planned to try 
to take some of the wind out 
of Mr. Netanyahu’s sails as 
he forged ahead in opinion 
polls. 

The latest survey published 
Sunday showed that Mr. 
Rabin would lose to Mr. 
Netanyahu if general elec- 
tions were held now, winning 
jnst 40 per cent of the vote to 
the Likud leader’s 60 per 
cent. 

Seventy-one per cent of 
Israelis are also “unhappy” 
with the performance of Mr. 
Rabin’s government, accord- 
ing to the survey of 1,220 
Israelis by the Jaffe Institute 
of Strategic Studies at Tel 
Aviv University. 

The survey’s results were 
greatly influenced by a wave 
of Muslim suicide' bombings 
wind) have killed 68 Israelis 
since the launch of Palesti- 
nian self-rale in Gaza and 
Jericho to May, the institute 
said. 

In a January opinion poll 
23 per cent of Israelis said 
they would vote for Mr. 
Rabin compared with 25 per 
cent for Mr. Netanyahu. 

In November Mr. Rabin 
was seven points ahead of his 
right-wing rival, with 29 per 
cent of the votes. 

Support for the September 
1993 autonomy accord with 
the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) dropped 
to 36 per cent with an equal 
proportion against. A survey 
conducted by the thinktank a 
year earlier showed the 
accord was favoured 43 to 32 
per cent. 

A majority of 53 per cent 
favor talks with the PLO, but 
the percentage was off from 

(Continued on page 7) 


Kurds defiant in face of Turkish push 


ENZE, Iraq (Agencies) — 
Kurdish rebels hiding near 
the northern Iraqi village of 
Enze said Sunday the Turkish 
army had failed to destroy 
their camps or surround their 
positions m a massive opera- 
tion involving 35,000 troops. 

“The Turkish troops can 
never Surround us complete- 
ly. The terrain b too hilly, 
difficult, unknown for them,” 
an offidal of the separatist 
Kurdish Labour Party (PKK) 
told AFP. 

Around 400 PKK fighters 
are living in a camp near 
Enze, in mountains 30 
kilometres south of the Iraqi- 
Turkish border, villagers 
said. 

Their checkpoint along a 
rough, muddy road is so well- 
hidden that visitors need a 
village guide to find it 

Iraqi Kurdish inhabitants 
of Enze have fled since Tur- 
kish troops backed by armour 
and warplanes swept across 
the border last Monday to 
root out PKK rebels. 

But the Turkish Kurds, 
men and women, remained in 


their camp and defiantly re- 
jected Ankara’s claims to 
have trapped the PKK. 

General Hasan Kundakd, 
Turkish commander, said 
Saturday his army had totally 
destroyed 25 PKK camps and 
killed 168 guerrillas since the 
operation began. 

Military strategists said 
Sunday the army had sealed 
off an area of around 8,400 
square kilometres in northern 
Iraq and ready to dose in on 
the rebel Kurds. 

“Turkey tries to intimidate 
us with their war propaganda 
but we’re well informed ab- 
out the fighting,” said the 
PKK camp official, sitting on 
a rotten mattress in an aban- 
doned house in Enze. 

“It’s silly of Turkey to 
claim that they have des- 
troyed 25 of our camps be- 
cause we never stay long in 
any camp. We have about 
1,000 camps in the border 
region which change their 
location continuously.” 

He said PKK fighters could 
still move freely between the 
border town of Zakho held 


by Turkish troops and the 
eastern border with Iran. 

Meanwhile, the United 
Nations on Sunday evacuated 
more than 1,000 Turkish 
Kurd refugees, most of them 
women and children, out of 
the line of fire as Turkey 
pressed its anti-rebel drive in 
northern Iraq. 

A convoy of 40 trucks and 
minibuses, protected by U.N. 
guards, arrived at the A trash 
refugee camp from the Iraqi 
border town of Zakho, 100 
kilometres by road to the 
north. 

Some vehicles spluttered to 
a halt as they moved through 
steep mountain passes in the 
four-hour trip but, there was 
no sign of me Turkish sol- 
diers the refugees fear. 

The Kurds, many of whom 
said they had already fled 
heavy-handed tactics by Tur- 
kish security forces fighting 
PKK rebels last year, un- 
loaded possessions — includ- 
ing chickens and sheep — on 
arrival. 

(Continued on page 7) 


League decries 
Turkish push 

THE ARAB League, 
chided by Iraq for its si- 
lence on Turkey's incur- 
sion into northern Iraq, 
denounced the campaign 
Sunday as a breach of 
international sovereignty. 
Nabil Nejm, Iraq’s repre- 
sentative to file Arab 
League, had criticised it 
for railing to condemn the 
invasion. 

“What is the Arab pod* 
tion on the threats to 
Arab national security?” 
Mr. Nejm asked in a 
statement issued last 
week. 

The 22- nation league 
has been bogged down by 
disputes, particularly over 
the Gulf war when .most 
members opposed Iraq. 

Its statement Sunaay 
denounced the Turkish in- 
vasion, calling it ”a 
breach of the principles of 
international law." 
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Torture on rise 
in Palestinian jails, 
rights groups warn 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — Drag 
deaknra and alleged Israeli 
informers are increasingly 
subjected to beatings and tor- 
ture during interrogation in 
Palestinian jails, human 
rights activists say. 

Interrogators do not use 
torture systematically, they 
say, bat have resorted to it 
more and more since a dash 
between Palestinian police 
and Mamiets that left 13 peo- 
ple dead last November 18. 

Palestinian - authorities 
blamed Israeli “collabor- 
ators" for triggering the vio- 
lence in an attempt to ignite a 
civil wax. 

Gaza police hauled in 
known informers after a Nov. 
2 car bomb killed Ham Abed, 
a leader of foe Islamic Jihad 
group. The authorities 
blamed Israel. 

Since foe killings, com- 
plaints of torture during in- 
terrogation have risen, said 
Ahmad Sayyad, a lawyer 
with the Mandela Institute 
for Political Prisoners, based 
in the Israeli-occupied West 
Bank town of RamaDab. 

‘The information we have 
is that it is being used espe- 
cially on collaborators and 
drug dealers,’* he said. 

‘There is torture, it is prac- 
tised widely,” said Mazen 
Shakknr of the Gaza Centre 
for Rights and Law, a human 

rights or ganisatio n nfRKnt-H 
to the Geneva-based Interna- 
tional Commission of Jurists. 

Palestinian police have tor- 
tured two Palestinians to 
death — one, an alleged in- 
former, in the autonomous 
enclave of Jericho in January 
and another in Gaza last July. 
None of the o ffi cers involved 
have been punished, reports 
say. 

Mr. Shakknr said the cen- 
tre was handling about seven 
cases of torture. 

“The prosecution only 
finds out if a family com- 
plains.” but relatives of sus- 
pected collaborators are 
usually afraid to talk,” Mr. 
Shakkur said. 

Police sources said in a 
recent wave of arrests in 
southern Gaza, interrogators 
beat suspected collaborators 
unconscious, leaving blood- 
stains' on the walls of inter- 
rogation rooms. 


An alleged drug dealer, 
Ayad Abu Shaluf, was left 
hanging by his feet for weeks 
in a prison cell, said a friend, 
who requested anonymity. 

He said the attorney gener- 
al had agreed to allow Mr. 
Abu Sham's family to visit 
him in jail, but security offic- 
ers still prevented them from 
seeing him. 

Attorney General Kbakd 
A1 Qudra said “torture is 
banned, and if I receive 
complaints I look into them.” 

Former Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) 
spokeswoman Hanan Ashra- 
wi, who heads the Palestinian 
Independent Commission for 
Citizen’s Rights, commented 
that while torture allegations 
had risen recently, “I can’t 
conclude that it is systema- 
tic.” 

However, she charged 
Israel with “systematically 
attempting to recruit people 
in the autonomous areas to 
work as agents.” 

According to Dr. Asfarawi 
and foe Gaza Centre’s Shak- 
kur, political detainees are 
spared heavy-handed 
methods, and are barely even 
questioned, let alone 


These include several 
dozen members of Hamas, 
die Islamic Resistance Move- 
ment and foe smaller Islamic 
Jihad as well as the leftist 
Democratic Front for the Li- 
beration of Palestine. 

Islamic Jihad leader 
Abdullah Shami, held for 
more than a month, told 
lawyers visiting him in jaQ 
that be bad not been ques- 
tioned at any point daring his 
detention, Mr. Shakknr said. 

The first cases to go soon 
before a new military court 
are expected to be alleged 
collaborators, and not anti- 
Israeli militants. 

The state security court, 
which has military judges and 
prosecutors, was created last 
month by FLO chief Yasser 
Arafat amid heavy Israeli 
pressure to rein in mutants in 
bis self-rule areas after 
a string of suic i de bombings. 

Rights groups have 
dunged Israel with systemati- 
cally torturing Palestinian 
suspects. 


Yousef suspected of role 
in bombing in Mashad 


KARACHI (AFP) — Ramzi 
Ahmad Yousef, accused of 
masterminding the 1993 
World Trade Centre bomb- 
ing, may also be linked to a 
bomb blast in Iran last year 
which left 25 people dead, a 
police report received here 
Sunday said. 

The report, obtained here 
by AFP, also revealed details 
of an failed plot to loll Pakis- 
tan’s Prime Minister Benazir 
Bhutto. 

Yousef was named as the 
man who carried out foe 
bombing in Mashad, by 
Abdul Sfaakoor who was 
arrested in the northern 
Pakistani city of Peshawar 
this month, along with five 
other men suspected of in- 
volvement in the blast. 

All six — three Sudanese, 
two Pakistanis and one man 
who is believed to be Iranian 
— are thought to be associ- 
ates of Yousef. 

Yousef was extradited 
from Pakistan to the United 
States in connection with the 
1993 New York bombing last 
month. In a statement re- 
leased through his New York 
lawyer on Friday, Yousef 
acknowledged be was an “ex- 
plosives expert.” 


The report detailing Sha- 
koor’s interrogation by police 
in the northwestern Pakistani 
city of Peshawar, in which be 
claimed that Yousef’s 
brother, Abdnl Muneem, 
had told him that Yousef was 
’’responsible for that 
(Mashad) Mast.” 

A total of 25 people died 
and 70 others were injured in 
foe blast at Imam Reza’s 
mausoleum in the dty last 
June. 

No further details of the 
allegations were immediately 
available and Peshawar 
police refused to comment. 

Muneem, according to 
Sbakoor, lives in the south- 
western Pakistani city of 
Quetta. 

The report also gave de- 
tails of a 1993 plot to assassin- 
ate Ms. Bhutto. It alleged 
that Yousef was doe to carry 
out the attack, bat was pre- 
vented from doing so after 
one of his eyes and his hand 
were injured when explosives 
he was handling detonated 
suddenly. 

Two other men also be- 
lieved to be associates of 
Yousefs were detained tins 
week in this southern port 
city of Karachi, police said. 


Turkish 

incursion 

into Iraq 


A COLUMN ofTuifcfeh 
soldiers return to base 
after dose combat with 
PKK (Kurdish Labour 
Party) r eb els in north- 
ern ITnq. The comman- 
der . of the Turkish 

forces. General Hasan 
Kmdakfi, said Satur- 
day that afi Kurdish 
separatist camps in 
northern Iraq have 
been destroyed and 168 
Kurds killed since the 
incursion began six 
days ago (see page one) 
(AFP photo) 



‘Second-class medicines 
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Algeria foreign minister 
urges Arab solidarity 


Lebanese farmers: U.N. not 
helping eliminate drug fields 


KUWAIT (Agencies) — 
Algerian Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Salah Dembri on 
Saturday called on Arab 
countries to mend ties which 
were raptured by the 1990-91 
Gulf crisis. 

“We now need an Arab 
World that renews the 
method of common Arab 
work,” Mr. Dembri said in 
Kuwait on the first visit to the 
emirate by an Algerian offi- 
cial since Iraq’s 1990 invar 
non. 

“The preservation of the 
status of the Arab World 
within the new world 
order requires of us to over- 
come all differences and to 
walk forward with a new vi- 
sion,” Mr. Dembri told a 
news conference. 

“This is the message that 
we wish to convey to all those 
who care about the joint des- 
tiny (of Arabs),” be said be- 
fore he left Kuwait for the 
United Arab Emirates. 

Kuwait's ties with most 
North African states, includ- 
ing Algeria, were strained by 
what the emirate regarded as 
their sympathy for Iraq dur- 
ing the crisis. 

Before foe invasion. North 
African stales': were reci- 
pients ofjarge Kuwaiti de- 
velopment assistance. Kuwait 
stopped or curtailed the 
assistance after its 1991 li- 
beration. 

The seven-month 1990-91 
Iraqi occupation of Kuwait 
divided Arabs into those who 
supported a U.S.-led coali- 
tion that ousted Iraqi troops 
from the emirate and those 
who opposed it. 

“What matters is bow to 
treat these wounds and build 
for the joint future, because 
we have to co-exist...,” Mr. 
Dembri said. 

He refused to comment on 
Kuwaiti demands for recon- 
ciliation with Iraq’s friends, 
which include condemning 
the invasion and using their 
ties with Baghdad to secure 
the release of some 600 peo- 
ple who Kuwait says are held 
by Iraq. Baghdad denies the 
charge. 

Mr. Dembri said he deli- 
vered a letter from Algerian 
President Liamine Zeronal to 
Kuwaiti Emir Sheikh Jaber 
A! Ahmad A1 Sabah and held 
talks with Prune Minister 
Sheikh Saad A1 Abdullah AI 
Sabah and Foreign Minister 
Sheikh Sabah Ai Ahmad Al 
Jaber Al Sabah on economic 
cooperation. 

French policy denounced 

To cries of “a visa equals a 
life,” some 3,000 people de- 
monstrated Saturday against 
France’s visa policy towards 
Algerians, saying it endan- 


S rs those trying to flee an 
amic insurgency in the 
north African ebuntry. 

The demonstrators, who 
came from around France, 
gathered in front of the fore- 
ign ministry’s visa office in 
Nantes, moved out of Paris 
last year as part of a general 
relocation programme. 

The demonstrators then 
marched through the streets 
of Nantes, west of the capital. 

The protest coincided with 
a call published Saturday In 
foe newspaper Le Monde for 
“tiie right to asylum and hos- 
pitality” for Algerian re- 
fugees. The severely-worded 
manifesto was signed by 
more than 1,000 artists and 
intellectuals. 

France, Algeria’s former 
colonial ruler, last year 
accorded less than 100,000 
visas to Algerians, compared 
to 290,000 in 1993. 

On Friday, Amnesty Inter- 
national criticised France’s 
“very restrictive" immigra- 
tion policy. It said foe num- 
ber of Algerians returned to 
their country has been on the 
rise, to nearly 3,500 last year 
from 2,673 in 1993. 

“The French state, know- 
ing the bloody fate that 
awaits _a jnartyred cornmun-. 
ity, refuses to welcome those 
threatened,” read the man- 
ifesto in Le Monde which 
filled an entire page. 

"This is not the firet time in 
our history. And so it 'is 
worse. There is an odor of 
Vichy in this kingdom," 
reads the manifesto, alluding 
to France's history of collu- 
sion with Nazi Germany dur- 
ing World War II. 

In Nantes, demonstrators 
shouted, "Algeria, a visa 
equals a life.” Among those 
present were foe president of 
foe League of Human Rights, 
Henri Lederc, and noted phi- 
losopher Jacques Derrida. 

Among Algerians seeking 
refuge in France are intellec- 
tuals, journalists, teachers 
and even police targeted by 
extremists m their three-year- 
old effort to topple the 
military-backed government 
there. 

New immigration laws pas- 
sed last year make it tougher 
to get visas to enter France 
ana make it harder to stay 
here. 

In addition, Algerians are 
now forced to apply for visas 
by mail since foe visa service 
at foe French embassy has 
been transferred to France 
for security reasons. The Un- 
ited States and Britain 'also 
have transferred their visa 
services out of the country. 

An estimated 30,000 peo- 
ple have been killed in Alger- 
ia in three years. 


BAALBACK, Lebanon 
(AFP) — Lebanese farmers 
protested Saturday that the 
United Nations was failing to 
give them sufficient financial 
help in a project to switch 
from drugs to other crops. 

“The contribution of a 
single drug trafficker is likely 
to do more for the develop- 
ment of foe region than the 
U.N. programme,” said Has- 
san Dandache, a representa- 
tive of farmers' cooperatives. 

“That will give ammuni- 
tion to those who call for a 
resumption of drags cultiva- 
tion,” be said. 

He was speaking at a meet- 
ing of farmeis' cooperatives 
with deputies. Agriculture 
Minister Adel Cortas and 
U.N. officials. 

The U.N. Development 
Programme has a budget of 
$4.25 million for its first 
phase in 1994-1995 to help 
farmers convert to crops 
otheT than opium poppies 
and cannabis, which 
flourished during Lebanon’s 
1975-1990 rivfl war. 

The second phase from 
1996-1997 requires $112 mil- 
lion, but aid from donor 
countries is arriving in-a-trick- 


The bead of foe conversion 
■programme, Mohammad 
Farajani, said that out of the 
current $4.25 million budget 
only $100,000 had been given 
to farmers in loans, provok- 
ing the fury of foe agricultu- 
ral cooperatives. 

They say just 50 farmers 
have received loans of 
around $1,000 to $2,000 at 13 
per cent interest. 

A deputy of the Shiite fun- 
damentalist Hizbollah at foe 
meeting said the group "sup- 
ports foe eradication of drugs 
cultivation but opposes foe 
destruction of the people by 
reducing them to famine.” 

The Lebanese authorities 
backed by Syrian troops de- 
ployed in the eastern Bekaa 
Valley wiped out thousands 
of hectares (acres) of drags 
crops in 1992. 

The growing and traffick- 
ing of drags brought an esti- 
mated $4 million into the 
country every year in the 
1980s, experts say. 

Meanwhile, police in 
Beirut seized more than 2.5 
tonnes of hashish worth 
around S1.25 million hidden 
in boxes of jam. . 


By Rima Cprtbawi 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN —Of the numer- 
ous articles published on 
industrialised countries 
’’dumping’’ their products 
in Third World countries, 
foe one which appeared in 
the Feb. 18 issue of the 
Lancet journal was prob- 
ably tiie most alarmingly 
convincing. 

“The Lancet is one of the 
most reputable medical 
journals published in foe 
U.K. It is totally unbiased 
in its primary objective of 
supplying perfectly accurate 
and reliably authentic first- 
hand medical information,” 
says Abdul Rahim Malhas, 
former minister of health. 

The article revolves 
around second-class drugs 
for the Third World, featur- 
ing surveys by organisations 
that are purposefully cam- 
paigning to “discourage” 
pharmaceutical companies 
in the developed world 
from exporting “inferior 
drugs to developing coun- 
tries.” 

The surveys indicate only 
partial success of foe cam- 
paigns, which have resulted 
m an unsatisfactory drop in 
the percentage of defedive 
drugs in 26 developing 
countries from 60 per cent 
in 1984 and 1988 down to 53 
per cent in 1991/92. In 1984 
and 1988, 12 per cent of the 
exports have been World 
Health Organisation 
(WHO) essential drags, 
and it has amounted to 16 
per cent in the year 1991/92, 
according to foe article. 

Defective drugs, as 
termed “negative” in the 
article, are those that do 
not ’’meet criteria for 
efficacy, rational drag com- 
bination, adequate clinical 
testing, acceptable risk/ 
benefit ratio, adequacy of 
dosage and dosage form.” 

The journal extract furth- 
er illustrates varying, but 
nowhere near constructive, 
response to the campaigns 
on tire part of all foe drug 
companies concerned. It 
also reveals a difference in 
the percentage of “nega- 
tive” drags from one region 
of foe developing world to 
another. 


“The percentage of in- 
ferior drags found obvious- 
ly depends on how rigid and 
strict foe rales of tbc. coun- 
tries concerned are,” says 
Dr. Malhas. 

Naturally for traders who’ 
handle such unorthodox 
dealings, foe margin of prb$ 
fit is enormous, espeaalj^ 
that foe cost and therefore; 
the selling price of effective? 
drags is very high in com4 
parison with that of The' 
“irrational combinations” 
that co aid be found in per- 
fect counterfi ts, according 
to Dr. Malhas. 

’To developed countries 
it is a matter of immorality. 
But to the Third World 
countries, it is a matter of 
control. In foe developed 
world no laws prohibit 
manufacturers from selling 
second-class materials 0 
.they can find a market for 
them anywhere abroad 
beyond the safe boundaries 
of that country,” says Dr. 
Malhas. 

Recent surveys outlined 
in the article also uncover 
extreme malpractices in- 
volving false marketing in- 
formation about the nine* 
tion of some drugs, like tiie 
listing of a central stimulant 
as a means of weight redac- 
tion. 

“It is important for Third 
World countries to be 
aware of such operations 
whose sole purpose is to 
achieve great p r ofit quickly, 
even if it is done through 
unscr upulous means. And 
unfortunately these lucra- 
tive businesses have found 
growing markets in coun- 
tries that lack protective 
regulations,” Dr. Malhas 
says. 

Of course the ranjge of 
second-class products is in- 
numerable, but when it 
comes to drugs, special 
awareness must be height- 
ened due to foe consumer 
inability to distinguish foe 
genuine from the forged in- 
ferior and the significant 
health hazards involved in 
contracting immitations. 

“When it comes to dings. 
Third World countries had 
better be overcautious than 
veiy sorTy," says Dr. 
Malhas. 


Court ruling puts Turkey in a bind 


By Michael Jansen 

NICOSIA — Turkey’s 
assault on Kurdish 
separatists in northern 
Iraq has heightened the 
importance of the land- 
mark ruling made on 
Wednesday by the 
European Court of Hu- 
man Rights in Stras- 
bourg that Turkey was 
liable for human rights 
violations committed in 
areas outside its nation- 
al territory where Tur- 
key exercised “effec- 
tive control.” 

The longer die Tur- 
kish army re map s in 
northern Iraq and the 
more it imposes its 
“control” the more 
likely could it be that 
this ruling, following 
the precedent set by a 
case raised by a Cypriot 
citizen, could be ap- 
plied to Turkish viola- 
tions of the human 
rights of both Turkish 
and Iraqi Kurds. 

A spokesman for the 
National Liberation 
Front of Kurdistan told 
this correspondent that 
a Kurdish human rights 


group based in London 
was examining the 
Cypriot case with a 
view to raising other 
cases on behalf of Kur- 
dish victims of Turkey’s 
current military cam- 
paign in northern Iraq. 

The Cypriot case was 
lodged with the Euro- 
pean Commission of 
Human Rights in 1989 
by a Greek Cypriot re- 
fugee from Kyrenia, 
Mis. Titina Loizidou, 
who complained that 
she had been refused 
access to family prop- 
erties in northern Cyp- 
rus since the Turkish 
army occupied tiie area 
in 1974. 

In March 1989 Mrs. 
Loizidou was arrested 
and briefly detained 
when she crossed the 
“green line”, which di- 
vides the island, along 
with several thousand 
Greek Cypriot women 
of the “Women’s Walk 
Home” movement who 
were seeking to return 
to their homes and 
lands. 

The commission 
accepted Mrs. Loizi- 


dou’s application in 
1991 ana it was subse- 
quently referred to the 
court which gave this 
preliminary ruling be- 
fore considering the 
substance of her com- 
plaint. The court voted 
16 to two in he* favour, 
declaring “invalid” 
Turkey's claim that the 
court could not take up 
complaints rising from 
activities outside Tur- 
key’s national territory. 
The court rulings apply 
to the inhabitants of a 
territory of a party to 
the European conven- 
tion on human rights 
but may also apply 
“when as a consequ- 
ence of military action, 
whether lawful or un- 
lawful, a contracting 
party exercises effec- 
tive control of an area 
outside its national 
territory.” The court 
also dismissed Turkey’s 
argument that the case 
could not be consi- 
dered because it arose 
before Ankara’s 
acceptance of the 
court’s jurisdiction in 
1990. 


The court is expected to 
decide on foe substance of 
Mrs. Loizidon's complaint 
in October- If this rating is 
also favourable the 160,000 
Greek Cypriot refugees 
from foe Turkish occupied 
northern breakaway state 
could raise a class action 
against Turkey. 

Turkey’s military occupa- 
tion of Cyprus compounded 
by massive human rights 
violations at home and, 
now, in northern Iraq, are 
undermining Turkey’s 
attempts to gain admiss ion 
to the European Union. 
The March 6 agreement to 
admit Turkey to the Euro- 
pean customs union, consi- 
dered a first step in the 
direction of European Un- 
ion (HU) membership, has 
been jeopardised by last 
week’s invasion of Iraq, 
particularly because foe 
Turks themselves have 
characterised this as foe 
largest military campaign 
ever mounted by the Tur- 
kish army. A Kurdish 
spokesman for the National 
Liberation Front of Kurdis- 
tan said that this action was 
designed to “ finis h” the 
Kurds. Whatever its impact 
on foe Kurds, h could also 
finish off Turkey’s long- 
term ambitions to be 
accepted by the Europeans. 
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CHURCHES 

St. Mh; o t Nazareth Church 
Swdfkh, Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Charcfa, Tel. 
632785. 

St Joseph Ctareh Td. 624590. 
Chanh of the A inmrlalln is Tel. 
637440. 

Dc la Sato Cfanh TcL 661751 
Temaaactn Cfanh Td: 622366 
Chmneh of the AnacWhl Td. 
623541. 


Orttodsi Cfanh TcL 


Td. 771751. 
OfarchTd. 


rndfaa Td. 684X95 
The Latter-Day Sdats TeL 654932 
Ctarch af Wmm s TeUZS& 1.” 
T he En f Brol Local Chanh hi 

Td. 811295 


mart of 


the Depart- 


Tcmpemnres are ez pe cte d to 
rise gmdaaBy. Skies «a be cloudy 
and winds nonhwoicriy m o de r ate . 
In Aqaba, moderate weather con- 
dtiow wifl prevaO, winds northaijr 
active, and seas calm. 

Mis ./Max. temp. 

Amman 3/14 

Ansba 10/22 

Desera 2/17 

Jordan VaBcy 9/20 


nacSap: Amman 90 per cent, 
Aqaba 42 per cent. 


Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 10. Aqaba 19 Hnmidiqr 


NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Yoosef Nasr 751144 

Dr. FakberBdbdsi 663412 

Dr. KhaUmm Asfour 699144 

Dr. Adnaa Zagbhml 714451 

Fuaspharmaqr 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

A! Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Nairookh ptannacy 623672 

Al Salim pharmacy 636730 

Yacoob pharmacy — 644945 

S hmei sam pharmacy 637660 

Nainmjh pharmacy 623672 

Najfc pharmacy 847632 

OtBflh 

Dr. Motananad Al Ktafih 273099 
Akpd* pharmacy (— ) 

ZARQA: 

DhGtanAlAqft 906130 

KaaEwh pharmacy 985417 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637111 

QvB Defence Department 661111 
Qvil Defence Immediate 

Rescne 63034] 

Civd Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192,621111,637777 

Phe Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank. 773121 

Highway PoBce 843402 

Traffic rofice 896390 

Tab&cSecarity Department 630321 

Head Complaints 605800 

ftice Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Comptatats. 897467 

Amman MunidpaUty 

Cooptamts 787111 

Tdcnfacme Information 

(dircctoiy assistance) 121 

Overseas Gtils 010230 

Centra] Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdafi Telephone Repairs 661101 
Jordan Television ..... — ..773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 

Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information .... 08>53200 
Oneen Aba IntL Airport 06-53200 


AMMAN: 

Hnssein Medical Centre 813813/32 
KtaBdi Maternity. J. Aran 

644281/6 

AkBch Maternity, J. Amn. 

642441/2 

Jatal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmcisani 664171/4 

Standstill Hospital I.... 669131 

University Hospital 84S845 

Al-Mnasfacr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali 666127/37 

At- Abb, Abdah 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Mnhajreen ... 777101/3 
Al- Bashir, J. Ashra&efa 775111/26 

Army, Marks 891611/15 

Queen Afia Hospital ....60224050 
Altai Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

; fonSma Hospital (09)906732 

Al M ans Modem Hospital (09)990990 

BUD: 

Prince* Basni Hospital (02)275355 

Greek Catholic Hospital (K2JZ72275 

ItaAtNafeesKoRStal .(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Hay* Hospital (03)314111 


FOB THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL 

AIRPORT 


T&cr information g j u n pfic c/ by 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Aha In- 
ternational Airport Td. (08153200- 
5, where if should always be veri- 
fied! 


arrivals 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

(Tormtnai 1) 

tfl'Jh S«wm (RJ) 

Jeddah SJj 

2* Damascus (RJ) 

Aqaba (RJ) 

gjj NnaDdhilRj) 

Beirut (RJ) 

** Dtahnm(Rj) 

Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

IL30 Cairo i RJ) 

*22 New York, Amsterdam i Rjj 

***• Casablanca. ■ffaris RJl 


Other Flights (Terminal 2 ) 

Cairo (MS) 

1 £35 .... Muscat. Abu Dhabi (GFj 

14dM Hucfcridah(TY) 

14A9 Khartoum fSDi 

KievteU) 

17:95 Rome (AZ) 

18:15 Dubai (EK) 

•1:90 .... — . London. Beirut (BA) 
91:1* Amsterdam (KL) 

departures 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flight* 

(Terminal 1) 

M===raaiB 

JS! FraikftntfRj) 

Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

Damascus i RJi 

21:25 DntaU^&ri 


Hi J AZ BA1LWAV 


Other Flight* (Terminal 2) 

Istanbul mt) 

** Cairo (MS) 

Bahrain, Abu Dhabi, M&scst (GF) 
J22 I&aitomjsbj 

is* - 

»=I5 dK(eB 

«» London $A 


Dtp. Amman 8d»«vcry Monday 
AiT.Damaaam 

5:00 p-m, every Monday 

n fp n»—-— 

7i30 B-m. every Ssnday 
Ait, Amman 

5.-00 p-m. every Sunday 


Uppertkmer price in Ek per kg- 

Apple 70V 500 

Banana ... 600 

Banana (Mukammar) - (BQ 

Cabbage 90/50 

Carrot 18000 

Cauliflower 22V 1# 

Cucumbers (lajfc) 150 MOO 

Cucumbers (small) 250/180 

Green beans ................ 2100 / 150 

Lemon 350 / 200 

Marrow (brae) 100/50 

Marrowrouln 140/# 

Onion (green) 24V 140 

Onion (dry) 34 V 250 

Orange 500/380 

Pees 54 V 400 

SIS 

Potato.. 30V 200 

Spinach 17Wl» 

Beans «.3»y J- 

Tomato 32VI50 
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v fflS ROYAL Highness Prince Abdullah, 
s the Regent, Sunday visits Royal Jorda- 
> nian (RJ) headquarters where he was 
^ received by RJ acting Chairman of the 
Board of Directors Walid Kurd! and RJ 
1 • President and Chief Executive Officer 
‘'■Nader Dahabi. Prince Abdullah was 


briefed on measures taken by the national 
air carrier to improve its services and 
meet future developments. Also Sunday, 
the Regent visited the Royal Air Force 
Command and met with the Air Froce 
chief of staff. 


Workshop promotes Turkish commodities 
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X* AMMAN (Petra) — A two- 

J ^ day workshop aiming to 
'■~ r -‘.^promote Turkish commod- 
: ^^Wei in Jordan opened Sun- 
■ »r~ day in Amman. 

The workshop, organised 
• T: '-'’-o -.by the Turkish embassy in 

- Amman in cooperation with 

/— v the Federation of Jordanian 
- ~X; Chambers of Commerce, also 

aims to study the possibility 
- ::-i;of launching Jordanian- 
. ^ -./Turkish joint ventures. 

■?; An exhibition of Turkish 
products and meetings be- 

- Xx. tween Jordanian and Turkish 
j: “V'J businessmen will be orga- 

" nised on the sidelines of the 
~ workshop, in winch repre- 
.. sentatives of private sector 
" . J. establishments from both 
l y < countries are participating. 
In an opening address, ftd- 
. j'j- eiation President Haidar 
- Murad stressed the important 
"• •' role of the private sector in 
, increasing the volume of 


trade exchange between the 
two countries. 

Mr. Murad said track ex- 
change between the two 
countries was still below ex- 
pectations, noting that Jorda- 
nian imports from Turkey 
last year stood at S91 million, 
while it exported to Turkey 
only $15 million worth of 
commodities. 

He said the investment cli- 
mate in Jordan has unproved 
and is witnessing a tendency 
towards activating the role of 
the private sector and updat- 
ing and developing legislation 
to fit the new trends and 
attract foreign investments. 

He called on Turkey to, 
play an active role in the* 
international economic sum- 
mit winch will be held in 
Amman in October and said 
he hoped that the summit will 
achieve promising results in 
promoting investment oppor- 


tunities in Jordan. 

President of the Turkish 
Industrial and Commercial 
Society Erol Yizar stressed 
the importance of die private 
sector in the world economy 
and the need to have laws 
protecting this sector. 

Turkish Ambassador to 
Jordan Mehmet Ali Irtemce- 
iik said in an address that 
Jordanian-Ttirlrish commer- 
cial and economic ties were 
good, but that the volume of 
trade exchange between the 
two countries was well below 
expectations. 

He said swift changes in 
the world require closer 
cooperation between Arab 
and Islamic countries and he 
said be hoped that the work- 
shop will be the start for 
stronger trade and economic 
ties between Jordan and Tur- 
key. 


‘Shobak agricultural centre to 
find fruit trees suitable to area 


SHOBAK (Petra) — The 
Shobak Regional Agricultu- 
ral : Research .Centre has_ 


The main agricultural pro- 
jects in these southern gov- 
_ernorates exist in the areas of 


assi^ed -50 -dunums of Iand--Kum, Diseh, Suwwan and 
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L * . to conduct research cm frui 

USfIL in order to determin 
which are most, suitable to 
.. j areas in South Jordan, centre 

- • ■ - Director Isma’il Tuweisi said 

. ■ Sunday. 

“ In an interview with the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
' ‘ " '.Mr. Tuweisi said the centre is 

. J testing various types of apple, 
peach, appricot, cherry, and 
. pear trees to select those 

most suitable and disnibute 
them to Ministry of Agricul- 
____ tore stations ana to fanners. 

* r r * ■_ He said the services of the 
.X. centre, one of six affiliated to 
the National Centre for Agri- 

- • cultural Research and Tech- 

‘ "? oology Transfer (NCARTT), 

" ‘ cover the governo rates of 

' Maan, Aqaba and Tafileh 

■ -• . which make up 52 per cent of 

.. =.r ‘ the Kingdom^ total area. 

He saki these regions are 
popular apple tree planting 
areas where about 10,000 
dunums are planted with ab- 
out one million apple trees. 

Mr. Tuweisi said other 
areas in these govemorates 
widi an altitude of less than 
- 800 metres above sea level 
' are planted with olive trees 
■ grapevines and vegetables. 


dawwara where many 
cultural companies are 
planting field crops, veget- 
ables watermelons and 
almond trees, said Mr. 
Tuweisi, noting that other 
jects exist in Wadi Araba 


!md Quweira. 


The Shobak centre was 
established by the Ministry of 
Agriculture in 1988 and con- 
ducts research and tests in an 
area of 1,200 donums. 

It is located in a moun-. 
famous area rising 1,359 
metres above sea level in the 
southern Jordanian desert, 
an area which receives an 
average 285 millimetres of 
rain annually. 

Snow is common in winter 
in the area, and frost forma- 
tion continues untfi die be- 
ginning of June. 

The highest temperature 
recorded there was 36 de- 
grees Celsius. 

Mr. Tuweisi said the sta- 
tion was used in the 
ning to increase seed ^ 
tion. Then it was enlarged 
when it started to plant fruit 
trees, thus leading to the 
flourishing apple tree planta- 
tions there. 


He said the station is cur- 
rently used to conducting re- , 
'search on fertilised, pr iming^ | 
agricultural'' disease* ^ancH 

^S^Tu^eisi saidthVcen&e 
planted 70 dunums of land 
with pistachios, noting that it 
is considered one of the 
largest areas in the Kingdom 
planted with such trees. 

He said the main objective 
of the centre was to identify 
the best fruit and vegetable 
types fit for planting in South 
Jordan and the tedmologies 
needed to develop the agri- 
cultural sector in the area in 
addition to transferring agri- 
cultural technologies to far- 
mers after testing them at the 
centre. 

The centre also aims to 
define and tackle problems 
facing tiie agricultural sector, 
be added. 

To achieve its objective, 
the centre cooperates with 
several local ana internation- 
al organisations. 

Mr. Tuweisi said these 
organisations are the Interna- 
tional Centre for Agricultural 
Research in Dry areas 
(ICARDA), the cooperative 
agricultural organisations, 
the Shobak Community Col- 
lege and social development 
societies in south Jordan. 




Iraq rejects U.N. 

(Continued from page 1) 


plan 
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. .... -. United States was pursuing 

- “a variety of diplomatic chan- 

■ ' ' * - nels to ensure that they’re 

released quickly.” He did not 
' _ -/ -elaborate. 

. c-' He declined comment on a 

— suggestion Saturday by Sena- 
tor Richard Lugar of Indiana. 

— one of the Republican Party’s 
.inmost influential voices on 

I J A 1 * * foreign policy, that the Un- 
TTtAtf* jted States should explore 

- possible military options. 

, ' Asked whether the United 

i*—*® States was considering milit- 
, . ary retaliation against Iraq, 
he replied: u Tm not going to 
■ ' comment on what the presi- 
' nt does or does not consid- 
er with regard to that area.” 
Meanwhile, Iraqi Deputy 
Prime Minister Tareq Aziz 
'■ said “the new American draft 
(for Iraqi ofl sales) just a 
manoeuvre to deceive inter- 
.. 'national opinion and prolong 
C fhe embargo,” which the Un- 
7 ited Nations imposed after 
'^.Iraq’s 1990 invasion of 
;j" Kuwait 

U.N. disarmament chief 
• Rolf Ekeus wound up a mis- 
/ ion here saying he had held 
•J r’veiy business-like, serious 
v |nd substantive” technical 

- discussions with General 
Amer Rashid, head of Iraq's 

i,' Military industrialisation 


was on a four-day mission to 
Baghdad aimed at filling the 
gaps in information on Iraq’s 
germ warfare programme. 

Iraqi Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Said A1 S ahaf 
Sunday insisted Baghdad bad 
no biological weapons. 

“We have no biological 
weapons. Ekeus and the 
Americans know Iraq has no 
military programme in that 
field,” Mr. Sahaf told the 
Egyptian opposition daily A1 
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Ekeus, bead of the 
' U.N. special mission on dis- 
arming Iraq (UNSCOM), 


Mr. Aziz said the latest 
U.N. draft resolution, drawn 
up by the United States, Bri- 
tain and Argentina, was “just 
an attempt to delay the lifting 
of the blockade.” 

“It is stupid to think this 
draft would end or ease the 
suffering of the Earn peo- 
ple,” Mr. Aziz told the offi- 
cial Iraqi News Agency 
(INA). 

Two previous U.N. resolu- 
tions allowing Iraq to export 
$1.6 billion worth of oil over 
six months were rejected by 
Baghdad as a violation of its 
sovereignty. 

The rales were to be close- 
ly monitored by the United 
Nations and some of the pro- 
ceeds were to go to U.N. 
operations in Iraq. 

Mr. Aziz rejected claims 
that the draft resolution 
would increase the amount of 
money Iraq would have to 


spend on food aiid medicine. 

He said it would only allow 
Baghdad to spend $7 million 
on food for each of its 18 
million citizens, “which is less 
than a quarter of the current 
value of the ration ticket.” 

“The only way to end the 
Iraqi people’s suffering is to 
apply unconditionally para- 
graph 22 of Resolution 687,” 
which calls for the complete 
lifting of oil sanctions once 
the U.N. ensures that its sys- 
tem for long-term monitoring 
of Iraqi weapons program- 
mes is fully operational, Mr. 

Aziz said. 

Mr. Ekeus, a Swedish di- 
lat, said Sunday he had 
rid several rounds of tech- 
nical talks with Gen. Rashid 
and was to meet him 
along with Mr. Aziz late 1 
day. 

He told AFP be would 
travel to Kuwait Monday “to 
get a feeling of the situation 
there... I will discuss security 
and other issues.” 

Mr. Ekeus failed in his last 
visit in February to obtain 
data on Iraq’s biological 
weapons programme de- 
veloped before the 1991 Gulf 
war, which the U.N. insists 
was offensive and Baghdad 
says was defensive. 

He is to submit a report on 
UNSCOM s activities to the 
Security Council by April 10. 


Third World Academy of Sciences, RSS award 
second annual prize to young Jordanian scientist 


By Jennifer Hamameh 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Third 
World Academy of Sciences 
(TWAS), in cooperation with 
the Royal Scientific Society 
(RSS). Sunday awarded its 
animal prize for its young 
scientists competition to Na- 
bil Qassem Hailat, supervisor 
of veterinary services at the 
Jordan University of Science 
and Technology (JUST). 

The TWAS prize is 
awarded to one recipient in 
each country participating in 
the competition. The prize 
given to Dr. Hailat was the 
second to be awarded in Jor- 
dan since tiie Kingdom's par- 
ticipation in the programme 
two years ago. 

Dr. Hailat’s research on 
protein markers in cancer 
was selected among the 
works submitted by 39 other 
Jordanian scientists. 

TWAS, which was estab- 
lished in 1983, and is based in 
Trieste, Italy, sees the com- 
petition as a means of iden- 
tifying young talented scien- 
tists through the recognition 
of their abilities and there- 
fore promoting their creativ- 
ity, said TWAS Unit Coordi- 
nator at the Royal Scientific 
Society Majd Khayyat 
Talhonni. 

In 1992, TWAS invited the 
RSS to implement the award 
programme in Jordan. 

Hie RSS, which euters its 
25th year as the country’s 
leading research and de- 


velopment institution, 
accepted the invitation as an 
opportunity to advance re- 
search efforts in the country 
and to encourage young sci- 
entists to pursue work which 
would ultimately serve the 
nation’s development pro- 
cess, according to Mrs. 
Talhonni. 

The competition is open to 
Jordanian scientists, resident 
in Jordan and under the age 
of 40. 

The announcement of the 
competition indicates which 
of the fields of pure science 
— chemistry, biology, 
mathematics and physics — 
the competition wul be open 
to. The idea here, explained 
Mrs. Talhonni, Is to rotate 
the four fields each year. 

Last year’s winner, Hassan 
Abdullah A1 Salah of Mu'ta 
University took the prize in 
chemistry. 

With Dr. Hailat’s winning 
work in biology this year, the 
competition for the coming 
two yean will consider works 
in mathematics and physics, 
Mrs. Talbouni said. 

The work submitted can be 
an article, research paper or 
invention (with supporting 
documents) and must be writ- 
ten in English, she said. 

It must also be original, 
that is, it cannot be extracted 
from the candidate’s masters 
or Ph.D, theses, nor should it 
be work that was partially or 
fully submitted in my other 
competition which the candi- 
date has won, Mrs. Talhonni 



Winner of the Third World Academy of 
Sciences young sc ient ist s competition Na- 
bfl Qassem Hailat (right) Sunday discus- 
ses highlight of his prize-winning work 


with Royal Scientific Society Vice Presi- 
dent Said AUoush (second right), the head 
of the competition evaluating committee 
and other researchers. 


stressed. 

The work must be a cohe- 
rent research endeavour 
rather than a series of unre- 
lated works, and, it is prefer- 
able that it be published in a 
specialised periodical of high 
calibre during the past three 
years prior to the year of 
submission to TWAS, she 
added. 

A papel of foqr to eight 
reviewers, selected by the. 
RSS for tbeir expertise in the 
pure sciences, is given a com- 
plete set of the written works 
with the author’s nam es de- 
leted to ensure total impar- 
tiality, Mrs. Talbouni ex- 
plained. 

She noted that since the 
announcement of the first 
competition in Jordan in 
1993, applicants to the 


TWAS competition jumped 
more than 60 per cent in tire 
’ second year, from 24 appli- 
cants submitting 66 research 
works in 1993, to 39 appli- 
cants submitting 99 works in 
1994 (including series works). 

With, the announcement 
; today of the TWAS $2,000 
prize winner, the TWAS 
■ Unit at the RSS begins to put 
out its call for contestants for 
. next year’s prize. 

Besides placing advertise- 
ments in the local Arabic and 
. English dailies, the TWAS 
Unit notifies all universities, 
colleges, technical institu- 
tions and other scientific 
establishments as well as 
ministries and concerned 
government departments in a 
. nation-wide effort to reach all 
potential applicants. 


Applications are accepted 
untfi the end of October, 
1995. 

For his series of 17 papers 
on protein markers in cancer, 
Dr. Hailat was awarded the 
TWAS prize at a ceremony at 
the Royal Scientific Society 
presided over by RSS Vice 
President Said Alloush. 

Dr. Hailat first studied 
veterinary ■ medicine in Thes- 
saloniki , Greece. He 
obtained his Ph.D. in pathol- 
ogy- from Wayne State- Uni- 
versity in the U.S. and did 
two years of post doctoral 
work on proteins in cancer at 
the University of Michigan. 
He returned to Jordan in 
1990 and began teaching at 
JUSTs Veterinary Medicine 
Section. 


A1 Wat an publishes new political party weekly 


By Sa’eda Kifani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A new party 
publication, A1 Nida\ issued 
last week, brought foe total 
number of political party 
newspapers in the Kingdom 
to eight. 

AJ Nida’ (the call) is the 
newspaper at Ai Watan, a 
conservative right of centre 
party. The weekly obtained a 
licence to publish on Jan. 12, 
but the first issue appeared 
only last Wednesday. 
Although those in charge 


liadientary elections, said 
that the decision to issue Al 
Nida' came after a lengthy 
period of consideration and 
in-depth analysis of party 
publications. He said he anti- 
cipated numerous difficulties, 
mainly the restraining laws 
“that have nothing to do with 
changes in the 
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Inside pages focused on 
parliamentary life. Sensation- 
al news were absent, but 
deal comments were evi- 
lL 

One short anecdote under 
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of Al the paper wilL „ : ^ 


,5 to ry. -of.. a. Sheikh wbo-epn- 


and is willing to' adopt diffe- 
rent b&Etfcr q£ rview^ the first 
issue has the party’s flavour. 

On the front page, concise 
news items tackled mainly 
parliamentary life in Jordan 
and the Palestinian question; 
these were flanked on either 
side by two editorials. The 
first, describes party life in 
Jordan and the enormous 
task that awaits political par- 
ties to enhance democracy. It 
was written by Akef Al 
Fayez, secretary general of 
Al Watan party and former 
iker of the Lower House 


ot Parliament. 

The second editorial was 
written by Al Nida’ Chief 
Editor Bahjat Majali, who is 
a former director of the 
Royal Geographic Centre. 
Mr. Majali, who ran unsuc- 
cessfully for the 1993 par- 


stantly gives religious lectures 
on public buses travelling 
from Zarqa to Amman . 

“The passengers, whether 
they like it or not, have to 
listen to the sheikh’s lectures 
that usually deal with ways to 
combat (Arab-Israeli) 
peace,” the newspaper com- 
mented. 

A full page was dedicated 
to an interview with Munther 
Masri, secretary general of 
the Ministry of Education, on 
the issue of cultural norma- 
lisation. The headline quoted 
Dr. Masri as saying that the 
change in school curriculum 
is in Jordan's interest more 
than it is in Israel’s.” 

On the cultural page, Al 
Nida' published a long inter- 
view with Jamal Naji, who 
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ran for the Jordanian Writers 
Association last elections and 
lost his bid to Mu’nis Razzaz. 

Another page was dedi- 
cated to investigative report- 
ing, another to foreign issues 
and one to sports. 

On the back, light , and 
short items, half of mem de- 
dicated to celebrations of the 
pnblication’s first issue, filled 
up to page. 


The newspaper is expected 
to publish supplements on 
special issues. 

Al Nida’s managing editor. 
Samira Awad, said manage- 
ment was ready to publish all 
points of view. The paper, 
she said, cannot, however, be 
considered an opposition 


Al Nida’ is printed at Al 
Ra’i printing press. Around 


35 employees- work at Al 
Nida’; 20 of them are repor- 
ters and writers. Most of 
them have experience in 
other Jordanian newspapers. 

Ms. Awad said the man- 
agement will try to attract 
some good writers who, 
otherwise, are not being 
afforded the opportunity to 
write in other established 
newspapers. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


k Film entitled “Raphael; the Apprentice Years, the 
Prince of Painters, Legend and Legacy” (Part HI) {with 
commentary in Arabic by Dr. Khafid Khrcas) at Darat 
Al Funun at 5:30 p-m. 

☆ F3m entitled “La Sentindle” at the French Cnttnral 
Centre at 8:00 p.m. 

SECOND AMMAN DRAMA FESTIVAL 

☆ Plays (In Arabic) entitled “Unun AJ Khosh” and “The 
Eyes of Maria and Sindbad” respectively at 7:00 p.m. 
and 8:30 pan. at the Royal Cdtnral Cadre. 

ROUND-TABLE DISCUSSION 

& Roand-tabfe discussion entitled “La Paz En Oriente 
Medio” (Peace in the Middle East) at Institute Cer- 
vantes (the Spanish Cnttnral Centre) at 5:00 pjn. 


Poetry recital by AH Al Amiri at the Phoenix Gallery for 
Culture and Art at 6d)0 p.m. 

PRESENTATION 

£ Presentation on enjoying literature by Dr. Nicholas 
LmfieU at the British CotmcS at 5:00 p.m. 


& Lecture entitled “Plants of the Bible” by Dr. Nigel 
Hopper at the Friends of Arc ha eology Center at 6:30 
pjn. 

EXHIBITIONS 

ir Exhibition of ofl paintings by Haraoud dautout at the 
Balqa’ Art Gallery, Fubeis. 

☆. Exhibition of ofi painting s tty Yousef Baddawi at Alia 
Art Gallery. 

☆. Exhibition of art by Ahmad Al Babfli and Mohammad 
AH at the Phoenix Gallery for Culture and Art. 

*. Exhibition of books dealing with Arab and Mamie 
subjects at Institute Cervantes (the Spanish Cultural 
Centre. 

■ir K-rtiihainn of abstract art by ‘Alia’ T Ammoura and oil 
paintings by Salman ’Abbas at OrfaD Art Gallery. 

A- Exhibition of art by Rnla Sbukairy at the French 
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NMC, American Centre to introduce 
Mingo Saldivar in conjunto performance 

AMMAN (J.T.) — For the 
first time in Jordan, the 
National Music 
Conscrvatory/Noor Al Hus- 
sein Foundation, in coopera- 
tion with the American Cen- 
tre, is organising an evening 
erf conjunto music from Texas ■ 
featuring accordionist and 
vocalist Mingo (Domingo) 

Saldivar and his band, Los 
Tremendos Cuatro Espades, 
an NMC statement said. 

The performance will be 
held on Thursday at the 
Royal Cultural Centre. 

A Grammy .nominated 
accordionist, Domingo Saldi- 
var and his ensemble are one 
of the most progressive con- 
juntos in the United States, 
said the statement. Saldivar is 
considered one of the most 
innovative and versatile 
accordionist in Tejano con- 
junto history. 

He is unmatched in his 
exuberant playin g style and 
prolific songwriting abilities, 
the statement said. 

A native of San Antonio, 

Saldivar’s po polarity as an 
accordionist and songwriter is 
the result of a dedicated and 
varied career as a musician. 

At age 11, Saldivar already 
mastered the drums and 
and was touring local 
balls playmg tololoche. 
it bass) with Los Cha- 

its. 

In 1957, Saldivar switched 
to the accordion, and became 
part of Los Guadalupanos, 
one of the earliest bands to 
feature two accordionists. 

Saldivar joined the army in 
bis 20s and found his talent 
and interest in country music 
which earned him perform- 
ance at parties and celebra- 



Mingo Saldivar 

dons. He then began to trans- 
late popular country music tty 
artists such as Hank Wil- 
liams, Ferron Young and 
Buck Owen into Spanish and 
performed them with Los 
Guadalupanos, as the group’s 
solo accordionist and chief 
iter. 

fith influences from rock 
and rhythm and blues 
(R&B), his accordion style 
featured rapid fingering, ac- 
centuated phrasing and ex- 
tended melody lines. 

Taking his cue from pop 
music performers, Saldivars 
vibrant stage personality 
earned him the beloved tide 
“The Dancing Cowboy.” 

In the mid 70s, Saldivar 
formed his current group, 
Los Tremendos Cuatro 
Espades, which continues to 


be one of the most progres- 
sive con juntos in South 
Texas. The band is comprised 
of Francisco Salzar on elec- 
tric bass, Ramon Sanchez on 
string guitar, Carlos Torres 
on drums and Gaiy Lopez on 
harmonica. 

Originally Latin music, 
conjunto music was bora 
almost a century ago along 
the Texas-Mexican border. 
The art combines many 
European idioms such as 
Ranch eras. Polkas, Cum bias. 
Waltzes and Schottisches. In 
Saldivar’s music, however, 
country, R&B and rock and 
roll are tastefully combined 
with traditional conjunto 
rhythms. The conjunto tradi- 
tion is both proudly pre- 
served and gloriously embel- 
lished. 
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Japan closes in on sect 
with new evidence, charge 
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KAMKU ISSH1KJ, Japan (Ages* 
ties) — Police Sunday's said 
they uncovered a chemical 
warehouse and laboratory at 
the complex of a doomsday 
cult linked to Tokyo’s subway 
nerve gas attack and looked 
set to raid the site again 
Monday. 

“We can’t remove any 
more evidence this evening,” 
a senior official told repor- 
ters. “But we plan to prepare 
it all for shimpment early 
tomorrow morning.” 

Bad weather and nightfall 
caused police to halt the 
search or the Aum Shinri Kyo 
(Supreme Truth Sect) com- 
plex in the village of Kamiku 
Lsshikj at the foot of Mt Fuji, 
100 kilometres west of 
Tokyo. 

Police were tight-lipped 
about details from Sunday's 
raid, which entered a new 
phase as authorities sought 
evidence to back up murder 
plot charges against the cult. 

One member of the 1,000- 
man police squad which car- 
ried blowtorches and chain- 
saws into the compound told 
reporters the underground 
bunker that was the focus of 
the day's raid was a ware- 
house. He also described an 
adjacent building that was 
searched. 

“That (separate) building 
with pipes coming out of the 
side is some kind of labora- 
tory,” said the officer. 

Observers at the com- 


pound said they appeared 
poised for more extensive 
searches Monday. 

“We could be here for 
quite a while,” said the senior 
official when asked how long 
the searches would continue. 

Officers dad in heavy che- 
mical warfare outfits carried 
sturdy, sealable vessels into 
the bull dan* they described as 
a laboratory replacing the 
cardboard boxes they had 
earlier prepared to remove as 
evidence. 

New evidence from the 
compound included chemical 
samples matching ones taken 
from last Monday's subway 
attack and an unsolved nerve 
gas case last July, Kyodo 
News Agency said. 

It said police 1 laboratory, 
analysis showed residue from 
the three samples — from the 
complex, the subways and 
the site of last July’s attack — 
was methylphosphine add 
diisopropyl and related subst- 
ances. 

The chemical compound is 
a by-product of the deadly 
nerve gas sarin, identified as 
the agent in the three cases. 

The analysis proved the 
same people produced the 
three samples using an iden- 
tical method, Kyodo said. 
Chemical experts say Sarin 
can be produced in a variety 
of ways. 

A spokesman for Tokyo's 
Metropolitan Police Depart- 
ment said he could not con- 


firm the analysis reports. 

The raids started Wednes- 
day, two days after nerve gas 
attacks on Tokyo subway 
trains during the morning 
rush hour lolled 10 people 
and injured 5,000. 

Until Saturday, the raids 
were based on an abduction 
charge. Police said Sunday’s 
new charge was “murder pre- 
paration” — used against 
anyone preparing weapons or 
poisonous materials with in- 
tent to murder. 

The next step authorities 
could take would be identify- 
ing individual suspects 
against whom attempted 
murder charges could be filed 
if evidence warranted, legal 
experts said. 

Police have made no for- 
mal charges against the sect 
over the Tokyo subway 
attack and Aum officials re- 
peated denials of any involve- 
ment in the subway and other 
cases, charging that the sect 
itself was the target of nerve 
gas attack. 

“A group affiliated with 
state authorities created this 
plot,” said Yoshinobu 
Aoyama, Aura’s attorney 
and a member of the sect, on 
TV Asahi’s Sunday talk 
show. 

Shoko Asahara, the 
bearded guru of the 10,000- 
member sect, has repeatedly 
denied his group had any- 
thing to do with the subway 
attack. Mr. Asahara alleged 
he and his followers were the 


target of repeated sarin 
attacks by the U.S. military. 

Mr. Asahara, 40, who has 
predicted the world will end 
in 1997 and claims he can 
levitate himself, says the che- 
micals at the site complex 
were used to make pottery. 
His whereabouts were not 
known. 

A branch of the Japanese 
religions sect Aum Supreme 
Troth has been detected in 
southern Sri Lanka, The Is- 
land newspaper said in Col- 
ombo Sunday. 

The leader of the local 
branch located in the south- 
ern port city of Galle has 
been identified, the newspap- 
er said, quoting informed 
sources. However, it did not 
give the name of the sect 
leader. 

“Authorities were tight- 
lipped and unable to explain 
the presence of members of 
this organisation,” the news- 
paper said. 

Senior police officers in 
Galle said they were unaware 
of any sect branch in the 
region. “So far we have not 
heard anything from our in- 
telligence division about this. 
But we will check,” a senior 
police officer said. 

The Aum Supreme Truth 
has been propagating a secret 
faith that is said to combine 
elements of Hinduism and 
Buddhism. Sri Lanka, like 
Japan, is a predo minan tly 
Buddhist nation. 
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This March 29, 1975 photo shows Northern 
Vietnamese troops entering Danang City. 
Northern forces took over Hoe, the capital of 
the last imperial dynasty to rule Vietnam, 
March 16, 1975 and then the city of Danang 
three days later, an even bigger victory over 


the southern Vietnamese and the Americans. 
Saigon fed to the Communists one month later. 
Hue and Danang are celebrating the 20th 
anniversary of these victories this weekend 
(AFP photo) 


Former Vietnam imperial capital marks 
anniversary of Communist victory 


HUE, Vietnam (AFP) — 
Vietnam’s greatest war hero 
Sunday presided over 
celebrations to mark the 20th 
anniversary of the fall of Hue 
to the Communists, as veter- 
ans of the battle shrugged off 
the bitterness of the past. 

General Vo Nguyen Giap, 
83, who masterminded the 
Communist victory over the 
French and Americans in this 
former imperial capital, 
watched as 1,000 Bo Doi, or 
North Vietnamese foot sol- 
diers. marched through the 
city. 

The parade was the cul- 
mination of the weekend's 
festivities commemorating 
one of the last major battles 
of the Vietnam War. which 
ended just over a month later 
on April 30, 1975 with the fall 
of Saigon and the U.S. pull- 
out from the country. 

Other events to mark the 
anniversary included a giant 
fireworks display Saturday 
night over the Perfume Riv- 


er, or Song Huong, which 
runs through the city. 

Four districts of Hue were 
declared "Heroes of the 
Popular Armed Forces” for 
acts of courage by the 
population during the con- 
flict, Senior national leaders 
attended the ceremony at the 
city theatre. 

The city fell on March 25. 
while the whole province 
came under Communist con- 
trol the following day after a 
week of heavy fighting be- 
tween three North Viet- 
namese batal lions and south- 
ern troops. 

But amid the celebrations 
of the communists' trium- 
phant entry into the ancient 
city, which has become one 
of Vietnam's top tourist cen- 
tres, local veterans of the 
conflict are turning their 
backs on the bitter enmity 
which once divided them and 
their U.S. foes. 

Tran Quoc Thanh, now 


bead of the city’s tourism 
department, acted as guide to 
a Bo Doi unit during the 
battle against the U.S.- 
backed south Vietnamese 
troops. 

He remembers the offen- 
sive vividly, but today says he 
harbours no resentment 
against the Americans, de- 
spite their long-running in- 
volvement in the war which 
divided Vietnam. 

“I can now open my arms 
to welcome everyone here," 
he said. As if to push home 
the point, the U.S. soft 
drinks giant Pepsi Cola Satur- 
day sponsored a boat race on 
the Perfume River, dotting 
its advertising slogans across 
Hue among the red banners 
of the Communist Party. 

Americans make up six per 
cent of the 18,000 foreign 
tourists who Bock annually to 
the city, the seat of the coun- 
try's last imperial dynasty 
from 1802 to 1945. 


Bardot to join animal transport protest 


BRUSSELS (R) — Former 
French screen star Brigitte 
Bardot is set to join a protest 
Monday against long distance 
transport of farm animals in 
the European Union (EU), 
campaigners said. 

The 60-year-old actress will 
be among several hundred 
demonstrators outside a two- 
day meeting of EU farm 
ministers, due to discuss the 
emotive issue of trucking 
animals across the continent 
for slaughter. 

Bardot, who has devoted 
herself to animal welfare 
since making her last film in 
1973. joined a similar street 
protest in Brussels at the 
ministers’ last meeting in 
February. 

Dressed in black and with 
flowers in her hair, she 
climbed onto a,: lorry to join 
protestors dressed as sheep. 
A week later she loudly de- 
nounced French Agriculture 
Minister Jean Puech as a 
coward for failing to fight for 
curbs on animal transport. 

At this week's meeting. 


ministers are due to review a 
French compromise to break 
a 20-month deadlock over 
maximum joumev times be- 
tween northern livestock ex- 
porting and southern import- 
ing countries. 

“An eight hour limit is an 
absolutely minimum mea- 
sure,” said Michel Vanden- 
bosch of Brussels-based 
Global Action in the Interest 
of Animals (GAIA), one of 
the protest organisers. 

Mr. Vandenbosch said he 
expected a much bigger pro- 
test than that at last month's 
EU Farm Council. 

"We must keep up the 
pressure... the EU cannot 
delay eternally,” he said, 
adding d»,fmiure T of farm 
ministers so- agree protective 
measures was prolonging the 
suffering of millions of farm 
animals. 

“Crammed by hundreds 
into lorries: exhausted, hun- 
gry, thirsty, ill, they often die 
with terrible suffering in 
slaughterhouses,” GAIA and 
co-organiser Animals In Peril 


said in a joint statement. 

EU officials said that with 
positions of member states 
unchanged and in the abs- 
ence of a new initiative from 
the French EU presidency 
there was little prospect of 
making much progress when 
the issue is discussed Tues- 
day, 

“There’s no sign of a 
breakthrough... the discus- 
sion could be short,” said an 
official from a northern mem- 
ber state. 

_ But it will enable the coun- 
cil to assess the situation and 
maintain momentum to get a 
decision, another said. 

Germany, Britain, Sweden 
and other northern member 
states want an agreement be- 
fore France hands over the 
EU presideuCT to Spain on 
July I. 

Southern member states 
say stricter transport mea- 
sures would raise costs, make 
imports of live animals un- 
economic and result in the 
loss of tens of thousands of 
jobs. 


Berlin 
climate 
conference 
has modest 
aims 

BERLIN (R) — Some 160 
countries gather Tuesday for 
a U.N. conference to find 
ways to stop the war ming of 
the Earth’s atmosphere and 
stave off what many scientists 
sayjs a looming climatic 
catastrophe^ 7 
-- But even before .the- $16 
million event begins^. the 
meagre sum of measures 
taken so far and wrangling 
over the cost of action and 
how to share the load be- 
tween rich and poor countries 
mean the chance of progress 
is slim. 

The 11-day Berlin event, 
.technically foe first confer- 
ence of parties to the United 
Nations Framework Conven- 
tion on Climate Change, 
brings together the states 
which at the 1992 “Earth 
Summit” in Rio pledged to 
tackle the problem of global 
warming. 

Industrial states vowed to 
cut their emissions of so- 
called “greenhouse gases” to 
1990 levels by the year 2000. 

The chief aim of the Berlin 
conference is to review prog- 
ress toward this end and try 
to set goals into the next 
century and include commit- 
ments from developing conn- 
tries. 

“A successful conclusion 
will be no easy task in view of 
countries' different national 
interests and economic posi- 
tions,” German Foreign 
Minister Klaus Kinkel said. 

“But we have no alterna- 
tive, because environmental 
destruction and climate 
change know no borders. We 
can together ensure this 
planet continues to be worth 
living on, or individually help 
to make it uninhabitable.” 



Flor Contempbdon’s coffin is 
cuTied to church anrid a surging crowd prior 
to her bnriaL Ms. Contempfadim, 42, a 
mother of four, was hanged in Singapore last 
March 17 for a doable mnrder. Her death has 


■gerintfae! 

seri ou sly damaged Manila’s ties with Singa- 
pore be ca use of a popular belief that she was 
famocent. Singapore has said evidence against 
her was strong (AFP photo) 


Executed Filipina gets martyr’s funeral 


SAN PABLO, Philippines 
(R) — A mother of four 
hanged in Singapore after 
confessing to two murders 
received a martyr’s funeral 
Sunday, hailed as a symbol of 
abused Filipino migrant 
workers worldwide. 

About 40,000 people lined 
the streets of San Pablo, the 
home town of. 42-year-old 
maid Flor Contemplation, 
who was executed in Singa- 
pore's Changi Jail on March 
17 for the 1991 killings de- 
ite impassioned Philippine 
for a postponement. 
“She is a symbol of mil- 
lions of Filipinos driven by 
poverty to take their chances 
abroad,” Roman Catholic 
Bishop Teodoro Bacani said 
at a requiem mass in the 
town’s crowded cathedral. 

“Their lot is pathetic. 
Their own government neg- 
lects them,” he added, evok- 
ing applause from the con- 
gregation. 

The poor South East Asian 
nation is heavily dependent 
on the more than $2 billion 
sent home annually by an 
estimated three million Filipi- 
nos, mostly women, wno 
work overseas. 

Employed as housemaids 
or hotel workers from the 
Gulf to the islands of the 
South Pacific, they complain 
of frequent abuse such as 
beatings, rape and official 
harassment. 


They also complain that 
although the government 
hails them as national heroes 
for their contribution to the 
economy, it does nothing to 
help them when they need it. 

Earlier Sunday two gre- 
nades exploded outside the 
Foreign Ministry and a Singa- 
pore Airlines office in Man- 
ila. No casualties were re- 
ported and there was only 
minor damage. 

Hie leftist Alex Boncayo 
Brigade (ABB) claimed re- 
sponsibility for the blasts and 
warned of further action. It 
said in a statement: ‘This 
signals the beguming of the 
ABB’s hunt tor those re- 
oble for tiie death of 
and other OCWS (Over- 
seas Contract Workers) in 
similar predicaments.” 

The ABB has said it would 
impose what it called “re- 
volutionary justice” — its 
usual term for death — on 
Philippine officials and Sing- 
aporeans it says are to blame 
for Ms. Contemplation’s ex- 
ecution. 

The ABB has killed scores 
of what it alleged were cor- 
rupt government officials in 
the Philippines. 

The Foreign Ministry, in a 
statement, deplored the 
bombing. and urged people to 
heedPreridentFkie] Ramos's 
call for “sobriety and objec- 
tivity during this critical 
time." 


Bishop Bacani, speaking at 
the funeral, acknowledged 
international puzzlement 
over the intensify of the Phi- 
lippines' reaction to the ex- 
ecution, which has led to a 
diplomatic rift with Singa- 
pore. But Singapore’s refusal 
to postpone the hanging was 
inhuman, he said. “All we 
were askin g for was a stay of 
her execution for a few 
days.” 

Many Filipinos believe Ms. 
Contemplaaon was innocent 
of killing another Filipina 
maid and a three-year-old 
Singaporean boy in 1991. 
They point to the allegation 
of another Filipina maid who 
came forward tour years after 
the murders to say that Ms. 
Contemplation bad been 
framed. 

They also complain the 
Philipine government did not 
do enough for the de 
woman. Philippine dip tom 
say they visited her regularly 
and she never recanted her 
confession. 

“I would like to thank the 
Filipino people who have 
joined os in cmr fight for 
justice. Let us continue the 
struggle for justice for my 
mother,” Ms. Contempla- 
tion’s 17-year-old daughter, 
Russel, said at the mass. 

She spoke before her 
mother’s open, white metal 
coffin. 


7 EU countries drop border controls 


BRUSSELS (R) — Internal 
border controls between 
seven of the European Un- 
ion’s (EU) 15 members dis- 
appeared Sunday in die most 
far reaching move yet to cre- 
ate a bloc in which citizens 
can move unchecked. 

The so-called Schengen 
Agreement, signed in 1985 by 
five countries and by a furth- 
er two in 1992, embraces 
Belgium, the Netherlands, 
Luxembourg, France, Ger- 
many, Spain and Portugal. 
Other EU members may join 
later. 

“Schengen can be under- 
stood as a precursor to com- 
plete freedom of movement , 
in all of Europe,” said Ger- 
man Foreign Minister Klaus 
Kinkel in a statement. 

Passengers flying between 
file seven countries can now 
leave from domestic rather 
than international airport ter- 
minals and will not be subject 
to identify checks. 

A group of members of the 
European Parliament flew 
into Brussels airport from' 
different countries in the . 
Schengen accord to mark the 
event 

“Controlling 10,000 
kilometres of bolder will be 


much easier than controlling 
40,000 kilometres, including 
all the internal borders,” Bel- 
•gian Deputy Fernand Her- 
man told Reuters as the par- 
liamentarians sipped cham- 
pagne after sailing through 
arrivals without showing their 
passports. 

Staff at the airport worked 
overnight to post special signs 
giving arriving ana departing 
passengers directions to the 
right control points. 

Not all airports have man- 
aged to build special termin- 
als on time, and even in 
Brussels passengers from the 
Schengen zone have to make 



pol Airport near Amsterdam 
will not be ready until the 
year end. 

The Euro-MPs were due to 
make the journey to the town 
in Luxembourg after which 
the accord was named. 

Although passengers arriv- 
ing from Schengen countries 
will not have to show pass- 
ports, they will still have to 
show proof in the shape of a 
boarding pass, that they are 
travelling from a Schengen 
territory. 


German Deputy Dieter 
Rogalla said the problem re- 
mained that airlines still con- 
tinue checking passports. 

The Schengen system in- 
volves strengthened external 
border controls and a central- 
ised information system to 
track criminals. 

The Schengen group’s cen- 
tral computer, the Schengen 
Information System, based in 
Strasbourg, contains 10 mil- 
lion files and a million names 
of people considered undesir- 
able. 

Police will be able to use it 
to track stolen cars, forged 
money, crime suspects and 
illegal arms. 

Ironically the data base is 
in English, using the lan- 
guage of Britain which has 
refused to join the treaty, 
partly because it does not 
believe plans for policing the 
external frontier are thor- 
ough enough. 

Italy and Greece have also 
signed the convention and 
will join when their informa- 
tion systems have been 
adapted. Austria, an obser- 
ver since July 1994 and an 
EU member since Jan. 1, is 
to sign next month, but will 
take time, to participate frilly. 


Burma cuts prisoners’ sentences to mark army day 


RANGOON (Agencies) — 
Burma's military government 
said it has cut by one-third 
the sentences of more than 
23,000 prisoners in honour of 
the 50th celebration of 
Armed Forces Day, official 
media repotted Sunday. 

The New Light Of Myan- 
mar newspaper said the 
minister of home affairs, 
Lieutenant-General Mya 
Thinn, issued a decree reduc- 
ing the sentences of mmatwi 
who have worked on projects 
that were completed in time 
for the celebration Monday. 

“As a gesture hailing the 
golden jubilee Armed Forces 
Day, One-tbird of their sent- 
ences... has been reduced,” 
the order said, without 
adding whether this meant 
that any of the prisoners 
would walk free. 

But state-run newspapers, 
television and radio made no 
mention of any leniency to- 
wards Aung San Suu Kyi, a 
co-founder of the opposition 
National League for Demo- 
cracy (NLD) who has been 
under house arrest in Ran- 
goon since July 1989. 


There have been renewed 
rumours in diplomatic circles 
and among residents of Ran- 
goon that Mr. Suu Kyi may 
be set free soon. 

Top officials of the ruling 
State Law and Order Res- 
toration Council (SLORC) 
have been busy cutting rib- 
bons and inaugurating a high- 
way, several bridges, a beach 
resort and television channel 
— all to be ready in time for 
Monday. 

Aimed Forces Day marks 
the anniversary of the date in 
1945 when the Burmese rose 
to end Japan's World War n 
occupation. 

Burma officially has no 
political prisoners, although 
dissidents, diplomats and hu- 
man rights groups abroad say 
several thousand people are 
in jail for political offences. 

On March 15, the govern- 
ment announced the release 
of 31 prisoners, including 
leading dissidents Tin Oo and 
Kyi Maung. 

Diplomats described them 
as tiie two most prominent 
opposition figures to be set 
free since the house aixest of 


former Prime Minister U Nn 
was lifted in April 1992. 

Former Defence Minister 
Tin Oo, 68, was a co-founder 
with Ms. Suu Kyi of the NLD 
in 1988 and became its first 
chairman. He was arrested 
with her in July 1989 and 
imprisoned on a charge of 
stirring discoid. 

Mr. Kyi Maung, 76, a for- 
mer colonel, led the NLD to 
an overwhelming election 
victory in 1990 but the 
SLORC, the ruling body of 
the Burmese Armed Forces, 
ignored the result and has 
retained power ever since. 

Their release could mean a 
revival of the dialogue started 
between the SLORC and Ms. 
Suu Kyi last September 
which apparently has stalled 
since October, diplomats 
said. 

Ms. Suu Kyi ; the daughter 
of Burmese independence 
hero Genera] Aung San, has 
said she wants her release to 
be unconditional and that she 
will make no secret deals with 
the generals to win her free- 


Mean while, troops of the 
Burmese military junta suf- 
fered nearly 100 casualties in 
a battle against opium war- 
lord Khun Sa's Maung Tai 
Army (MTA), a Thai 
military-nm television chan- 
nel said Saturday. 

Thirty-two Burmese troops 
were lolled and 60 others 
wounded in a two-and-a-haff- 
hour clash Friday with the 
MTA at Ban Pang Ko in the 
east of the country, about 10 
kilometres (six miles) from 
the Thai border, Channel 7 
said. 

Khun Sa lost six men, the 
station said, without provid- 
ing any numbers of personnel 
from either side engaged in 
the firefight. 

The station also said that 
Rangoon troops and the 
MTA had clashed against 
early Saturday in a battle 
lasting three horns at Ban 
Pang Pak Kud, about 20 
kilometres from Thailan d*; 
Mae Sai district. No casualty 
figures from the incident 
were however available. 


Squatter camp 
schoolgirl 
becomes 
millionaire 

JOHANNESBURG (AFP) 
— A schoolgirl from a squat- 
ter camp near the south coast 
city of Port Elizabeth Satur- 
day became an instant mil- 
lionaire when she won a slot 
machine jackpot, hotel group 
Sun International said. In a 
statement, the group said the 

schoolgirl, whom they did not 
name, won the Million Mania 
jackpot at Sun International’s 
Amatola Sun Hotel at Bubo, 
200 kilometres (125 miles) 
north of Port Elizabeth. Hie 
giri spent 22 .5 rand ($6.25) 
and won 1,026,956 rand 
($285,262), the statement 
said. It added that the giri 
planned to use the money to 
build a house for her parents, 
who are extremely poor, and 
to fund her studies. 



Paiyda saved by 
blood donation 
from two bears 

BEUING (AFP) — The only 
giant panda in the world to be 
born and raised in captivity 
has escaped death thanks to a 
blood transfusion from two 
blackTiears. Yong Liang (Al- 
ways Bright), two years ami 
four months old, was found 
to be highly anemic Feb. 14 
and needed an urgent blood 
transfusion, the official 
Chinese News Agency, 
Xinhua, said Sunday. But 
veterinarians at the Beijing 
Zoo were unable to give h a 
sufficient amount of panda 
Mood in an injection because 
the be ginning of the Chinas*- 
lunar year is the reproductive 
period for these mammals, 
which are close to becoming 
extinct. Experts turned in- 
stead to the black bears, 
which are dose relatives. The 
next day, 600 mflhlitj^ (18 
fluid ounces) of red blood 
cells were taken from two of 
the bears, the agency said. 
Hie young panda unmeefiato- 
ly started to recover and its 
health is almost back to nor- 
mal, Xinhua said. 

Loud Chinese 
city fines noisy 
residents 

BEUING (R) — China’s 
cacophonous southern 
booomtown Guangzhou has 
cracked down on noisy red- 
dents, fining 27 work units a 
total of 120,000 yuan 
"14,300) for noise pollution, 
s China Daily said Satur- 
day. People almost every- 
where in the dty, an econo- 
mic powerhouse with in- 
numerable construction sites, 
dance balls and traffic- 
clogged roads, face noise 
levels above 50 decibels — 
similar to standing next to an 
air-conditioner, it said. A 
karaoke bar and Pepsico’s 
Guangzhou branch were 
among the 27 units fined a 
total of 120,000 yuan for 
emitting more than 70 de- 
cibels of noise, the newspap- 
er said. More than 60 other 
units were warned to reduce 
their noise emissions, it said. 

3 London girls 
guilty of robbing 
model Hurley 

LONDON (R) — Three 
teenage girls accused of rob- 
bing British model Elizabeth 
Hurley, the new face of Estee 
Lauder comestics, were 
found guilty. The three had 
denied robbing Hurley of £10 
($16) at knifepoint on a 
quiet, elegant street in Lou- 
don’s South Kensington dis- 
trict last November. A fourth 
pleaded guilty. Judge Gerald 
Butler, who adjourned the 
case until April 1 2 for sen- 
tencing, said: >( I have in mind 
a custodial sentence.” The 
jury at Southwark Crown 
Court in South London took 
just one hour to reach their 
decision. Hurley, 29, whose 
actor boyfriend Hugh Grant 
starred in the low-budget hit 
film Four Weddings And A 
Funeral, flew in from New 
York earlier this week to 
testify at the trial. The mod- 
el, who shot to fame wearing 
a revealing dress held 
together with safety pins at 
the premiere of Grains film, 
told the court that one of the 
girls had held a knife “about 
an inch from my stomach.” 
The actress, who recently 
signed a modelling contract 
with Estee Lander repotted 
to be worth £3 million ($4.7 
million), said she gave her 
assailants £10 (about $16)- 
“They sort of sneered and. 
said that’s not enough. They 
said something like *we can’t 
get some big macs with that 1 
and said ‘give ns your 
purse’,” she told the court. 
She escaped from her attack- ■ 
ers when she ran into the 
road and waved down a pas- 
sing van driver. 
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Queen’s visit concentrated on S. African blacks 


URBAN, South Africa 


* 4 .. _ ^ L jiwruiy tfvuui Africa (R) 

■' «ac:s * Britain’s Queen Elizabeth 

Cuy .j/p 'J>‘? ^turned home Sunday from 
> £jv?si'state visit to South Africa 
kn- i: . i rich focused on the black 
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sharp contrast, to the 
1' . v ^. r <; ;' f hite crowds that greeted her 
, ' , ?*'' -t'Va her last visit in 1947 with 

* T - .i',.’ - ' 5 ':k?r parents King George VI 

;•<: id Queen Elizabeth and sis- 
Princess Margaret, the 
** — \- - -V; -r-lTiciis 48 years later was very 

v7- z^/iuch on the black realities of 
■’■iit, rat-apartheid South Africa. 

She visited community and 
*STtt2a a location facilities in six im- 

.i ^Vedkoverished black townships 
J *OOCi cJopati » round Cape Town, Port Eli- 
rom two w* ^ Johannesburg and 

Oegf, turban to see the other side 
sj.Tj '* f South Africa. 

“ *.r>. But her only views of the 
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Chechenya frontline village 
braces for war as talks fail 


British Queen Hiabttt H, Zulu King Good- 
will Zwetithini and Us wife and tbe Duke of 
Edinburgh (back), share a joke during a 


photo-call, after a ceremonious luncheon in 
Durban (AFP photo) 


% **' m "^/ere a quick drive or walk 

40 j"- 1 ' ast, to the disappointment 

t" ■*■■5: — — — — - 


of some township dwellers. 

In the sprawling Soweto 
township southwest of Johan- 
nesburg, she also unveiled 
the first memorial in South 
Africa to 607 black service- 
men who died when their 
ship sank in the English 
Channel on their way to 
France and World War I in 
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•r ^ South African President Nelaon Mandela smiles as Britein’s 
1 ‘ \ ‘ : i . Queen Elizabeth II waves goodbye to the people of Durban 

lh at the end of her rix-day offldil visit, the find since 1947. 

During the day she was given a staffed lioness and a prize 
buD (AFP photo) 

3ud Chine*: _ 

isldenis ! Thousands more Hutus 


1917. 

Hie only other memorial 
to the men had been at the 
southern English port of 
Southampton, near where 
their ship the Mendi sank in 
icy, fog-shrouded Channel 
waters. 

Blade war veterans also 
met the queen and Prince 
Philip during the ceremony in 
Soweto's Avalon Cemetery 
— again a contrast to the 
1947 visit when black sendee- 
men were kept well away 
from the royal viators. 

One of the highlights of the 
visit came in Port Elizabeth, 
which was induded on the 
tour after hard lobbying by 
die government of Eastern 
Cape Province, one of the 
poorest in the nation. 

Police said more than 
100,000 people turned out to 
greet her in New Brighton 
township and other parts of 
the Indian Ocean city in a 
welcome royal officials said 
was one of the outstanding 
moments of her 43-year 
reign. 

The queen also came as 
bead of the Commonwealth, 
and she marked South Afri- 
ca’s return to the 51-nation 
community of former B ritish 
imperial possessions with a 
gala banquet in Pretoria for 


Commonwealth diplomats 
and representatives. 

This set the seal on South 
Africa’s return to the com- 
munity it quit in 1961 under 
international pressure over 
its apartheid policies. 

President Nelson Mandela, 
who came to power after the 
country’s historic all-race 
elections last April ended 
centuries of white minority 
rule, described the royal visit 
as one of the unforgettable 
moments in South Africa’s 
history. 

He was quoted as saying 
“the visit served to cement 
and underpin South Africa's 
return to democracy.” 

The queen praised South 
Africa’s “great act of recon- 
ciliation and rebuilding” and 
pledged: 

“We wish to play our full 
part in support of your efforts I village, n 
to bring basic services to all, | fled befo 
and to create a climate from 
which violence and fear are 
absent, through a substantial 
programme of assistance.” 

The visit was also a trip 
down memory lane for a 
woman who last visited the 
country as a young princess, 
and where she celebrated her 
21st birthday wfafle already 
secretly engaged to Prince 
Philip, who she married later 
in 1947. 


fleeing Burundi capital 


TSOTSIN YURf, Russia 
(AFP) — Talks between Rus- 
sian and Chechen comman- 
ders at the frontline village of 
Tsotsin Yurt proved fruitless 
Sunday and a new battle 
seemed inevitable. 

“We agreed to meet again 
and not to shoot at each other 
now, but they’ll attack any- 
way. They’re soldiers, 
they’ve been ordered to,” 
Said Hussiyov, a 32-year-old 
fighter at the talks, said. 

“They conld attack at any 
time, right now. We know 
that,” he said. 

The refugee-swollen vil- 
lage lies between the two 
main Chechen strongholds of 
Shali and Gudermes, but 
hopes that it migh t escape the 
war were dashed after the 
fourth fruitless round of 
talks. 

The Chechen fighters in 
the town say there is no way 
they can surrender their 
weapons, as the Russians as 

as king 

Russian tanks are dug iq 
just 200 metres across a field 
from the Chechen frontlines. 
More reinforcements were 
brought up overnight, Mr. 
Hussiyov said. 

“They warned us they have 
all the latest weapons, elec- 
tronics and special rockets. 
They would already be shoot- 
ing now if there hadn’t been 
these talks. We’re both 
buying time,” said Ali Mus- 
sayev, 35. the local deputy 
commander. 

Mr. Mussayev estimated 
there were between 25,000 
and 40,000 people in the tiny 
village, many of than having 
fled Before the Russian adv- 
ance. 

“Of course the Russians 
know all these people are 
here. They say we have to 
follow orders, a soldier fol-. 
lows orders,” he said. 

“They absolutely don’t 
want to fight. They want to 
go home,” Mr. Hussiyov 
said. “No one wants to 
fight.” 

The village's hospital has 
-already evacuated and a ma- 
jor hospital in nearby Kur- 
cfaaloi has begun to pull out 


to facilities in the Caucasus 
Mountains. 

“We must prepare for the 
worst and keep getting ready 
for an evacuation,” said 
Francois Calas, from the in- 
ternational humanitarian aid 
group Mededns Sans Fron- 
tieres (MSF). 

The first group of wounded 
have already been moved to 
file mountains, he said. 

As the fighting moves 
south and the Chechens re- 
treat, town by town, the 
medical situation has become 
acute. Hospitals have been 
bit, destroyed or forced to 
evacuate by Russian shelling 
and bombing. 

The crowded and dirty 
conditions that thousands of 
civ ilians are living in has 
added the threat of 
epidermis, such as cholera 
and diphtheria, to the grue- 
some body count of the war. 

MSF, which works around 
the clock to provide the 
sparsely equipped hospitals 
with expertise and medicines, 
has also been hampered by 
the Russian authorities, Mr. 
Calas said. 

Russian army posts have 
been ordered not to allow 
more than small amounts of 
medicla aid into the 
Checfaen-separatist control- 
led part of the country. 

“We have a lot of stocks in 
Nazran (just outside 
Chechenya). Probably 50 per 
cent of stocks are there. We 
can take it to Grozny, but not 
to the south,” Mr. Calas said. 

Russian checkpoints were 
ordered by headquarters not 
to allow MSF lorries through, 
only their jeep-sized cars, 
Mr. Calas said. 

He said Chechen author- 
ities were not ready to handle 
any epidemics and that there 
would be difficult long-term 
physical and mental rehabi- 
litation for people who live 
through the war. 

Chechen President 
Dzhokhar Dudayev declared 
his republic independent 
from the Russian Federation 
in 1991, after the breakup of 
the Soviet Union. Russian 
forces poured into the tiny 


Muslim* republic, in the Cau- 
casus on Dec. 11 last year to 
restore rule. 

Chechen separatist forces 
mil make a major defence of 
Shali against the Russian 
army and only agree to 
negotiate if the Russians 
withdraw, said rebel Com- 
mander Aslan Maskhadov 
Sunday. 

“Shill we are going to real- 
ly defend,” Mr. Maskhadov 
told AFP. 

If forced to nearby moun- 
tains, his men will make the 
war a “nightmare” for the 
Russians, he added. 

Speaking just before the 
start of a major Russian heli- 
copter and artillery attack on 
the centre of Shali, Mr. Mas- 
khadov said Chechen inde- 
pendence fighters would only 
negotiate if Russia polled out 
totally. 

Hie Chechen separatists 
have declared Shali their , 
capitla since Russian forces 
took control of the break- 
away republic’s main city. 


But Mr. Maskhadov added 
that the question of 
Cbechenya’s independence 
from the Russian Federation, 
which Moscow is fighting to 
end, was open to discussion. 

“We are not talking about 
that yet. We’re simply asking 
to sit down at the table ana 
talk — after a complete with- 
drawal of Russian troops,” 
he said. 

“We would then sit down 
and solve the independence 
question. There are many 
possibilities, like elections 
and referendums, as long as 
the pople are allowed to de- 
cide.” 

But at present the Russians 
were “bolding a gun to our 
head,” he said. 

Early Sunday morning, 
Russian artillery opened up a 
fierce barrage on central Sha- 
Iia and helicopters circled the 
town firing machine guns. 

Mr. Maskhadov and his 
bodyguards left quickly in a 
small Lada car with black- 
tinted windows, and Chechen 
fighters fired back at the heH- 
copters with hea'vy 


machineguns. 

The shelling apeared to.be 
across several residential 
neighbourhoods, with projec- 
tiles whistling overhead and 
debris flying across back 
streets. Cars drove at high 
speed and those on foot had 
to move quickly to find cov- 
er. 

The barrage ended a brief 
lull after a night of heavy 
artillery and multiple rocket 
duels between Chechen fight- 
ers dug in around Shali and 
Russian troops positioned in 
a dose semi-cude to the west 
and east. > 

Despite Russian gains last 
week, notably taking the 
town of Aigun after shelling 
it for three months, Mr. Mas- 
khadov said his army was for 
from a spent force. 

“We could have stayed in 
Aigun for another month, 
fighting neighbourhood by 
neighbourhood like in Groz- 
ny, but it had no significance 
to os anymore,” he said. 

“The Russians want to 
take Shali and Gudermes and 
push us into the mountains. 
Then they will say they’ve 
won the war and we are just 
bandits in the hiUs,” he said. 

“I just wanted to show that 
I am ready to fight a real war, 
army against army, position 
against positions. ...if we go 
to the mountains, then it will 
be a nightmare for the Rus- 
sians,” he said. “The moun- 
tains will be our kind of war.” 

Mr. Maskhadov said he 
had met with Presidnet 
Dzhokhar Dudayev Saturday 
and that the separatist leader 
was well and “not for from” 
Shali. 

A few civilians remain in 
Shali, mostly those with no- 
where to go. 

Dadal Magomadovich, a 
57-year-okl man with a bright 
red face, gold teeth and a Air 
hat, emerged from his bouse 
on back street and said: “I’m 
guarding my house. I served 
for four years in the Soviet 
army and never expected my 
former comrades to do this.” 

He said nothing could 
make him leave Shali. 


BUJUMBURA (R) — ; 
Thousands of Hutus fled 
townships near Burundi’s 
capital Bujumbura Sunday in 
: a fresh exodus towards near- 
by Zaire’s frontier, the Inter- 
national Committee of the 
Red Cross (ICRC) said. 

’ “Our teams reported peo- 
ple leaving Kamenge and 
. Kinimana in large numbers, 
.thousands. This is worrying,” 
said ICRC chief delegate 
Maijolaine Martin in Bujum- 
bura. 

. Tens of thousands of Hutus 


-Jtedthe dty Friday after Tutsi 
militiamen rampaged on a 
night of arson, shooting and 
grenade explosions that left 
up to several hundred dead. 
Many of them flooded down 
the road west of Bujumbura 
towards Zaire. 

Serious clashes have not 
yet broken out in Kamenge 
but some fear the township 
conld be the next Tutsi 
target. 

Hie U.N. High Commis- 
si on e r for Refugees 
(UNHCR) office in Nairobi 


says only 15,000 people have 7 '"; 
spilled into Zaire’s frontier 
town of Uvira, but relief offi- 
cials said many were avoiding 
roads and taking back routes. 

The fighting between 
Burundi’s two ethnic gro u ps 


has provoked fears that the 
Central African country will 
go tile same way as its north- 
ern neighbour Rwanda, 
where up to one milli on peo- 
ple, most of them Tutsts, 
were slaughtered last year. 

Hie streets of Burundi’s 
capital Bujumbura were de- 


r . ea :r.-ri ?*■» 

, serted egggpt for military pair- 
rols Sunday. 

“This is a war zone. You 
cannot enter here,” one Tutsi 
soldier told reporters trying 
to get into the blitzed suburb 
of Buyenzi. Tutsi gangs 
turned reporters away from 
Bwiza suburb. 

A single corpse lay in the 
road in Buyenzi where 
dozens were strewn about 
Saturday after heavy clashes 
Friday in which witnesses 
said up to 500 were killed. 


Fighting, . Experts warn of new Chernobyl peril 


Bhutto lauds Hillary as role model for women 


\ : _ ,r _ SLAMABAD (AFP) — 

... .. . ‘ Pakistani Prime Minister Be- 

- -r.mazir Bhutto described U.S. 
-> rirst lady Hillary Clinton here 
V -TJ Sunday as a “symbol” for 
* ' . .vomen ' throughout the 

vorfd. 

At a luncheon for the U.S. 
„| r k iresident’s wife, Ms. Bhutto 
QSIuCfji ‘ .iraised Mis. Clinton’s role 
jjfy of fOt)"' r :’or the cause of women, chil- 
, ii lf jpy Iren and education, saying “I 
1 « - “ r ■ im utterly fascinated by Hfll- 
-■■uy Clinton’s efforts to rede- 
i : ' ine the role of women in the 

j,. . United States.” 

^ : 1 “You are a symbol for all 
' romen in east and west,” she 
■ J aid comparing Hillary Clin- 
'* ■ - r on with Eleanor Roosevelt. 
“ . In her brief remarks the 

' J.S. first lady described Ms. 
vlhutto’s leadership as 
. 'beacon for all of us.” 


She said “women are 
breaking new ground, avail- 
ing new opportunities” 
everywhere in the world. 

Hillary Clinton flew to Isla- 
mabad late Saturday on the 
first leg of her two-week 
South Asian tour that will 
also take her to India, Bang- 
ladesh, Nepal and Sri Tan ka. 

She was received by Ms. 
Bhutto's husband Asif AH 
Zardari. 

In her arrival statement she 
said “our nations have en- 
joyed a long friendship and 
shared interests, and for that 
reason I am pleased to begin 
my visit to South Asia from 
here in Pakistan.” 

The purpose of her visit is 
to gam first-hand knowledge 
of development activities in 
the region, which comprises 


one fifth of the world’s 
population, officials said. 

“Two weeks is far too brief » 
a time to absorb the full 
richness and vitality of this 
region of the world,” die 
said. But die hoped her visit 
will help Americans and 
South Asians gain “a greater 
appreciation of the opportu- 
nities and challenges that join 
us as a global family.” 

“In Pakistan I look for- 
ward to seeing new places 
and making new friends, and 
also to learning more about 
the rich, dynamic history and 
traditions that you have lent 
the world,” she said. 

The visit is the first in more 
than three decades by a U.S. 
first lady since Jacqueline 
Kennedy came to Pakistan in 
March 1962, officials here 


said. 

Mrs. Clinton, who is 
accompanied by daughter 
Chelsea and a 15-member de- 
legation, later went to see 
Saudi funded Faisal Mosque. 

On Monday she will leave 
for tiie historic dty of Lahore 
biown as the country’s cultu- 
ral capital. 

Meanwhile Pakistani 
police said Sunday they have 
arrested two more men with 
alleged links to Ramzi 
Yousef, the man charged 
with the 1993 bombing of 
New York’s World Trade 
Centre. 

Prime Minister Bhutto has 
ordered a crackdown against 
suspected terrorists, and 
police have arrested more 
than 10 men in tha past 
month. 


7 eltsin heads towards polls with 2- week train trip 


. 40SC0W (AFP) — Presi- 
, -"ent Boris Yeltsin embarks 
' ionday on a two-week train 
>umey through Russia that 
- ears all the hallm arks of a 
■' 'histle-stop tour aimed at 
inning support for the com- 
ig year of elections. 

. - v ’ Mr. Yeltsin will officially 
1:.* e leaving on a “working 
vacation’’ Monday when he 
.!>./oards the train to Ryazan, 
. .. ' is first stop on the trip across 
! tassia to the resort town of 
ochi on the Black Sea. 

“It’s a normal vacation, 
V. 7 ot an electoral campaign 
r 7 ip,” the president’s new 
-tookesman Sergei Med- 
, : idev, told reporters. 

' But few doubt that the real 
:r “ mpose of Mr. Yeltsin's train 
gurney is to seek support 
['■ 5 ’ lea d of parliamentary elec- 
^ for December and a 
7 jpidentia] poll due to be 
« in June 1996. 

? Mr. Yeltsin, whose rating 
' , opinion polls has plunged 
1 a record low of seven per 
:;^^nt since the war in 
* Chechenya began, is using 
. e trip to project an image of 
asperity to Russians who 


will follow his journey on the 
television news. 

Newspapers say shabby 
towns along Mr. Yeltsin’s 
route are being hastily 
spruced up in the grand Rus- 
sian tradition of the “Potem- 
kin villages” prettified for 
Catherine the Great when 
she traveled down the Volga 
in the 18th century. 

“Yeltsin will be shown a 
'Little Switzerland’ along the 
route to Ryazan,” the popu- 
lar newspaper ^oskovsky 
Komsomolets said. 

It said building?, posts and 
fences had been repainted, 
garbage heaps incinerated 
and anti-Yeltsin graffiti 
washed away along the 200- 
Itilometre (120-mile) stretch 
of rail to Ryazan. 

Mr. Yeltsin has not yet said 
whether he intends to run for 
the presidency next year, but 
his loss of popularity has up- 
set his supporters among 
“democrats” who fear they 
may not even get a candidate 
into the second round of vot- 
ing in June. 

The president, whose milit- 
ary intervention in 


Chechenya in December has 
proved highly unpopular, has 
suffered a series of other 
setbacks lately. 

Hie launch of a new televi- 
sion network to be run by 
eight financial and industrial 
groups allied with Mr. Yelt- 
sin has been on the rocks 
since the March 1 murder of 
the man who was to head it, 
the television star Vladislav 
Listyev. 

The State Duma, the lower 
house of parliament, mean- 
while, has just passed a law 
Opposed by Mr. Yeltsin that 
retains proportional voting 
for half the 450 Duma seats 
to be filled in December — a 
step that will give a signifi- 
cant boost to the ultra- 
nationalists of Vladimir Zhir- 
inovsky. 

Presidential aides are 're- - 
portedly considering post- 
poning the elections by two . 
years, but such a move would 
nave the effect of an atomic 
bomb. 

“A delay of this sort would 
set off a very powerful wave 
of protest, creating the risk of 


nearly uncontrollable agita- 
tion," a Western diplomat 
said. 

The Only positive develop- 
ment for the president’s team 
has been a drop in the rate of 
inflation to 11 per cent in 
February and a reported re- 
sumption of industrial pro- 
duction after years of decline. 

Mr. Yeltsin made the most 
of the good news when the 
leaders of Russia’s 21 repub- 
lics came to Moscow last 
week for talks, launching a 
presidential “charm offen- 
sive” with the elections in 
mind. He is likely to continue 
with this. 

“Boris Yeltsin has turned 
to the issue of reforming rela- 
tions between the centre and 
the regions and republics ev- 
ery time his affairs in Moscow 
have hit a bad spell,” the 
commentator Sergei Par- 
khomenko wrote in the daily 
Sevodnya. 

“It is therefore nearly in- 
evitable that this question 
will come up in Yeltsin's 
speeches throughout his train 
trip,” he added. 


threatens 
to bury 
Bosnia 
truce 


SARAJEVO (AFP) — A 
week of heavy fighting has 
left Bosnian government 
forces in control of several 
strategic heights, but 
threatens to bury the four- 
month ceasefire doe to expire 
in five weeks. 

Meanwhile, Serb forces are 
retaliating by shelling towns, 
including U.N.-declared safe 
areas. 

U.N. Protection Force 
(UNPROFOR) officials here 
said government forces, who 
went on the offensive last 
Monday, have seized two vit- 
al telecommunication relay 
toweis, a serious blow to the 
Serbs' command-and-control 
military capacity. 

Muslim-led troops seized a 
television tower in central 
Bosnia, capturing the 1,933 
metre-high Paljenik peak in 
the Vlasic range, UNPRO- 
FOR officials said. 

Government forces are 
also believed to have taken 
Stotice, another peak used 
for television and military re- 
transmissions, just east of 
Tuzla, in the northeast of the 
country. 

Bosnian Serb leader Rado- 
van Karadzic appeared to 
confirm government gains by' 
calling Saturday for immedi- 
ate peace talks and a return 
by Bosnian forces to the lines 
they held before an initial 
ceasefire accord was agreed 
on Dec. 24. 

“In their most recent 
offensives, the Muslim side 
has engaged in a major war 
which will not be ended by 
the ceasefires the internation- 
al community calls for each 
time the Muslims are 
threatened with defeat,” Mr. 
Karadzic warned. 

The government ride has 
defended its actions by daim- 
ing the latest attacks are 
meant to release pressure on 
its troops under attack by 
Serb coalition forces in the 
northwest Bihac enclave. 

It has also told UNPROFOR 
that its’ current military * 
objectives were “very li- 
mited,” a suggestion of initial 
moves ahead of a future 
large-scale operation rather 
than the actual start of the 
long-expected spring offen- 


LONDON (R) — Western 
scientists have warned that a 
second catastrophic explosion 
at the Chernobyl nuclear 
plant in the Uknrine could 


happen at any time, the 
Observer newspaper said 
Sunday. 

The British weekly said it 
obtained a report, suppressed 
by European Commission 
officials, which contained the 
warning about Chernobyl, 
site of die world’s worst nuc- 
lear accident in 1986. 

■ “In a secret report... they 
say pillars supporting the 
damaged reactor building are 
in imminent danger of bur- 
sting,” the Observer said. 

“Their collapse could seat 
debris crashing through the 
concrete sarcophagus built 
round the irradiated, bumt- 
out remains of ChernoWl’s 
Reactor Number 4 or rabble 
xxx&d plunge into Reactor 3 
immediately next to it, which 


is still fully operational, trig- 
gering another core melt- 
down.” 

The newspaper said the 
report was being suppressed 
by European Commission 
officials battling with Ukra- 
nian politicians over the site’s 
future and pricetag of a 
cleanup. 

Western governments and 
the scientists say the whole 
plant should be shut down 
immediately. But Ukrainian 
officials are refusing until 
Western cash and expertise 
are available to help build 
replacements. 

“It’s a scandal that this is 
being shrouded in secrecy 
when the safely of Europe’s 
public is at risk,” a source 
near die investigation told 
the Observer. 

An explosion at the Cher- 
nobyl nodear plant in 1986 
contaminated much of the 
continent. Medical experts 


say the disaster has caused an 
increase in the number of 
cases of cancer in children 
and physical deformities. 

Fire and the blast in Cher- 
nobyl’s fourth reactor spewed 
radiation over most of 
Europe and Ukrainian offi- 
cials say 8,000 people have 
since died as a result. 

The plant’s second reactor 
was closed after a fire in 
1991. 

President Leonid Kuchma 
said earlier this month the 
world community had to 
work out how to dose down 
‘ Chernobyl but had to take 
aocoaot) of Ukraine's econo- 
mic troubles. 

In Paris last week the. 
World Bank said rich nations 
should offer enough cash to 
plug a hole in Ukraine’s fund- 
ing needs for this year, but 
tiie European Union was 
holding out for a deal on 
dosing down Chernobyl. 


Mrs.Mandela‘on her way out’ of government 


WEENEN, South Africa (R) 
— A South African newspap- 
er reported Sunday that Win- 
nie Mandela may already 
have been fired from the 
government but her 
estranged husband President 
Nelson Mandela declined to 
comment. 

The Sunday Tribune 

r ted unnamed sources in 
ruling African National 
Congress (ANC) as saying 
Deputy President Thabo 
Mbeki bad already told Mrs. 
Mandela of her dismissal as 
deputy minister of arts, cul- 
ture, science and technology 
and would make a public 
announcement this week. 

“Reports from well-placed 
sources inside the ANC indi- 
cate that Winnie Mandela 
may already have been fired 
from the government of 
national unity,” the paper 
reported. 

Asked about the report. 
President Mandela said it was 


better to leave the matter in 
the hands of Mr. Mbeki. 

“He has been handling this 
matter,” the president told 
reporters at a public meeting 
in the town of Weenen in 
KwaZulu-Natal province. 

“I don't think it would be 
correct for me to express on 
this matter. I have put it m 
his (Mbeki’s) hands.” Mr. 
Mbeki conld not be : reached 1 
for comment. 

Local newspapers reported 
last week that the president 
had decided to fire Mrs. 
Mandela once Britain’s 
Queen Elizabeth had ended 
her state visit to South Afri- 
ca. The queen left Saturday 
night. 

The reports said she would 
be dismissed because she 
travelled to West Africa in 
February m defiance of a 
government order that she 
should remain in South Affi- 


Whfle she was away, police 
raided her home and offices 
in search of evidence to sup- 
port allegations that she had 
used her government post to 
obtain housing contracts for a 
construction firm in which 
she has an interest. 

Mrs. Mandela, who has a 
long history of controversy, 
told an ANC function Satur- 
day night that the row over 
her trip to West Africa was 
the result of breakdown in 
communications. 

“I had no intention to defy ' 
the president. I went there in 
the service of my countiy,” 
she said, making no direct 
reference to the reports of 
her imminent dismissal. 

She criticised the govern- 
ment in her speech for host- 
ing an expensive visit by the 
queen wnile many South 
Africans still had no adequ- 
ate housing, running water or 
electricity one year after the 
ANC had come to power. 


Moldova’s breakaway region votes 


TIRASPOL, Moldova (AP) 
— The breakaway Trans- 
Dniester region of eastern 
Moldova held local elections 
Sunday as well as a referen- 
dum on the withdrawal of 
Russian troops. 

Polling stations opened at 7 
a.m. (0400 GMT) and voting 
was brisk. 

Moldova and Russia signed 
an agreement last August to 
gradually withdraw Russia’s 
14th Army for Trans- 
Dniester. But the region’s 
separatist leaders have re- 


jected tiie pact, fearing the 
troops’ withdrawal would 
allow Moldova to reestablish 
administrative control. 

Moldovan authorities have 
declared the elections and 
referendum illegal. 

Moldova became indepen- 
dent when the Soviet Union 
broke up in 1991. Separatist 
leaders in mostly Slavic 
Trans-Dniester fear that Mol- 
dova will reunite with Roma- 
nia, to which most of it be- 
longed before Soviet annexa- 
tion in 1940. 


Ethnic Romanians make 
up more than 60 per cent of 
Moldova’s population. 

Still, a year apo Moldovan 
authorities joined the 
Moscow-led Commonwealth 
of Independent States. 

More than 700 people died 
in five months of fighting 
between ethnic Romanians 
and slavs in 1992 before Rus- 
sian peacekeepers were 
moved into Trans-Dniester. 
About 5,000 troops are sta- 
tioned there now. 
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Traffic — once again 

LONGER GROWS the list of traffic accidents, and 
unacceptably higher becomes the number of the 
victims of reckless drivers who seem unwilling to learn 
from the tragedies that continue to plague society as a 
result of their seemingly adamant refusal to drive 
safely. 

A 10-year old child lost his eye Sunday when a track 
driver lost control of his vehicle which be was driving 
above speed limit — not on highway, bnt inside one of 
the most congested areas of toe capital. The accident 
happened on the same day that a traffic seminar 
aided with “recommendations” to improve safety on 
the roads and at a time when the government is 
drafting a new traffic law. The accident also came 
days after similar irresponsible driving led to the 
death of many citizens. 

That we have a major traffic problem is a stark 
reality. Bnt that we have tons far failed to do anything 
about it is even a stronger (me that resonates with 
shame to all of ns: citizens and government. 

The country cannot afford to wait until the new law 
is introduced before the carnage on the roads is 
redressed. The problem is not with legislations. It is 
with people who do not follow than and with police 
that do not enforce them. The responsibility for 
keeping the shadow of death Hanging over oar streets 
is equally shared by the people and the government. 
Something needs to be done now, and urgently so. 

And it would not take a genius to figure out what 
should be done. Traffic police who man toe busy 
circles of Amman should not just watch complacently 
as motorists dart through the circles in complete 
disregard to the rights of way; they should not EaS to 
take action against motorists who drive in the naMdi* 
of the road as if lanes do not exist; they should not just 
sit idle as drivers violate every traffic rule there is. 
Ticketing motorists who park illegally is by no mMiK 
the only task for which the state hires the traffic 
police. Nor is the role of traffic patrols to stop drivers 
who are driving perfectly legally for no other reason 
but to cany out a routine check of their drivers’ 
licences. 

It is time the traffic police adopted efficient 
techniques for making the roads safe to drive on. 
Every motorist who violates a traffic rule should be 
held accountable, stopped, ticketed and given a good 
reason not to repeat his/her violation. That would 
mean enforcement of the law. That would instill in 
people the fear of breaking the law and that would 
eventually teach them to respect the rules of the road. 
In the absence of a natural respect for the law, fear of 
punishment is a sufficient method to bring about that 
respect This, in a sense, would be one of the tools for 
giving people the traffic education that they badly 
need. 

That is the short torn solution. The long term one 
would entail traffic education at schools, universities 
and driving schools. It would entail making too t 
education part of our culture. 

What we need is not a new traffic legislation. What 
we need is law enforcement. There is no reason why 
this should not start now, why it did not start last 
year, the year before or the one before it. 

That 10-year-old child did not have to lose bis eye. 
Unfortunately, he did. The challenge, Indeed the 
duty, is to make sure there are no similar victims 
today or tomorrow. The government is responsi b l e for 
ensuring toe safety of its citizens. The traffic police 
must fulfil its role in that responsibility. Citizens who 
pose a threat to the safety of others must be stopped. 
Jordanians must not continue to suffer from toe 
irresponsible behaviour of drivers who are on the 
road to kill. 



AL RAT daily Sunday said in its editorial that awarding His 
Majesty King Hussein a peace prize from the Simon 
WiesenthaJ Centre and the Ronald Reagan Freedom award 
in Los Angeles on Friday was an expression of appreciation 
of His Majesty's central role in peace making in the Middle 
East and of his role in peace making in the Middle East and 
of his role in enhancing Jordanian-American relations. The 
paper said honouring King Hussein at this level is also 
honouring Jordan's role in its pursuit of comprehensive and 
just peace in the Middle East and of sound relationships 
between the world countries. It said his Majesty affirmed in 
his address at the Simon Weisenthal Centre that tolerance 
and understanding in this small world are two things that 
should be made possible and that previous tragedies should 
be avoided. The paper said that world countries should be 
partners in building better future that they all deserve. 
King Hussein also dearly stressed that the Jordanian 
people are supporting peace and are working for a peace 
that would be accepted by future generations, the paper 


concluded. 


A COLUMNIST in A1 Dustour said Sunday that drivers are 
responsible for the rise in road accidents. Taher A1 Adwan 
said there were no malfunctions in the Kingdom's roads, 
but the real problem is in the way some people drive their 
cars. He said there was no need for a new traffic law which 
will culminate in complicating bureaucratic procedures. 
The current traffic law, which was amended recently, is 
suitable but the problem lies in other reasons, said the 
writer. He said titizens agree that the rise in the number of 
car accidents is caused by a certain category of drivers who 
can be described as reckless. He said such drivers, who 
turned the roads into racing arenas, should not be allowed 
to drive. 





In China after Deng, it appears the 
successor may be bureaucracy 


By Philip Bowring 

HONK KONG —The fis- 
sures opening in China's 
body politic as the post- 
Deng era approaches were 
apparent during the just en- 
ded meeting of the National 
People’s Congress. But it 
would be wrong to assume 
that power struggles pre- 
sage mayhem, or any 
dramatic policy shifts. 

Indeed, it is likely that a 
degree of open dissent 
makes it less likely that one 
small clique will attempt to 
preempt another after Mr. 
Deng leaves the scene, as 
happened with toe Gang of 
Fcur and their opponents 
after Mao’s de ath 

In toe weeks before the 
People's Congress, Presi- 
dent Jiang 7>min took ev- 
ery opportunity to portray 
himself as toe nation’s new 
leader. He made a dramatic 
eight-point statement on re- 
lations with Taiwan. And 
with toe arrest of Zhou 
Beifang, boss of toe once 
exemplary Shougang Cor- 
poration, he sent a dear 
warning to Deng family in- 
terests (a Deng son beads a 
Shougang subsidiary 
quoted in Hong Kong). 

Bat at toe People’s Con- 
gress, Mr. Jiang’s rivals and 
critics had an opportunity 
to vent their frustrations. 
The confirmation of toe 
Shandong party secretary. 


Jiang Cfaunyun, as a deputy 
prime minister, drew “no” 
votes or abstentions from a 
spectacularly large 36 per 
cent of deputies. There 
were rumblings of discon- 
tent over a range of issues, 
from banking legislation to 
policy on Hong Kong. 

But are these signs of an 
organised opposition to Mr. 
Jiang, or simply scattershot 
resentments of particular 
policies and individuals? Is 
there a wider attempt with- 
in toe People’s Congress to 
make itself more than a 
rubber stamp and gain 
some supervisory power 
over government? 

The focus of toe muscle - 
flexing in the People’s Con- 
gress was its chairman, 
Qiao Shi. who emphasised 
the need for rule by law 
rather than by personali- 
ties, and who reminded his 
fellow deputies that senior 
official were servants, not 
masters, of the people. 

Mr. Qiao, with a back- 
ground in state security, has 
extensive inside knowledge 
of the apparatus of power, 
and useful intelligence on 
other leading figures. His 
fcneesitting during the pro- 
democracy demonstrations 
of 1989 and his emphasis on 
legal procedures have given 
him a slightly more liberal 
image than be may deserve. 

The People's Congress 
gave provincial leaders a 


chance to grumble at the 
government. But those 
leaders are unlikely to have 
a common agenda. There 
are vast differences in in- 
terest between buoyant 
Guangdong Province, 
which wants as tittle in- 
terference from Beijing as 
possible, and Szechuan and 
other central and western 
provinces that have been 
little touched by economic 
boom. 

As it meets only once a 
year, the People’s Congress 
poses no direct threat to 
Mr. Jiang. But it illustrates 
toe increasing difficulties 
the centre win have in im- 
posing its will. It also points 
to a revival of the desue for 
more open debate, such as 
existed under Prime Minis- 
ter Zhao Ziyang, 

The instincts of those in 
power will be tcT squelch 
debate if they can and to 
strengthen bureaucratic 
power. They will e mph a s ise 
the party’s duty to help toe 
poor, and stress toe fact 
that toe party’s original 
legitimacy came partly from 
its fight against exploitation 
and corruption. 

Both Mr. Jiang's treat- 
ment of Shougang Corpora- 
tion and some of the 
speeches made at the Peo- 
ple's Congress expressed 
the feh need to combat 
corruption and toe use of 
political power to accumu- 


late personal wealth. 

Mr. Jiang was not merely 
miring a swipe at the Deng 
family for its Shougang con- 
nections. He was also send- 
ing a warning to other 
“princelings,” to foreign in- 
vestors who thought they 
could buy special rela- 
tionships in China, and to 
Chinese entrepreneurs who 
thought that guanxi, or per- 
sonal relationships, could 
over-ride toe rules of toe 
bureaucracy. 

Given the extent of cor- 
ruption, toe central govern- 
ment will have trouble 
achieving modi. 

But the rhetoric appeals 
to popular sentiment and is 
a pretext for toe bureaucra- 
cy to rein in economic re- 
form that have been ex- 
ploited to purloin public 
assets. Those reforms, in 
any^ case, were threatened 
by initiation, the difficulty of 
refurbishing state enter- 
prises, and toe problems of 
mass migration from im- 
poverished countryside to 
the cities. 

Personal rivalries aside, 
one can see a certain com- 
monality in the positions of 
President Jiang, Prime 
Minister Li Peng, Qiao Shi 
of toe People's Congress 
and others. Whether by 
emphasising the rule of law • 
or central authority, all 
seek to preserve the status 


quo minus Mr. Deng. 
Essentially, that means re- 
placing rule by the power of 
personality with rule by a 
nonideological bureaucra- 
cy. 

The emphasis will remain 
on economic growth, but in 
toe context of political sta- 
bility and more even dis- 
tribution of wealth — to 
gain support from poorer 
inland provinces. An 
adventurist approach to 
Taiwan will not be on toe 
agenda. The battle will be 
over who will be the top 
dog and toe degree to which 
decision-making is to be 
collective. 

This is the probability. 
More dramatic develop- 
ments cannot be ruled out. 
There could be preemptive 
bids for power by factions 
in the army, or a sharp 
swing towards nationalism 
as part of a power struggle. 

Bnt die complexity of the 
crosscurrents makes a re- 
peat of toe post-Mao sce- 
nario unlikely. Some heads 
wfll roll and some purges 
will occur, as they always 
do when toe guard changes. 
But the future looks more 
like Moscow after toe pas- 
sing of Nikita Khruschev — 
a dreary but unalanning 
th ought. 

International Herald Tri- 
bune. 


Subway attack was blow to 
a nation’s vulnerable psyche 


By Laura King 

The Associated Press 

TOKYO — The nerve-gas 
attack on Tokyo’s subway 
system struck not only at 
unsuspecting commuters, 
but at Japan's very sense of 
self. It poisoned minds as 
well as bodies. 

Images of the attack and 
its aftermath have engraved 
themselves deeply into the 
national consciousness: _ 
Subway passengers bleed-' 
ing from toe mouth and 
nose, platoons of police in 

g is masks and military-style 
tigues storming a secre- 
tive religions sod's com- 
pounds; passersby in Ginza 
gathering around a huge 
television screen, listening 
silently to the bizarre pro- 
nouncements of a colt lead- 
er. 

For some victims, the 
poison’s effects were swift 
and cruel. For others, they 
will linger long. For the 

K ubtic psyche, probably 
oto will turn out to be 
true. 

All week long, in private 
conversation and public 
commentary, the under- 
lying theme has been one of 
bewilderment. This is the 
kind of thing that happens 
in other countries, people 
say- Not here. Not to us. 

Nearly everyone who 
lives or works in central 
Tokyo knows of someone 
who was caught in the rush- 
hour attack, or had a brush 
with it. In offices and shops' 
all week, people exchanged 
small-scale news of large- 
scale disaster. 

People ask: Our bidding 
maintenance man, is he still 
in the hospital? Have you 


beard about toe fishmon- 
ger's son, who was caught 
coming home from the sea- 
food auction? Or they say: 
How lucky you were a little 
late to work that day. 

By week’s end, the 
attack’s toll stood at 10 
dead and nearly 5,000 sick- 
ened, with more than 700 
still hospitalised. Many of 
those afflicted have been 
told they may suffer long- 
term interna] damage or 
months of poor eyesight. 

And still dawning is toe 
sense of how much worse it 
could all have been: The 
apocalyptic Anm Shinri 
Kyo Sect, on whom suspi- 
cion has fallen in the attack, 
was reported Sunday to 
have possessed ingredients 
for enough nerve gas to 
have killed 4 million peo- 
ple. 

This has already been a 
badly bruising year for 
Japan. Only 17 days into 
1995, an earthquake devas- 
tated toe port city of Kobe, 
kilting nearly 5,500 people. 

Economic woes have 
been weighing heavy. The 
Japanese currency has 
appreciated 10 per cent 
since file start of toe year, 
hammering export earnings 
of blue-chip companies and 
farther dampening pros- 
pects for recovery from the 
worst recession since World 
War D. 

And there’s a sense of 
political malaise: Reform 
hopes have quietly faded, 
and a weak, cobbled- 
togetoer coalition that few 
consider more than a care- 
taker government has now 
been m power for nine 
months. 

Japan is coping with a 


disturbing past as well as 
present. The 50th 
anniversary of the war’s end 
— with its associations with 
bloody pacific battles, the 
atomic bombing of Hiroshi- 
ma and Nagasaki and the 
start of a humiliating fore- 
ign occupation — is stirring 
strong emotions and fixing 
debate about Japan’s war- 
time responsibility. 

So it is chilling to many 
that the subway attack was 
carried out with a substance 
dating from that era, the 
Nazi-developed nerve gas 
Sarin. 

Like the synchronised na- 
ture of the subway attack — 

police said poisonous par- 
cels were planted on five 
trains at around toe same 
time — it was a simul- 
taneous strike at symbols 
close to Japan’s heart 

For many, the attack 
shattered the sense of safety 
that is a point of national 
pride. Tokyo may be a fast- 
paced world capital, but it is 
basically a collection of vil- 
lages. Its neighbourhoods 
tend to have a small -town 
sense of security, with a tiny 
police outpost every few 
Nocks, and officers often 
making their rounds on 
creaky black bicycles. 

The growth of handgun 
crime in recent months has 
been a shock to the 
Japanese. Urban terrorism 
was nearly beyond the 
realm of imagination. 

The attack was a blow to 
another Japanese institu- 
tion: Its bureaucracy. All 
toe affected trains were to 
have passed within mo- 
ments of one another at 
Kasumigaseki, the capital’s 
administrative centre. 


The station is only steps 
away from agencies includ- 
ing the elite foreign and 
finance ministries, whose 
top officials are an exclusive 
fraternity made up almost 
entirely of graduates of 
Tokyo University. 

While toe bureaucrats 
are often seen as invincible, 
especially by foreigners 
trying to pry open Japanese 
markets, the attack literally 
brought them to their 
knees, sending grey-suitea 
government men retching 
and gasping for air along 
with everyone else. 

Then there's Japan’s 
pride in toe dean and effi- 
cient subways, which were 
packed Monday morning, 
as on any workday, with 
what may be the world’s 
most well-groomed, best- 
behaved commuters. The 
sight of these passengers 
staggering en masse into the 
street was nearly inconceiv- 
able for most Japanese. 

So ingrained is the sense 
of decorum that outside one 
hard-hit station, a neatly 
dressed young woman, 
apparently embarrassed, 
waved off a rescuer, shak- 
ing her head and trying to 
bow even as toe gagged into 
a handkerchief. 

Tokyo itself has suffered 
its share of calamities tins 
century. It was leveled by 
an earthquake in 1923 and 
wrecked by allied firebomb- 
ing in 1945. The dty rebuilt 
itself from the ruins after 
both there disasters, and 
once again, its citizens are 
showing they are made of. 
stern stuff. 

On Monday morning, 
soon after toe attack, a 
walk along toe length of a 


major boulevard dotted 
with subway stops on the 
affected hibiya tine showed 
no signs of panic. 

Under brilliant spring 
sunshine, pedestrians calm- 
ly obeyed police orders to 
detour. Several people 
politely stopped a passing 
foreigner to be sure toe 
could read the danger 
notices at station entrances. 

When it comes to seeing 
warning signs, though, the 
government may have some 
hard questions to answer in 
coming weeks and months 
about what it knew — and 
when — about the threat of 
just such an attack. 

Tbc links of toe Anm 
Shinri Kyo sect to poison- 
gas production have long 
been the focus of wide- 
spread suspicion. Neigh- 
boors of its buddings and 
compounds have constantly 
complained of noxious 
emission. 

Tbc day before the sub- 
way attack, police re- 
quested thousands of gas 
masks and protective gear 
from the military and 
underwent special, secret 
training in how to use them. 
Japanese media reported 
the moves were directly 
linked to fears toe sect had 
nerve gas and might use it 
to repel police raids plan- 
ned in connection with 
separate investigations. 

Editorials on Sunday de- 
manded swift steps to prove 
whether the group — which 
continues to proclaim its 
innocence — was b ehin d 
the attack. A commentary 
in the Asahi drily aslrafl * 
"What do chemicals have to 
do with religious beliefs.” 


Reversing * 
tide of jj 
trouble 
in Europe 


By Nicholas Doughty 

Reuter 

PARIS — European na- 
tions have pledged once 
again to make a fresh start 
and reverse the tide of trou- 
bles on a continent tom by 
ethnic and nationalist ten- 
sions. 

The European Stability 
Pact (ESP), approved by 
foreign ministers at 'a Paris 
conference which ended on 
Tuesday, committed some 
50 nations to respect bor- 
ders, ethnic minorities and 
human riehts. 

It was a familiar litany of 
lofty ideals, repeated at ev- 
ery international gathering 
called to deal with Euro- 
pean security since toe Ber- 
lin Wall fell in 1989 — with 
tittle apparent impact on 
the wars raging in former 
Yugoslavia and toe Cau- 
casus. 

French Foreign Minister 
Alain Juppe hailed the pact 
as a unique exercise in 
“preventive diplomacy” 
with a dear message that 
would help Europe avoid 
more Bosnias and 
Cbechenyas. 

The stability pact does 
provide some substance, 
with a web of bilateral ami 
multilateral agreements 
among countries from the 
Baltic states to Central 
Europe. 

By settling old problems 
of borders and minorities, 
long suppressed during toe 
cold war, these agreements 
too old make it easier for 
some countries to join toe 
15-nation European Union 
(EU), which sponsored toe 
pact, and NATO. 

Hungary, for example, 
managed to complete a deal 
with Slovakia on minority 
rights just before toe con- 
ference and came dose to a 
similar agreement with 
Romania. 

“The process of toe sta- . 
bility pact has represented 
without a doubt one of toe 
catalysts in bilateral nego- 
tiations,” Romanian Prune 
Minister Nicolae Vacaroiu 
told the conference. 

But the pact has only 
limited scope, confining it- 
self to potential problems in 
states which have been told 
they can join toe EU — six 
Centra] and Eastern Euro- 
pean countries and the 
three Baltic republics. 

Many countries, includ- 
ing France, suggested that 
similar agreements could be 
concluded for the 
Mediterranean, the Cau- 
casus and the Balkans at 
some point in the future. 

But most states in those 
areas have little or no 
chance of joining the EU 
and NATO, taking away a 
major incentive for them to 
settle their problems. 

Georgia and Ukraine 
both complained that their 
problems risked being 
ignored, while Bosnia and 
Croatia lamented that more 
was not done to translate 
paper principles into real- 
ity 

In addition, toe spectre 
of an insecure and unstable 
Russia hovered over the 
conference. Russian Fore- 
ign Minister Andrei 
Kozyrev used his speech on 
Monday to attack NATO’s 
plans to take in fonner 
communist states. 

French Foreign Minister 
Alain Juppe made dear on 
Tuesday that establishing 
Russia’s place in Europe, 
an issue not covered by the 
pact, was perhaps the most 
important question of all. 

“Stability and security cm 
the European continent de- 
pend on the quality of re la- . 
dons with Russia,” be told 
a news conference after 
meeting Kozyrev. 

Even making sure that 
existing agreements in the 
stability pact are honoured 
could prove difficult, since 
they touch on sensitive 
issues of how far countries 
should go in granting 
minority rights without risk- 
ing the breakup of the state. 

This was graphically illus- , 
trated by the deal between ; 
Hungary and Slovakia, ■ 
which is supposed to . 
guarantee the rights of 
600.000 ethnic Hungarians 
in Slovakia and the 110,000' 
strong Slovak minority in . 
Hungary. 

Slovakia’s far-right 
national party (SNS) 
reacted angrily on Monday 
to toe treaty, signalling a 
posable split in toe coun- 
try's three-month old coali- 
tion government. 
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Jesse Jackson: Israeli government must talk to Hamas 


In the following interview with Daphne Barak, Reverend Jesse 
Jackson indicates Middle East peace will not be achieved 
unless a Palestinian state is created. 


By Daphne Barak 


Q: The agreements be- 
tween Israel and the Paks- 
tfaw liberation Organisa- 
tion (FLO), and between 
Israel and Jordan — are 
job . satisfied with what’s 
happening in the Middle 
East? 

A: I'm dated over the 
work we’ve done in the 
Middle East regarding the 
peace. American policy was 
against the Arabs for too 
many years. Hus wasn't a 
policy against peace, but 

requires, first of all, ^dfilk 
mg an obligation to the 
Palestinian people. When I 
visited Israel, Jordan, 
Lebanon and Syria in 1979, 
I put pressure on Yasser 
Arafat to start negotiating. 
I preached that the right of 
the Palestinian people to 
exist must be recognised. 
There are still many prob- 
lems, but the dialogue be- 
tween tire Israelis and the 
FLO has prepared the way 
for peace in the Middle 
East. 

Q: Are yon satisfied with 
what’s been happening hi 
the West Bank since the 
peace agreement? 

A: Well, this protracted 
process over so many years 
has created so much bitter- 
ness and anguish among the 
people whose relatives are 
in prison, or who are with- 
out means of livelihood, 
without a future. These 
people (the Palestinians) — 
must be given hope. They 
need leadership. 

Q: Yasser Arafat is the 
leader they need over there? 

A: Well, for the time 
being, he’s the leader who 


has the most recognition 
among the Palestinians. 
He’s led his followers from 
exile back to their land. I 
think that (Shimon) Peres 
and... what’s his name?... 
Rabin (Yitzhak Rabin), 
they deserve a lot of credit, 
for having had the courage 
to lead tncrir people to take 
this step. A lot of credit... 

Q: Dtt you see a Palesti- 
nian state in the future? 

A: WeD, what do you 
see? The Palestinians won’t 
rest until they get a state of 
their own, with their own 
flag. 

Q: How do you explain 
the fact, that at the very 
time that a process in a 
positive direction has be- 
gan, that’s when the ex- 
tremists start cropping up? 
And I really mean extrem- 
ists, both on the Hamas side 
and also on the side of the 
Jewish settlers? 

A: Extremism — that’s a 
phenomenon that’s ram- 
pant all over the world to- 
day. It’s created by poverty, 
frustration, lack of hope. 
These are people who be- 
lieve in “an eye for an eye, 
and a tooth for a tooth.’’ 
You have to create love in 
these people. Love engen- 
ders: “Live and let five” 
while hate engenders “kill 
and be killed...” 

Q: Saddam Hussein! 

A - Yes 

Q: It’s hard for me to 
forget your meeting — 
yo u r s and President Sad- 
dam’s daring the middle of 
the Golf war. 

A: I really don’t know 
what his situation is today... 
I met him in the middle of 
the Gulf war. I succeeded in 
saving Americans, and 
other foreign citizens in 


Kuwait. I actually got than 
out at tiie last moment. Fm 
sorry he invaded Kuwait 
Tm sony he didn’t listen to 
me and didn’t get out in 
time. It was such an uncal- 
led for act. 

Q: How did be impress 
yon? 

A: Listen, I didn’t spend 
enough time with him... I 
can’t analyse his character. 
We talked, I tried to con- 
vince him. 

Q: Are yon stiD hi touch 
today? 

A: No. 

Q: What’s the next step in 
the Middle East, in your 
opinion? 

A: First of an — there 
has to be somet hin g that 
will appeal to the PLO and 
Hamas, so that the Palesti- 
nians don’t destroy them- 
selves and everything 
around them. The situation 
can’t be remedied by war, 
only by coming to terms. 

Q: That means you’re in 
fovonr of talks with Hamas? 

A: Wait a minute... yon 
have to give them some- 
thing that will appease 
them... 

Q: Should there be taHrw 
with Hama* or DOt? 

A: Of course. They have 
to talk with them. How can 
you solve problems without 
talking to people? 

Q: So soon after their 
operations, I assume a dec- 
laration like that from you 
wffl have r epercussions. 

A: Yes... 

Q: The peace agreement: 
Israel-PLO, and Israel- 
Jordan — can they be consi- 
dered the achievements of 
President Cfintou? 

A: They’re the direct re- 
sult of a new approach in 
the Middle East: ’Let’s talk. 


In fact, the achievement be- 
longs to (Yitzhak) Rabin, 
(Shimon) Peres and Yasser 
Arafat. These are men who 
couldn't have advanced 
matters as they did, if they 
hadn’t had the courage to 
talk to each other. They 
deserve the credit! Once 
the dialogue was estab- 
lished — then the Clinton 
administration entered the 
picture... 

Q: This peace b costing 
the Americans a lot of 
money! 

A: That’s a tough ques- 
tion... Look, it's worth- 
while to cancel the debts of 
countries. After all, what’s 
the value of the debt, if if s 
shrouded in blood? In the 
past — we sold weapons, 
we made money from wars. 
This didn't help the peace. 
Missiles and artillery assist- 
ance don’t advance peace. 
Talks and negotiations — 
do advance it. 

Q: So in other words: Yon 
disagree with Bob Dole and 
Newt Gingrich (speaker of 
the Senate) who are MlBng 
for cuts In American foreign 
aid? 

Q: Bob Dole (Senate 
-Bjority leader) b probably 
sticking hb head in the 
sand. In the long ran, if you 
stop wars — you’re n»irh»g 
a cut In tiie aid the region 
win need in the future. It’s a 
mistake to isolate ourselves 
from the world and shot or 
ayes. It’s a short range type 
of vision. 

Q: Bfll Clinton! 

A: Yes... 

Q: How do you account 
for the drop in fab popular- 
ity? 

A: He's under such a 
massive attack: on him , cm 
his family, on his be- 



have like a man... If some- 
one had called my wife a 
bitch I would have 
answered him, and how! 
Clinton should have de- 
manded an apology or 
otherwise he should have 
rcfosed to invite Gingrich 
to the White House after 
that. How can he let people 
talk about his wife disre- 
spectfully? So Clinton got 
the image of bring a weak 
man. He might be brilliant, 
talented — bnt because of a 
few mistakes, he’s repre- 
sented as being a weak 
man. 

Q: Wffl yon be nmutog 
for president in the coming 
elections? 

A: I haven’t decided yet. 
Tm giving it serious consid- 
eration. It’s too early. 

Q: Why early? Other 
candidates such as Bfll Gra- 
ham have already takgn 
their opening shot. 

A: Still — it’s too early. 
Tm not ready to speak ab- 
out it yet. 

Q: What about Jeru- 


.haviour. No American 
president has ever under- 
gone such violent personal 
attacks. In fact, hb achieve- 
ments in foreign policy — 
the peace in the Middle 
East, Haiti, South Africa — 
they’re significant. Hb first 
step, on the other hand, 
was strange. That whole 
business about homosex- 
uals in the army was 


perhaps very human, but it 
wasn't so important as to 
rate first priority. He in- 
vested so mudi energy and 
media in that — I don’t 
understand it 
He also promised equal- 
ity and social justice: 
Where is that? The situa- 
tion b only getting worse, 
that’s why many people 
who had hopes — were 


disappointed! In addition, 
each time Dole and Ging- 
rich attack him personally 
— he folds up, he doesn’t 
react. For instance, Ging- 
rich’s (chairman of the 
House) mother said her son 
thinks that Hilary Clinton b 
a bitch, (a comment that 
caused a lot of noise in tiie 
U.S.) — and Clinton never 
responded. He didn’t be- 


A: That has to be sorted 
out between Israel and the 
Palestinians, and - not by 
bombs or missiles. 

Q: Israel and the Palesti- 
nians? It’s a city in which 
everybody or almost every- 
body has an interest. 

A: Tm not going to get 
involved in all those com- 
plications. Let the _ 
who live there resolve 
problem... My concern b, 
and write this down: Inter- 
national legality, maintain- 
ing human rights, self deter- 
mination and economic jus- 
tice. 


Daphne Barak's inter- 
views are broadcast on 
television networks and 
are published in news- 
papers in America , 
Europe and the Middle 
East. 


Lack of fending threatens Iraq relief 

(Continued from page 12) 


1 contributions of upeo $146 , 
million. 

This jreaf s plea for $18# ” 
million b aimed at financ- 
ing programmes for im- 
munisation campaigns, wa- 
ter and sewerage treat- 
ment, rehabilitation and 
food distribution. The fi- 
gure incorporates money 
sought by NGOs operating 
in Iraq. 

The international sanc- 
tions against Iraq have re- 
sulted in a “critical lack of 
medicines as well as food 
shortages," said Mr. 
Doolan. "Water and 
sewerage treatment facili- 
ties have broken down. 
Children are forced to car- 
ry water to school and signs 
of malnutrition are abun- 
dant. Disease rates are 
alarmingly high.” 

Mr. Doolan added: “The 
sanctions are targetted at 
the government but it b the 
ordinary people who are 
suffering.” 

Furthermore, Mr. 
Doolan is concerned that 
donor resistance to an in- 
creased number of prog- 
rammes in central and 
southern Iraq b high. 

According; to Mr. 
Doolan, political consid- 
erations appear to have 
prevented some donors 
from participating in or 
considering humanitarian 
programmes in central and 
southern Iraq and donors 
are anxious about the abil- 
ity to monitor programmes 
through to beneficiary 
level. 

“We are trying to reas- 
sure donors tbat their 
money will reach the peo- 
ple, but they don’t believe 
us. We cannot enter into 
the political arguments at 
all, bnt we are bringing out 
the humanitarian ones.” 

The economic sanctions, 
which are reviewed every 
two months, will not be 
lifted until Iraq’s com- 
pliance with U.N. resolu- 
tions drawn up following 
the Gulf crisis, satisfies 
U.N. Security Council 
members. 

Allegations suggesting 
Iraq has clandestinely re- 
built its weaponry capabil- 
ity, that its economic re- 
sources are channelled into 
the construction of 
“palaces” for government 
use and also tne regime’s 
refusal to accept a Security 
Council proposal for a li- 
. anted oil sale with the pro- 
friso that expenditure of re- 
; suitaut revenue be moni- 
tored, has hardened donors 
to the urgent needs of the 
Iraqi people. 

In the meantime at the 
end of thb month, Care 
will withdraw from north- 


ern Iraq and concentrate its 
efforts in the central and 
southern parts of the coun- 
try, where Mr. Doolan de- 
scribes the situation now as 
“desperate." 

Other NGOs operate in 
the north, but they are 
neither permanent, like 
Care or Britain’s Oxfam, 
nor do they have official 
agreements with the Iraqi 
government. 

As part of the U.N. 
inter-agency appeal. Care 
International has appealed 
for $527,824 for emergency 
food relief for primary 
school children. The prog- 
ramme aims to provide be- 
tween 16.6 per cent and 19 
per cent of the daily energy 
requirements to 250,000 
school children from six to 
12 years. The programme 
will last for 117 days. 

“Every day each child 
will receive a packet of high 
energy biscuits and a glass 
of milk with some sugar. It 
will be consumed at school 
so it won't be shared ont at 
home,” Mr. Doolan said. 

Care b seeking $315,288 
to establish post-natal care 
units in nine community 
health centres in Hifla gov- 
c mo rate, central Iraq. 

In central Iraq, mortality 
rates for infants and chil- 
dren under five have in- 
creased from 12 per 1,000 
to 148 per 1,000 in the last 
five years, according to 
WHO statistics. 

One other project is 


Care’s educational support 
programme, for which the 
agency b asking $510,501 
from donors. 

The programme’s objec- 
tive b to repair 50 primary 
schools in Hilla and the 
restoration of water and 
sanitation facilities there. 
The lack of safe and adequ- 
ate water supplies and poor 
sanitation has resulted in 
the transmission of water- 
borne diseases, such as 
typhoid and malaria, 
among children. 

The education support 
programme also aims to 
increase availability of 
edneation materials for 
pupils and teachers. 

In its Iraq programmes. 
Care employs 16 interna- 
tional staff and approx- 
imately 750 national staff. 

The meeting in Geneva 
seemed pledges from Japan 
of $4.75 million and 6.9 
million gilders (approx- 
imately $5.5 million) from 
the Netherlands, Mr. 
Doolan said. The Euro- 
pean Union’s (EU) huma- 
nitarian organisation, Nor- 
way, Sweden and Denmark 
have made unspecified 
pledges of assistance. 

“We still have a long way 
to go,” said Mr. Doolan, 
who spends two weeks in 
eight in Iraq. “Things look 
grim and unless members 
of the U.N. come forward 
with firmer commitment 
for the U.N. humanitarian 
programme, I can only pre- 
dict things will get worse 
and worse.” 


Israel: Poll date can be met 


(Continued from page I) 


Palestinian goods from the 
Gaza Strip to Israel, the West 
Bank, Jordan and Egypt and 
the entry of Israeli goods into 
Gaza. 

“Israeli measures are un- 
acceptable and therefore 
Palestinians wQl reject Arab 
normalisation of trade and 
economic relation^ with 
Israel,” Mr. Salam said. 

Morocco’s King Hassan 
told the French newspaper 
Le Monde on Saturday that 
many Arab states would lift 
their economic boycott of 
Israel if the Arab League 
gave them the green light. 

Mr. Salam accused brae] 
of “confiscating accummu- 
lated Palestinian tax re- 
venues” and said changes 
needed to be made in the 
PLO-Israef economic accord. 

“Israel confiscates tax re- 
venues owed to Palestinians 
because the mechanism of tax 
collections stated in the 1993 
PLO-Israel economic accord 
has proved to be a failure and 
deprives Palestinians of 70 


per cent 
venues. 


of their tax re- 


1 There is a need to make 
crucial changes to the econo- 
mic accord because what was 
suitable as an accord between 
two enemies negotiating for 
peace doesn’t work for neigh- 
bours who signed a peace 
treaty,” Mr. Salam said. 

The Palestinian Authority, 
which took control of Gaza 
and Jericho last July, says 
Israel owes it more than $550 
million annually in tax re- 
venues from Palestinian 
workers whereas Israel says it 
owes only up to $170 million. 

“Israel is paying us $10 
million per month, which b 
only 25 per cent of the whole 
amount owed,” Mr. Salam 
said. 

“We demand that Israel 
pay an interest of 10 to 12 per 
cent on frozen funds it owes 
us. We estimate thb amount 
at around $150 million in the 
past 10 months for Gaza and 
the West Bank.” 


King addresses Los 
Angeles forum 


(Continued from page 1) 

sion,” said the King. 

He ended by praising the 
United States tor standing by 
Jordan during the process of 
peacemaking and urging it to 
continue its support in the era 
of peacebuilding. The King 
expressed hb hope that “the 
next 100 years of the region's 
long hbtory win earn die title 
of the "century of peace.” 

The Los Angeles World 
Affairs Council is one of the 
United State’s leading forums 
for prominent foreign and 
national policymakers and 


experts.^ It is a nqp-profit, 
non-partisan organisation 
with more than 9,000 mem- 
bers. More than 40 major 
figures in foreign policy, busi- 
ness, science, education, 
journalism, religion and cul- 
ture address the council each 
year. 

Attending the Los Angeles 
World Affairs Council’s lun- 
cheon with Their Majesties 
were Prime Minister Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker, Their 
Royal Highnesses Princes 
Ali, Hamzen and Hashem 
and Jordanian Ambassador 
to the U.S. Fayez Tarawneh 
and hb wife. 


Rabin, Netanyahu in war of words 

.. (Continued from page 1) 


60 per cent support "hr die 
year-earlier survey. 

Jaffee centre director Zeev 
Maoz said the results re- 
flected a reversal of a gradual 
softening of Israeli views in 
previous years. He attributed 
die shift to disappointment 
over the peace process. 

“There b a revolution in 
the trends... the main reason 
b the terrorism over the past 
" he told the Associated 


Kurds defiant 

(Contained from page 1) 

“It’s nice here. The Tur- 
kish government frightened 
us so we came,” said a 
mother of nine children who 
gave her name only as Zelfi- 
tan, 53. 

A U.N. officer said 
another evacnation from 
Zakho to Atrush may take 
place within a few days. 

Refugee Leyla Ercn said 
she fled into The predomi- 
nantly Kurdish north of Iraq 
after harassment by Turkish 
troops. She told Reuters she 
now feared the -same again. 

“The U.N. b going to 
guard us. That’s why we're 
going to the camp,” she said. 
“I think well have a better 
life there.” 

Others said their 
were burnt by troops 
they refused to join the state- 
backed village guard militias, 
deployed in Turkey against 
the PKK, which has fought a 
10-year insurgency in south- 
east Turkey. 

In Ramya, Iraq, villagers 
said Turkish warplanes killed 
a six-year-old Kurdish girl 
and wounded six civilians 
when they bombed a moun- 
tain village. 

Residents of POingan, 30 
kilometres south of the 
Turkey-Iraq border, said a 
dozen Turkish warplanes had 
bombed the village at least 20 
times since they began their 
offensive last Monday. 


A child called Naranch 
-died in one raid and six other 
people were [injured on the 
first day of the operation, 
they said. 

“Naranch was playing at 
the river when the airplanes 
came and started to bomb. 
We called her to come into 
the house but -she had already 
been hit by a bomb,” said ber 
11 -year-old sister Hemin. 

Some homes were dam- 
aged by bombs bnt “we were 
lucky, the Turks didn’t hit 
well,’’ said Muslapha 
Mohammad, a teacher. 
“Most oftbe bombs landed in 
the river or on fields.” 

He pointed out craters two 
metres wide. 

Another Pilingan resident, 
Ahmad Sberif , said: “They 
bombed os because the PKK 
have a camp not far from 
here.” 

Washington is to monitor 
the northern Iraq offensive 
for possible human rights 
abuses by Turkey, which is 
often accused of mistreating 
its Kurdish population. 

Turkish Foreign Minister 
Murat KarayaJdn said Tur- 
key could not let the PKK 
control northern Iraq, what- 
ever international pressures 
Ankara may face. 

“Northern Iraq has been 
left to the PKK so much so 
that they have even planted 
fields of opium poppy there,” 
the Hmriyet daily quoted 
him on Sunday as saying. 


600 killed in Algeria 


(Continued from page 1) 


country would not hold peace 
talks with Islamist opponents 
in a foreign country, follow- 
ing an offer from Morocco to 
host them. 

“There is no refusal of 
dialogue, bnt the dialogue 
must be in Algeria and be- 
tween Algerians,” Algerian 
Foreign Minister Mohammad 


Salah Dcmbri told a news 
conference during a visit to 
the United Arab Emirates. 

Morocco's King Hassan 
was quoted by the French 
daily te Monde on Saturday 
as saying his country would 
provide “a land of asylum” 
for a peace conference if 
Algeria asked it to host one. 


The annual survey showed 
that over the past year sup- 
port increased sharply for 
tough policies such as travel 
bans and curfews against 
Palestinians as well as impos- 
ing the death penalty on mili- 
tants. 

According to Haaretz, the 
Labour Party wants to de- 
monstrate to the public that 
Likud has no alternatives to 
the government’s peace- 
making policies. 

General elections are to 
take place in Israel in 
November 1996 at the latest. 

Mr. Rabin has announced 


he will stand again for the 
post of prime minister, who is 
to be directly elected for the 
first time. 

Asked whether his com- 
ments constituted "elec- 
tioneering,” Mr. Rabin told 
Yediot Aharonot that his 
words “wili obviously have 
repercussions on the vote.” 

'They are part of a politic- 
al battle to win public support 
and allow the peace process 
to continue,” Mr. Rabin 
added. 

Likud is fighting the expan- 
sion of autonomy, arguing it 
will bring Palestinian state- 
hood and relinquishing war- 
won land. 

Mr. Rabin also accused 
previous Likud-led govern- 
ments of creating “perpetual 
friction” by planting Jewish 
settlements in or near Palesti- 
nian cities in the West Bank. 

He mentioned Hebron, a 
city that is borne to about 450 
Israelis who live among 
180,000 Palestinians, and said 
that it “requires more sol- 
diers than settlers to give 
them (the settlers) security.” 


Rabbani in 
new offensive 

(Continued from page 12) 

tains, bnt it could not be 
independently confirmed. 

Incoming rockets from 
Taliban positions, several 
kilometres away, occasional- 
ly blasted holes in the road 
outside Kadai Haidar Khan. 

Last week Mr. Rabbani’s 
troops drove the Talibans out 
of their stronghold at Char- 
asyabj south of the city, and 
ont of rocket range of Kabul. 

For the first tune m three 
years a single group, Mr. 
Rabbani’s Jamiat-e-Islauu 
party, controls the entire city 
and the surrounding area. As 
a result the city has been 
quiet. The relentless rocket- 
ing of the past year has stop- 
ped, although many people 
fear the peace will be short 
lived. 

“It always begins again. I 
don't think the fighting is 
over,” said Pariwashah Alim, 
a teacher at one of the 
schools that opened on Satur- 
day, for the first time in three 
years. 
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America wins, 
the poor lose 
U.N. study 


LONDON (R) — The U.S.- 
backed Uruguay Round bid 
to extend free trade prind- 
pies to world agriculture 
promises more affluence in 
America but may further im- 
poverish poor nations in Afri- 
ca. says a United Nations 
study. 

It “will not improve the 
lot” of the poor, food deficit 
nations. 

They face higher food im- 
port bills just as they are 
robbed of the some of the 
value of preferential access to 
consumer markets, says the 
study by the U.N. Food and 
Agriculture Organisation 
(FAO). 

The FAO says western 
Europe is another loser from 
the 1994 Uruguay Round of 
tariff and subsidy cuts agreed 
under the auspices of the 
General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade (GATT). 

“There are always winners 
and losers in these economic 
projections,” said James 
Greenfield, FAO head of 
commodity policy and pro- 
jections. 

“In this study North Amer- 
ica, Australia and New Zea- 
land make trade gains, while 
Europe loses. Africa, broadly 
speaking, will be worse off on 
its trade account unless it 
expands food production, di- 
versifies export crops and in- 
creases intra-regional com- 


modity trading,” he pointed 

out. 

The United States has 
championed the ideal of free 
trade throughout much of the 
20th century. 

Under the Uruguay Round 
the FAO calculates that 
North America will export 
more cereals, fats, oils, meat 

an d milk. A 

Its annual net "farm exports 
will rise from S15.1 billion to 
$22.2 billion by the year 
2000. 

But the European Union, 
where farm protection is 
being cut, can expect a surge 
in imports. The FAO thinks 
western Europe wfli spend 
more than $15 billion buying 
foreign food in the year 2000, 
about three times as much as 
it did in the late 1980s. 

The FAO says that, con- 
trary to expectations, the 
Uruguay Round is unlikely to 
do much to stabilise world 
cereal prices. 

Third World export earn- 
ings are likely to keep pace 
with rising food import bills. 

But Africa, where many of 
the poorest nations are lo- 
cated, can be expected to feel 
the pinch. '■ 

The Uruguay Round is 
seen as a factor in turning an 
African agricultural export 
surplus in die late 1980s of 
$1.0 billion to a deficit of 
$500 million by the year 2000. 


Africans set self- 
reliance as key to 
new action plan 


CAIRO (AFP) — African 
foreign ministers are to 
launch Monday in Cairo a 
revamped economic and so- 
cial development plan based 
on self-reliance, officials said. 

The Organisation of Afri- 
can Unity (OAU), backed by 
the African Development 
Bank, prepared the “agenda 
for action'’ which acknow- 
past failures and puts 
emphasis on what the 
continent can do' for itself. 

“We reaffirm that Africa’s 
development is first and fore- 
most the responsibility of our 
gover nm ents and peoples,” 
says a draft of the document 
obtained by AFP. 

Under the heading: “What 
we can do for ourselves,” the 
agenda urges good govern- 
ance, peace, democracy, and 

hitman rights. 

And it calls for maximum 
prpport to the OAU Mechan- 
ism for conflict prevention, 
management and resolution 
and foe peace fund. 

The ministers would hear a 
report on Somalia during 
their meeting in the Egyptian 
capital which follows 
weekend talks by experts, 
said Said Rifaat, Egypt’s de- 
puty foreign minister for 
African affairs. 

The mechanism, agreed at 
the OAU’s Cairo summit in 
1993, will be debated again 
on the eve of a s ummit set for 
April 20 in Tonis. 

The 42-point agenda calls 
on member states to: 


Japan’s government under 
pressure to take action on yen 


TOKYO (AFP) — With 
Japan’s expected economic 
recovery in jeopardy, foe 
government has come under 
growing pressure to take 
strong action to stop stock 
prices from slumping and foe 
yen from breaking through 
foe ceding. 

The Nikkei stock average 
of 22S leading issues on the 
Tokyot Stock Exchange 
slumped to a 31-month low 
towards the weekend. The 
yen soared to an all-time high 
of 87.97 to the dollar in New 
York and threatened to con- 
tinue soaring. 

“By lowering the discount 
rate, the government can de- 
monstrate at home and 
abroad its determination to 
sustain economic growth,” 
the economic newspaper 
Nihon Keizai said in an edito- 
rial at the weekend. 

“It would give a favourable 
impact, not only on the 
domestic economy, but also 
on the yen quotation,” the 
business daily said. 

It added that the key in- 
terest rate, charged by the 
Bank of Japan on its lending 
to commercial banks, can be 


slashed from the current re- 
cord low of 1.75 per cent to 
abont one per cent 

But foe coalition cabinet of 
Prime Minister Tomiichi 
Murayama, a Socialist, has 
failed to come up with con- 
crete dollar-support measures 
after huddling several times 
so for this month on the issue 
of monetary unrest. ■ 

Finance - Mini s : t e r-'"- 
Masayoshi Takemura, a for- 
mer Liberal Democrat told 
the lower house budget com- 
mittee that “the government 
was not considering concrete 
measures to support stock 
prices.” 

The state Economic Plan- 
ning Agency announced an 
annualised 3.4 per cent de- 
cline in gross domestic pro- 
duct in the October- 
December period. 

But it attributed the set- 
back to such special factors as 
a fallback in consumer spend- 
ing and a pause in housing 
construction, and reaffirmed 
its theory that Japan’s year- 
old “gradual economic recov- 
ery” stayed on course. 

Hirohiko Okumura, a 
senior analyst at Nomura Re- 


search Institute, said that 
Japan's ec on omic, monetary 
and financial systems are sup- 
ported on foe basis of three 
per cent reoonomic growth. 

But an analysis by foe 
Nihon Keizai newspaper said 
that if the yen remained at 
around 90 yen, Japan’s eco- 
nomic growth in the new 
fiscal year from April 1 would 
be-lfinited to 2.0 per cent due 
to curbs on investment in 
plants and equipment and ex- 
ports. 

As the yen’s rise is eroding 
their export earnings, many 
corporations are selling then- 
share holdings to dress up 
their accounts before the fis- 
cal year ends on March 31, 
brokers said. 

The Nikkei index slipped 
below 16,000 points, and 
brokers said it was seen likely 
to move towards foe low of 
14390pomts readied in Au- 
gust 1992, drastically draining 
shareholder profits. 

The Bank of Japan periodi- 
cally stepped in foe foreign 
exchange market with dollar 
buying but foiled to stop foe 
yen’s appreciation. 


' — Boost agricultural out- 
put 

— Set aside at least one per 
cent of Gross Domestic; Pro- 
duct for science and technol- 
ogy 

— Give priority to basic 
infrastructure such as ipads 
and water supply 

— Restructure exports and 
expand intra-African trade 

-^-Promote domestic and 

foreign investment : and 

strengthen capital markets 

— Pool resources to 
strengthen regional coopera- 
tion, promote multinational 
joint ventures 

— Work out a scheme for 
industrial restructuring, ex- 
pand exploration and use of 
natural re so ur ces 

— Link telecommunica- 
tions 

— Establish an African 
Energy Commission and a 
single bureau of foe Trans- 
African Highways Author- 
ities. 

The Cairo agenda also cany 
on creditors to help reduce 
the continent’s debt burden, 
which stands at around $300 
UDion according to the Egyp- 
tian foreign ministry, and 
particularly foe levels of ser- 
vicing debts. 

It asks donors to set less 
stock by their own agendas 
and give greater understand- 
ing to Africa’s priorities. 

The doc u m ent stresses the 
need to follow up closely foe 
recommendations by creating 
a ministerial standing com- 
mittee. 


Arab Gulf 

countries 

consider 

corporate 

tax 


DUBAI (R) — Arab Gulf 
states are considering intro- 
ducing corporate tax, a Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) 
official was quoted as saying. 

The United Arab Emi- 
rates’ Khaleej Tunes news- 
paper quoted Abdullah A1 
Mulla, foe economic adviser 
of the Riyadh-based GCC, as 
saying economic experts were 
studying the tax issue “as a 
revision of the member 
states’ economic policies re- 
garding company taxes has 
become necessary.” 

GCC countries, however, 
are not planning to introduce 
income tax to the oil -rich 
region. Sheikh A1 Mulla 
said. 

But be said foe issue of 
corporate tax “is receiving a 
lot of attention, particularly 
in the wake of member states’ 
proposals to follow the steps 
adopted by Oman.” 

Of the ax GCC states — 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, foe 
UAE, Oman, Bahrain and 
Qatar — only Oman has in- 
troduced tax on companies 
owned by Omanis. 

Taxation is a sensitive sub- 
ject in Gulf states, where 
political stability has de- 
pended to a great extent on 
foe ability of governments to 
deliver huge subsidies and 
spare their citizens financial 
hardships. 


China’s top judges warn of 
criminal threat to economy 



BEIJING (AFP) — China’s 
top judicial officials have cal- 
led for urgent action to curb 
the rising crime wave and 
official abuse of the legal 
system, warning that the 
country’s economic develop- 
ment is at stake. 

Chinesek courts must “re- 
double efforts in strengthen- 
the exerase of power to 
-guard economic construc- 
tion of foe country,” Sup- 
reme People’s Court presi- 
dent Ren Jianrin said. 

“More economic disputes 
wQi rise in foe course of 
economic restructuring, and 
judicial bodies have to do 
away with the influence of 
local and departmental pro- 
tectionism,” Mr. Ren said. 

Chinese courts handled 
more than a million economic 
disputes last year, with the 
number of cases involving 
overseas parties rising 20 per 
cent from 1993, Mr. Ren 
said, without providing com- 
parative figures. 

Mr. Ren urged courts 
nationwide to show impar- 
tiality when judging cases in- 
volving foreign parties and to 
“observe foe stipulations of 
world conventions China has 
signed” as well as Chinese 
laws. 

To ensure justice and the 
rights of all parties involved, 
be said courts across the 
country bad been working 
hard to eliminate protection- 
ism and encourage trans- 
parency in court proceedings. 
Some 1,094 court staff 


were punished last 


for 


last year 

illegal exercise of duty, in- 
cluding 34 judges who were 
given criminal sentences. 


Analysts expect Fed to keep 
rates steady despite weak dollar 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
Federal Reserve (Fed) is ex- 
pected to place the health of 
the domestic economy ahead 
of foe well-being of foe dollar 
and hold off from raiang 
interest rates at a policy- 
making meeting Tuesday, 
analysts said. 

While foe central bank 
would like to- see the dollar 
worth more on the foreign 
currency market, it’s not like- 
ly to raise rates now to fry to 
bring that about— ■ especially 
at a time when the' U.S. eco- 
nomy is showing increasing 
signs of slowing. 

Tm sore they will discuss 
it (the weak dollar) at some 
length,” said Scott Pardee, a 
former Fed official who is in 
New York. “But it won’t force 
them to push up rates at this 
time.” 

The dollar dropped to yet 
another record low against 
the Japanese yen last week, 
before recovering slightly Fri- 
day. Since the start of the 
year it has fallen over 10 per 
cent against foe yen and 8!£ 
per cent against the German 


mark. 

Higher U.S. interest rates 
would make the dollar a 
more profitable currency for 
investors to hold. But foe 
tighter credit would also tend 
to dampen U.S. economic 
growth by raising borrowing 
costs for companies and Con- 
sumers. - -• 

The central bank’s policy- 
making Federal Open Mar- 
ket Committee has already 
raised short-term rates seven 
times in the past year in an 
effort to engineer a soft- 
landing for foe high-flying 
U.S. economy and prevent a 
take-off of inflation. 

There are increasing signs 
that the strategy is starting to 
work. Orders for durable 
goods such as cars and ap- 
pliances fell in February for 
the first time in four months. 
Home building dropped last 
month to its lowest level in a 
year. 

And automobile dealers 
are complaining about declin- 
ing sales — in a letter sent to 
Fed Chairman Alan Greens- 
pan last week urging him not 


to raise rates further. 

‘’Die tea leaves seem to me 
to be showing a downshift in 
growth,” central bank vice 
chairman Alan Blinder said. 

In a dear signal that he 
does not believe the Fed 
should tighten credit further, 
Mr. Blinder told Reuters last 
week that he felt that monet- 
ary policy now was roughly 
balanced between foe risk the 
Fed had raised interest rates 
too far or not enough. 

“The most likely story is 
moderate growth through 
*96," added Fed Governor 
Lawrence Lindsey. 

That raises the question 
whether foe central bank has 
finished raising rates for the 
current business cycle. 

David Berson, chief econo- 
mic at foe Federal National 
Mortgage Association ex- 
pects foe Fed to raise interest 
rates further — but only one 
more tune, possibly in May. 

“They need to make sure 
growth slows... in order to 
keep inflation from moving 
up,” Mr. Berson said. 


Peanuts 


YES MAAM..I UJA5T0LD 
TO SION UP FOR DANCE 
LESSONS BECAUSE 1 NEED 
TO BE MORE OUT60IN6.. 

■V 




YES, THAT'S MY DOG.. 
HE'S VERY OUTGOING. 



Andy Capp 



Mutt'n’Jeff 


^ WERE HAVING MOTHER 
FOR DINNER -IT’S HER 
k DELICIOUS HOMEMADE 
I v s v SOUP/ 


\LiW 




•M .V 


MY MOTHER-IN-LAWS A GOOD \ \ 
COOK BUT SHE MAKES A BIG ^ 
PRODUCTION AND THROWS HERSELF! 
INTO IT/— I JUST DON’T LIKE 
MY MOTHER-IN-LAW/ 




THE BETTER HALF 


By Glasbergen 



‘I suppose you’re wondering why I’m 
sitting in the salad in my underwear. 

I thought it would give us something 
different to talk about during dinner.” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

by HMri Arnold and Mil's A rg Irion 


Unscram We these lour Jumbles, 
one feller to each square, io form 
four ortlmary words. 



ClMdTNMje Mod# W he. 
Al HQfltS FwiftVttf. 


ENUQE 




n 


DORWYB 


□ 

HLH 

■ 

m 


Cl 

REFOD 







Now arrange the circled fetters to 
term iha surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above canoon. 


Prim answer here: “LU J - Q J I 1 ” 


Yesterday's 


Jumbles: BANJO 
Answer 


DICED 


(Answers Monday) 
BAFFLE WIZARD 


How hubby fell after fhdng the sink — 
DRAINED 


Mr. Ren also warned of foe 
threat posed by a rising crime 
wave, which saw the number 
of non-economic criminal 
cases handled by the courts 
increase 19.75 per cent from 
1993 to 482,927 last year. 

Part of foe* blame for the 
rise in crime can be placed on 
the “poor social security 
situation in some places,’’ he< 
said. 

Economic reforms have 
pushed up the number of 
unemployed in China, many 
of whom fall outside China’s 
inadequate social security 
net. 

The problem is exacer- 
bated in major cities which 
have witnessed a massive in- 
flux of migrant labourers. 
Out of work and ineligible for 
unemployment benefits, 
many have turned to crime in 
order to survive. 

Mi. Ren also pledged grea- 
ter protection of intellectual 
property rights (IPR) in 1995, 
with training courses being 


set up to produce specialist 
IPR judges. China handled a 
total of 1,622 IPR lawsuit* 
last year. 

IPR work will be especially 
crucial this year, folio wing 
foe recent signing of a Sino- 
U.S. accord on copyright 
>tection that involves dose 

LS. monitoring to ensure 
China follows through on its 
commitment to step up en- 
forcement. 

Meanwhile, Zhang Siqing, 
head of the Supreme People’s 
Procuratorate winch handles 
public prosecutions, said last 
year’s operations had focused 
on combating corruption and 
strengthening supervision 
over law enforcement. . 

Procuratorial organs 
nationwide bandied more 
than 60,000 cases in 1994, 80 
per cent erf them involving 
graft, bribery, misuse of pub- 
lic funds and abuse of power. 

Some 3.4 billion yuan 
($400 million) of illegally 
obtained funds were reco- 
vered. 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — Israel's ministerial 
economics committee has 
approved an options prog- 
ramme aimed at speeding up 
foe government’s privatisa- 
tion scheme. Finance Minis- 
ter Avraham Shohat said 
Sunday. 

“I see in this decision a 
green light for the govern- 
ment to go ahead with this 
programme,” Mr. Shohat 
told reporters. 

Under the programme, 
which still needs final approv- 
al from parliament, foe gov- 
ernment plans to distribute to 
every citizen above the age of 
18 options to buy shares in 
government companies and 
banks at a 20 to 30 per cent 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR MONDAY MARCH 27, 1995 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Take steps to improve conditions at 
home and have more harmony there today. Remove any obstacles in 
the path of your progress towards ultimate success. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Make sure you are living according 
to your philosophical beliefs. Make plans to improve your social life 
in the days ahead and you'll be happy. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Find the right outlet for your special 
talents today. An intuitive suggestion could be erroneous now, so 
don’t follow it or there amid be trouble. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) Plan how to have greater 
abundance in the future. Show increased devotion to family 
members today and you will have much love and appreciation in 
return. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Outline a course of action that could 
■pve you added income today. Plan how to stretch your budget and 
lave more security in the future. 


VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Put those ideas to work that 
will «ve you added prestige. A loyal friend ca~ -*•— —i— m- 
time for you to get what you want. 


at 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Be sure not to comment 
about things you know little about. Be sensible in banding matters of 
communication at this time and there will be peace. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) You have fine creative 
ideas that need expression today. Allow time for recreational 
activities you enjoy with loved ones this evening. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) Make sure that 
you cany through with new responsibilities. Show more consideration 
for a loved one or there could be problems, 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) A new project you, 
have in mind needs more study before you go ahead. Don't take any. 
chance with your health in any of your activities. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) An excellent time to catch 
up with your correspondence today. Concentrate on how to be more 
productive in the future and you will find more success. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Come to a fine accord with 
family members early in the day. Try to please the one you are most 
fond of and there will be much affection in return. 

Birthstone of March: Aquamarine — Jasper 


THE Daily Crossword 


by Janat R. Bandar 


•cross 

1 Baffle souvantr 
S Brash loyal 
sables 
D Worth 

14 Woody's son 

15 Otyon ine 
Jumna 

16 Mine tun neb 
|7 Oiudgery 

18 PlK on vrflrom 

19 Loafs 

70 AAAA*? 
zaTVs-Ransngton 

24 Urban in* 

25 '—lor Via 
SeewW 

M Seashore note 
30 Imtaued 
32 Toasl topping 
35LLLL? 

38 Actor Baldwin 
40 R's mostly 
fWrrjgen 
«1 Doe's mate 
4sccccr» 

4? Mormons, for 
Short 

40 PBA member 
•9 Neat frea k's 
opposite 

51 Compass At. 

52 Earn lor hsure 
CEOs 

55 Princess of 
ntymoogv 
59 0000? 

61 Souffle 

64 Dirnbtrefl 

65 UnwtM acbOn 

66 Foiow 

67 Nevada My 
W Ear or Kettle 
GB Flood barriers 
•u RivwbthQ 

Banc 

71 Vswr; 

DOWN 

1 Gmefc island 
Z Certain 
Euiopeun 
OSuniar 

4 Paintbrush 
alternative 

5 Current 



generator 
OH oath 


O Tmjrnuw UM, Canos tec 

** eyin iwmg 


? Watch sue 
8 — Domingo 
B Whtdow 
• decoration 

10 E co n o mist 
Smith 

1 1 Actiess Taylor 

12 Shosnonoan 

13 Dangerous 
curve 

21 Uhe a bump on 

22 WHo-mouhed 

25 lisnuB 
28 Hsaly strange 
ZT -GoktenBoy- 
ffleywrtgn 
28 Ardor ™ 

31 Roval tetters 

32 Motorists' aids 

33 Bitter drug 

34 Come toother 

36 Alegfane*: ebbr. 

37 Makes a boo- 
boo 

3B Ripken of 
basebat 


Puzzle solved: 



43 Peas and beans 

44 Large gna 

45 Member ota 
certain colego 

46 Sullen 

50 Sian- ot comes 
53 Hotnton athlete 
64 Puled 

56 Aromas 

57 Wal adornment 


58 Element 
components 

59 Color of 
Badness? 

60 Nianfeerol 
Musas 

81 Lenemafief a 
proof 

62 Verna or com 

80 Pose a quaSKn 




Israeli panel okays 
privatisation options 




discount. 

In the first stage each adult 
citizen will receive a package 
of options they can cash in for 
2,000 shekels ($670) worth of 
i at a price of only 1,400 
to 1.600 shekels 


Some of Israel’s most 
attractive companies will be 
candidates for the program- 
me, including Israel Chemic- 
als, Bezeq Israel Telecom, El 
Al Israel Airlines, the Ztnr 
shipping company and the 
four biggest banks. 

In 1994, the government 
raised only $205 million from 
privatisations although this 
year this number jumped to 
$528 million in tbe first- 
quarter alone. 
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A review 
■ '•■■ of economic news 
’v tom the Arabic press 


OPE 


ZlFM 

yi&ncels 
Afternoon 
irading 
■^sion 

■r'r* BEGINNING SATUR- 
AY, April 1, 95, trading of 
i. axes and stodcs at the Am- 
■"an Financial Market 
vFM) will be confined to 
, te morning session between 
‘ ' i a.m. and 12 noon. This 
eans that there will no km- 
^ <r be any evening trading on 

f\lr^ iturdays, Mondays and 
vf fVo, \'C 'ednesdays. The new timing 
J J tended the morning session 
.t r half an hour as trading was 
OOl conductea be- 

I* Ujj/een 10 a.m. and 1130 a.m. 
U Ra’i). 

• , . I. ‘ THE CABINET 

? -■ -. 1 “ • ; -^jproved setting up a natura- 
ls *\ petroleum company with a 

: ‘jminal capital of JD 20 mil- 
U- V ’■ 3n and a concession for 

;cpk>ration. The company is 
i be wholly-owned by the 
:»dan Investment Corpora- 
i' . *; .-.on with the possibility of 

* • ' ‘" rartidpation by other gov- 
’ ’ • "i >rnment entities. The 

: Cabinet also decided to form 

■ committee to follow up on 

■ . ■ansforaring the petroleum 
7 irectorate at the Natural Re- 

• *“ - ourccs Authority into a gov- 

V. . - _ rament company headed by 
- . ■ . ; be minister of energy and 

j' nineral resources (A1 Ra’i). 

■ rtt ACCORDING TO a 

senior official at the Central 

— Jank, the new law on foreign 

xchange control allows any 
esident or non-resident per- 
on to hold any sum of fore- 
n currencies in the King- 
ibm. Current regulations 
perify that a resident cannot 
told more than the equdva- 
. sot of JD 500,000 of foreign 
nrrendes. The second im- 
portant change from the cur- 
ent law, is the permission for 
resident to make any cur- 
snt payment in foreign cur- 
:ncy whether the payment is 
»r imported goods or an 
[visible service which, cur- 
sntly, is limited to the 
quhialent of JD 35,000 a 
;ar. The new law also 
bliges banks to deposit a 50 
ir cent foreign currency 
tsh reserve at the Central 
ank of all foreign currencies 
^posited with mem by resi- 
sts and non-residents, 
nder the current law, resi- 
sts who receive foreign 
trrency from outside the 
ingdom cannot take it out 
r any reason. The new law 
irmits taking out any 
aount of foreign currency 
it only upon proving that 
e money came from outside 
e Kingdom through the 
inking system. Non- 
sidents are exempted from 
iy controls whether on cur- 
nt or capital payments (A1 
swaq). 


fr MORE THAN 50 
i protested in front of the 
mister of agriculture's 
ace against a decision to 
jn entry of olive oil from the 
^"est Bank. Noting that over 
^'XX) 16-kilogramme Con- 
ners were impounded at 
i bridge, the protestors 
imed the containers were 
ts and not for trade. They 
rlaimed how could they 
de the olive oil when the 
ce of a container in die 
fP* 2 St Bank was JD 65 and in 
unan JD 35. The minister 
d the government has 
3wed some 50,000 contain- 
to be brought in as gifts 
i that was enough. He 
led it was illogical to allow 
aging in 1,000 containers 
olive oil a day and still 
isider die volume as gifts, 
such, it should be coast- 
ed as trade, the minsiter 
1 There is an agricultural 
cement with the Palesd- 
ns and Jordan cannot per- 
: olive oil imports when the 
igdom has an oversupply. 
Aswaq). 

-THE JORDAN Himeh 
icral Company boosted its 
fit to JD 42,200 in 1994 
a JD 29,600 in 1993. Net 
'[rings from the spa 
turned to JD 57,400 in 
4, an increase of 15 per 
t over 1993, and from the 
tel and bungalows 
43,600. The company had 
265,970 in total assets at 
end of last year (A1 
vaq). 


I 



Insurers take steps against climate — related risks 


BERLIN (R) — Insurers fear 
billions of dollars in extra 
claims could bankrupt some 
companies if global ws 
increases the frequency 
severity of storms and 
droughts, industry repre- 
sentatives said Sunday. 

While scientists still debate 
the impact of “greenhouse 
gases” like carbon dioxide 
(C02) and other man-made 
factors on the atmosphere, 
insurers say climate-related 
catastrophes have already in- 
creased significantly in the 
past decade. 

And while the link be- 
tween global warming and 
weather run amok has not yet 
been conclusively estab- 


lished, insurers are taking 
to see that their own 
are covered. 

For consumers, this could 
mean coverage limits, higher 
deductibles and higher pre- 
miums. Some people will not 
be able to buy adequate 
property insurance at any 
price, said Frank Nutter, 
president of the Reinsurance 
Association of America. 

A severe storm striking 
Miami or the northeastern 
United States could cause 
more than $50 billion in dam- 
age, nearly one-third the 
$180 billion capital base of 
the entire U.S. insurance in- 
dustry. Some companies 
would be wiped out. 


“If we are in a period of a 
series of extreme events that 
'we are not prepared for, we 
could see major insolven- 
cies,” Mr. Nutter told a 
conference sponsored by the 
environmentalist group 
Greenpeace. 

In Britain, a sudden need 
for disaster-related outlays of 
£5 bOtion to £10 billion (S8 
billion to S16 billion) would* 
be critical for the industry, 
said Andrew Dlugolecki, 
chief manager of operations 
at General Accident. 

“The industry must begin 
to recognise the dangers, but 
it is still conservative and 
slow to do so,” said Rolf 
Gerling, president of the 


Ceding Institute for Risk Re- 
search in Zurich, a reinsur- 
ance company. 

The conference was timed 
to coincide with the start of a 
two-week U.N. gathering 
here to discuss what should 
be done to blunt the impact 
of C02 emissions on the 
earth’s donate. 

Most scientists agree the 
earth is getting warmer be- 
cause of the “greenhouse 
effect” in which gases such as 
C02 or methane trap a grow- 
ing amount of the sun’s 
warmth in the atmosphere. 

This may be causing more 
frequent and severe storms in 
some regions and drought or 
flooding in others. 


At the 1992 Earth Summit 
in Rio de Janeiro, industrial- 
ised nations agreed to roll 
back C02 emissions to 1990 
levels by the year 2000. 

The Berlin conference 
aims to review progress to- 
wards this end and try to set 
goals into the next century, 
including commitments from 
developing countries, but 
political wrangling has re- 
duced chances for a break- 
through. 

Climate concerns are 
already blocking develop- 
ment of tourist resorts and 
World Bank-funded infras- 
tructure projects in develop- 
ing countries because they 
canot get insurance, Mr. Dlu- 


golecki said. 

After hurricane Andrew 
caused about $17 billion of 
riamn gp. when it hit Honda in 
1992, insurance companies 
raised consumers’ premiums 
by around a quarter and put 
limits on coverage. 

Reinsurance companies, 
which underwrite insurance 
companies’ risk exposure, 
raised their premiums by 400 
to 500 per cent after hurri- 
cane Andrew. They also cap- 
ped coverage and raised de- 
dscribfes so that direct insur- 
ers’ costs were effectively in- 
even more, Mr. Nut- 


ter said. 

Governments have Kept in- 
surance companies from re- 
treating completely from 
high-risk markets. Florida, 
for example, passed a law 
that would require any insur- 
ance company wanting to pull 
out of the state to spread its 
withdrawal over 20 years. 

Bnt the industry will be 
looking for increased part- 
nership with government to 
oover its risks. 

“Only the government has- 
the financial resources to 
cope with risks of this scale,” 
Mr. Nutter said. 


World airports report 
healthy 1994 growth 


GENEVA (R) — Air passen- 
ger traffic worldwide rose by 
a healthy eight per cent last 
year to more than two billion 
passengers, according to a 
survey of world airports pub- 
lished Monday. 

The survey, from Airports 
Council International (A Cl), 
showed the United States was 
still the undisputed world 
leader in air travel. Eight of 
the 10 busiest airports were 
American inducting the lead- 
er, Chicago’s O'Hare Air- 
port, which handled 66.4 mil- 
lion passengers. 

ACI officials hailed the fi- 
gures, which induded a rise 
m cargo tonnage of 13 per 
cent, as evidence of a recov- 
ery from recession and the 
lingering effects of the 1991 
Gulf war. 

But industry sources said 
the recent weakness of the 
U.S. dollar against the 
Japanese yen and German 
marie could threaten passen- 
ger growth this year if Amer- 
icans are forced to change 
their travel habits. 

“People are getting wor- 
ried already.” said one 
source. “The big question is 
for the summer — will there 
be a summer surge if the 
dollar remains so weak?” 

“The Japanese will be able 
to travel as much as they like, 
and Europeans will find 
America very cheap. But toe 
Americans may decide to 
■stay at home, to go to Florida 
'for example, rather than their 
favourite holiday destinations 
abroad,” he pointed out. 

ACI said 401 airports par- 
ticipated in the survey, 
although it said coverage was 
sparse in Africa. Chinese and 
Australian airports were also 
not included although 
Chinese airports are reck- 


oned to carry some 50 milli on 
passengers a year. 

ACI is an association of 
more than 420 international 
airports and airport author- 
ities, running close to 1,000 
airprots in over 140 coun- 
tries. 

Second-busiest airport in 
the world was Atlanta, Geor- 
gia, with 54.4 million passen- 
gers, a 13.9 per cent increase. 
Dallas's Fort Worth Airport 
was third, with 52.6 million . 
travellers. 

London’s Heathrow was 
the fourth busiest, at 51.7 
million. Frankfurt was in 
eighth place with 35.1 million 
passengers. 

The world’s fastest- 
growing major airport was 
Seoul, which showed a 19.6 
per cent rise to 27.3 million 
passengers. U.S. airports, in- 
cluding Las Vegas and St. 
Louis, also recorded healthy 
growth. 

By region, North America 
and the Pacific recorded in- 
creases of almost nine per 
cent over 1993. European 
and Asian airports enjoyed 
8.3 per cent growth, followed 
by airports in Latin America 
and the Caribbean, which re- 
ported a 6.7 per cent in- 
crease. 

ACT said the 17 airports 
reporting in Africa — no 
South African airports are 
ACT members — registered d, . 
9.5 per cent r^ in l994. n ._ 

Cargo figures, seen as-ai' 
more reliable economic in- 
dicator, told a different story. 
Asia showed the strongest 
rise at 13.8 per cent, ahead of 
North America (13.5 per 
cent), the Pacific region 
(13.1), Latin America and 
toe Caribbean (12.5), and 
Europe (11.1). 


FXITAHCXAL MARKET 
BOUSING BANK CENTER AMMAN - SHHXISAjri 
TELEPHONE: 660170 / 663170 

ORGANIZED MARKET SHAHS PRICE LIST TOR SURD AY 26/03/1995 



COMPANY'S NAME 

NO. OF 
SHARES 
TRADED 

VALUE 

TRADED 

JD 

PRSV. CLOSING 

CLOSING PRICE 
PRICE 

ARAB BANK Pic 

200 

3747S 

187.000 

187.500 

JORDAN NKTZOnU. BANK 

2050 

9115 

4.390 

4.4S0 

JORDAN RATIONAL BANK / NKW 

2300 

9936 

4.280 

4.320 

MIDDLE EAST INVESTMENT BANK. 

1000 

1350 

X.400 

1.350 

THE BOOSING BANK 

6500 

39325 

6.040 

6 .050 

JORDAN KUWAIT BANK 

1546 

4482 

2.900 

2.900 

JORDAN GOLF BANK 

1500 

1750 

1.170 

1.160 

JORDAN ISLAMIC BANK 

900 

3384 

3.760 

3.760 

JORDAN INVESTMENT G FINANCE BANK 

264 

964 

3.650 

3.650 

BEIT KLM&L SAVING* INVESTMENT FOR BOUSING 

2300 

7001 

3.010 

3.020 

AMMAN BANK FOR INVESTMENT 

23000 

25530 

1.110 

1.110 

PHILADELPHIA INVESTMENT BANK. 

1050 

1281 

1.230 

1.220 


BANES SECTOR 

42610 

141593 

INDEX NUMBER: 158.15 
CHANGE x +0.23* 

JORDAN INSURANCE 
ARABIAN SEAS INSURANCE 
JORDAN FRENCH INSURANCE 

1007 

10500 

9650 

3273 

19900 

24338 

3.250 

1.850 

2.510 

3. 250 
1.800 
2.520 

INSURANCE SECTOR 

21157 

47511 

INDEX NUMBER: 134.37 
CHANGE x -0.12* 


JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POWER 
JORDAN ZAH ELECTRIC POWER /SEW 
ARAB INTERNATIONAL HOTEL S 
ARAB INTERNATIONAL HOTELS /HEW 
JORDAN NATIONAL SHIPPING LINES 
NATIONAL PORTFOLIO SECURITIES 

HEAL ES TATE INVESTMENT 

JORDAN XBTERNATZOHAL TRADING CENTER 
MACHINERY E Q U IP . REN T ING C MAINTENANCE 
JORDAN PRESS rODSDATZOV / ALRAT 
UNITED MIDDLE EAST & COMMODORE HOTELS 
ARAB INTER. PQR INVESTMENT 6 EDUCATION 
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THE JORDAN CEMENT FACTORIES 

THE ARAB POTASH/NEW 

ARAB PHARMACEUTICAL M ANUFAC T UR ING 

JOR DAN CERAMIC INDUSTRIES 

THE JORDAN PIPES MANUFACTURING 

JORDAN PAPER 6 CARDBOARD FACTORIES 

SPINNING 6 WEAVING 

RAFZA INDUS T R IES 

DAR AL DANA DEVELOPMENT 6 INVESTMENT 
ARAB INVESTMEN T G XHERNAXXOBAL TRADE 
ARAB ALUMINIUM IN D USTRY 
LI V E S TOC K G POULTRY 
ARAB PAPER CONVERTING G TRADING 
ZETERMEDIAXE FETRO— CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 
JORDAN ROCKWOOL INDUSTRIES 
JORDAN I NDU S TRIES G HATCH/ JDfCO 
NATIONAL CABLE G WIRE MANUFACTURING 
jqkdbH- -sdlpbo-chekxcals 
ARAB CENTER FOR PHAM. A CHEMICALS 
UNIV ERSAL MODERN INDUSTRIES r ''Ctr 

JORDAN INDUSTRIAL RESOURCES CO. 


INDUSTRIAL 
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2443 

1.980 
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De Beers says 
Russian diamond 
sales hit earnings 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
The Dee Beers diamond 
multinational has announced 
a seven per cent drop in 1994 
earnings, blaming a recent 
trend by Russia of selling 
rough diamonds directly to 
the market. 

But De Beers Chairman 
Julian Ogilvie Thompson said 
he was confident Russia 
would sign a new marketing 
contract with its London- 
based Central Selling Orga- 
nisation (CSO), which in re- 
cent years has handled 80 per 
cent of world gem diamond 
sales. 

Russia’s present contract 
rans out at the end of this 
year. '• 

The combined attributable 
earnings of South African- 
based De Beers Consolidated 
Mines Ltd and Swiss-based 
De Beers Centenary A.G. 
fell seven per cent to $555 
million, although worldwide 
retail sales of diamond jewel- 
lery rose four per cent to a 
new record. 

The Centenary arm houses 
the group’s foreign interests. 

Mr. Ogilvie Thompson 
told a news briefing he hoped 
the Russian authorities would 
sign on again to the CSO 
marketing system, through 
which producers across the 
globe channelled sales. 

“Discussions are con- 
tinuing with the Russian au- 
thorities in the hope of re- 
medying the situation and 
negotiating a new contract to 
suraeed the present one,” he 
said. “I believe we shall suc- 


ceed.” 

Mr. Ogilvie Thompson 
said the CSO system gave 
producers a fair quota of 
sales and for over 60 years 
had brought growth and sta- 
bility to the industry, with 
benefits for producers, cut- 
ting centres and consumers. 

CSO sales of rough di- 
amonds fell three per cent, to 
$4.25 billion last year, and he 
said the primary reason was 
increased sales of rough di- 
amonds by Russia outside the 
quota deal. 

He said these totalled 
“many hundreds of millions 
of dollars” with the stones 
coming from stocks rather 
than ongoing production. 

He noted what he called 
“more encouraging com- 
ments from Russian sources” 
recently with regard to such 
cooperation. 

“It must make business 
sense for Russia to enter into 
a contract which ensures reg- 
ular monthly cash receipts 
which last year amounted to 
over $1.0 billion,” he added. 

De Beers Director Gary 
Ralfe said Russia sold well 
over $2 billion worth of di- 
amonds overall last year, of 
which more than $1 billion 
were from stocks. 

Mr. Olgilvie Thompson 
attributed last year’s rise in 
world retail sales of diamond 
jewellery to an encouraging 
increase in the U..S., further 
growth in the Fat East and 
“rather better than ex- 
pected” sales in Europe and 
Japan. 
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How York Cloving Rotoa for Ma|ar Currencies Against the 
UJS. Dollar 
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Currency 

17/3/1995 
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2.1S 
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Rate Bulletin 

Date: ZA/3/1995 
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VS. Dollar 
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0.6910 
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1.0964 
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0.4SS0 

Swiss Franc 

0.5867 
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French Franc 
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Japanese Yen* 
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FOR RENT 

Many apartments and vWas 
furnished and unfurnished. 
We also have many listings of 
villas, Rats, and building lots 


Commercial and 
— residential. 

For more details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
TeL 810605/810800 
010520 
Fax: 810520 


^ A SECURE 

Hotel 
Swelflyeti i 


it.O.TEL 
-SECURITY 
^HOSPITALITY 
S*' GASTRONOMY . 


All Suites Hotel 

FLAT O. TEL 
4 jj \ iin AjoaVI 

Jjjj* (SJMHAt Ax$jL*B 

863944 - 816690 


DOLLJm 


RENTACAR 


Your First Choice 
in Car Rental 


Shmeisani 

Jfefc 693399 


L yiU 




U 



STUDIO HAIG 

Profesiioiial Quality in 
1 Hour Service 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JVMBO phot9 
atea 30 % toyar 


Wfmm 

20 


.Tfir 


Bank. Phone: 
Swefieh Eel: 823891 



FOR RENT 


Deluxe Villas 
& Apartments 
in Amman. 


REAL ESTATE 

Tool* 864230 
Fax. 864231 


RENTA 


w 


a . . r -H . — -Jt 

RENTA 

RELIABLE CAR 
AT A 

RELIABLE PRICE 


TEL :6/819676 
FAX: 6 / 819676 
ABDOUN 


WE HAVc NO OTHER BRANCHES 



SZEEHWAN GARDENS 
BHUflESE RESTAURANT 


| QpatlJ6-iXM6£0-l*imtl*~\ 

Tmke mwmy Is tnralUblm 

Shnf M-Arab Stmii 7 

Um UMhah GanmrcU Cmtn 

TaLMIIM 
Once lasted AhttpLcved 


9a 
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MING-SHING 
Chinese Restaurant 

The Best Cooking, 
Best Service, 

Best Atmosphere in Amman 
Deir Ghbar - American 
Embassy Str. nearBaytuna 
Housing Estate 
Open from: 

12 noon - 3:30 p.m. 

6:30 - 11:30 OJn. 

r. Tel.: 801830 


JON'S SALON 


Duraclean 


“Flower Fresh’-cleaning 
for homes and businesses 





'ffetouroiit $iTapa& 

Open ‘Bail# 
12a,.m. - 12p.m. 


Haute Cuisine Italo-Med 

THE BfST FOOD INGREDIENTS IN THE W0RVD 
THE MOST FASHIONABLE RESTAURANT IN AMMAN 
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Sports 

Jordan scores 32 points as 
Bulls defeat Hawks 99-S8 


JORDAN TIMES, MONDAY, MARCH 27,; gf 


By the Associated Press 

MICHAEL JORDAN’S 16- 
footer at the buzzer capped a 
32-point performance that 
carried the Chicago Bulls to a 
99-98 victory over the Atlan- 
ta Hawks on Saturday night 
in Atlanta. 

It was the first time Jordan 
had the opportunity to shoot 
with the game on the line 
since coming out of retire- 
ment, and he made it count, 
giving the Bulls a 2-2 record 
since his return. 

Jordan hit 14 of 26 shots, 
all four free throws, grabbed 
four rebounds and had two 
assists in 44 minutes. He got 


18 of his points in the third 
quarter, matching Atlanta’s 
total for the period. 

Mookie Blaylock led the 
Hawks with 20 points and 
Steve Smith added 19. Scottie 
Pippen had 23 and Toni 
Kukoc 18 for the Bulls. 

Hornets 105, Cavaliers 97: In 
Charlotte. North Carolina, 
the Charlotte Hornets clin- 
ched the franchise’s second 
playoff berth by beating the 
Cleveland Cavaliers behind 
Alonzo Mourning’s 23 points 
and 11 rebounds. 

Charlotte also secured a 
third straight season of .500 
or better. 


Cleveland, playing for the 
seventh time in 10 days, had 
won their previous two games 
and were led by Chris Mills’ 
26 points. 

Larry Johnson had 22 
points and a career-high 12 
assists for Charlotte. Hersey 
Hawkins had 21, Scott Bur- 
rell added 14 and Muegsy 
Bogues 13. 

Pistons 104, Celtics 103: In 
Auburn Hills, Michigan, 
Rookie Grant Hill had a 
season-high 33 points and 16 
rebounds and Oliver Miller’s 
tap-in with three seconds left 
gave the Detroit Pistons a 
victory over the Boston Cel- 
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Mon, Sat 

19.45 

00.45* 

Thu 

17.45 

00.45* 




Mon, Sat 

\ 15.15 

18.45 

Thu 

15.15 

16.45 


All times local 


* Following day 


Emirates flies three times a week from Amman to Dubai with 
convenient onward connections to cities throughout the Middle East, 


tics. 

The game had 15 second- 
half lead changes, including 
three in the final 17 seconds. 

Allan Houston added 29 
points for Detroit. Domini- 
que Wilkins had 32 for Bos- 
ton, while Sherman Douglas 
scored 22. 

Boston lost for the third 
time in four games. 

Nets 96, Heat 95: At Miami, 
Derrick Coleman hit two free 
throws with 25.4 seconds to 
play and the New Jersey Nets 
snapped a four-game losing 
streak with a win over the 
Miami Heat. 

A 3-point basket by Glen 
Rice, who scored 30 points, 
gave Miami a 95-94 lead with 
1:19 to go. After the teams 
swapped scoreless posses- 
sions, Coleman went up for a 
jumper and was fouled by 
John Salley. 

Coleman had 23 points and 
Chris Morris added 22 for 
New Jersey. Kevin W illing 
added 23 for Miami. 

Pacers 84, 76ers 75: In Phi- 
ladelphia. Reggie Miller 
scored 27 points as the Indi- 
ana Pacers overcame a poor 
offensive performance 
against the Philadelphia 76ers 
with their sixth win in seven 
games. 

The 76ers used an 8-4 run 
to open the fourth quarter, 
closing to 63-62 with 6:40 to 
playa. But the Pacers pulled 
away, outscoring the 76ers 
21-13 the rest of the way. 

Shawn Bradley led Phi- 
ladelphia, which has lost 10 
of 11, with 23 points and 
eight blocked shots. 

Spurs 113, Bucks 105: At 
Milwaukee, David Robinson 
scored 27 points and Sean 
Elliott added 19 as the San 
Antonio Spurs beat the Mil- 
waukee Bucks for their 
seventh straight victory. 

The Bucks, who had won 
three games in a row, got 28 
points from Glenn Robinson 
and 25 from Todd Day. With 
the loss, Milwaukee fell out 
of a tie for the eighth and 
final Eastern Conference 


playoff spot. 
San / 


the Far East and the Indian Subcontinent. 





i Antonio has won 26 of 
its last 30 games and is 4-0 
since forward Dennis Rod- 
man, the” NBA's leading re- 
bounder, separated his shoul- 
der in a motorcycle accident. 

Mavericks 117, Jazz 110: At 
Dallas, Je nal Mashburn 
scored 28 points and Jason 
Kidd had 21, including four 
in the final 20 seconds, as 
Dallas won its fourth straight 
"»me with a victory over 
Jtah. 

It is the Maverick’s longest 
winning streak since 1990, 
when they also won four in a 
row. 

Kidd’s laynp with 20 
seconds left gave Dallas a 
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Chicago Bulb hai ictbaD star Michael Jordan goes op for a shot (AFP photo) 


113-110 lead. He added two 
free throws with 16 seconds 
remaining to make it 1 15-110. 

Karl Malone scored 35 
points to pace Utah, which 
bad won '2 of its previous 14 
games ana entered the night 
with the league's best road 
record. 

Knicks 94, Clippers 86: At 


Los Angeles. Patrick Ewing 
scored 27 points and John 
Starks fuelled a 20-point 
effort with six 3-pointers as 
the New York Knicks beat 
the Los Angeles Clippers. 

Charles Smith added seven 
of his 14 points down the 
stretch to help the Knicks 
overcome a tnple-double by 
Pooh Richardson. 



RESULTS 


Chicago 

99 

Atlanta 

98 

; 

Charlotte 

105 

Cleveland 

97 

*. 

* 

Detroit 

104 

Boston 

103 

N 

New Jersey 

96 

Miami 

95 

" 1 

InHfawm 

84 

Philadelphia 

75 


Dallas 

117 

Utah 

110 

■»' 

San Antonio 

113 

Milwaukee 

105 


New York 

94 

LA Clippers 

86 
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☆ FOR RENT * 

Fully furnished deluxe apartments, tel., 
central heating, solar system, 250m 2 . 

Call 777916 - 674935 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

A spacious furnished apartment in an excellent 
location near the 3rd Circle. Central heating, 
telephone & garden. 

Call between 6-9 p.m. at 642922 


For reservations or further information contact your local travel 
agent or Emirates on Amman 6433+1. 


SW Ft 7 DREAMS FROM REEM .... 


REEM SPRING MATTRESSES 


ir 

Emirates 

THE FINEST IN THE SKY 



& 


ELEGANCE, LUXURY. COMFORT 
are combined in 

REEM SPRING MATTRESSES 

wAnXtJi:-*:. iZii*. in sfK!SSS"«y vj , 

-The i post advanced spring system that gnu. you independent Mippwi 
whefevef your body needs It . 

- Natural upholstery materials lo assure lusliliier and viler sleep . 

- Double podding 10 keep you worm in the winter jnd .wl in ihc Mlllllllfcl 

Notional Industrial Co. Lid. 

’arfca - Jordan 
-H D i o Sox- 2033 

TOO HARD 

* a _l 533^5? ZarRa Fac.9ilif.ri 

PEEMMSTTOXS 


VACANT POSITION 

Female Head Housekeeper is 
needed. Experience in no less than 
4 star Hotels is. a must . 

Please call 674563 - 674551 Ext. 501 
or write to P.O.Box 940 490 , Amman . 
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FURNISHED APARTMENT 


K-wma f pyj l fl.-aca»,v 



Mecca St, 82910? 


3 BEDROOMS . SITTING ROOM . SALON 
2 BATHROOMS , KITCHEN , STORE 
and SERVANT ROOM, AIRCONDITIONED 
and CENTRAL HEATING , TELEPHONE LINE 
AND GARAGE . DELUXE FIIRNISHF.n . 



For further details call . 

8 1 5880 - 812692 


LeGuen ; 
takes ; 
Cantona’s { 
captain’s J 
arm band j 

PARIS (AFP) — Pan! Le ’ , r 
Guen replaces the suspended, 5^4^^ 

Eric Cantona as captain fof 3 en "” 

France’s European Chant* - 
pionship Group One qual- 
ifying match against Israel ifl * 

Tel Aviv next Wednesday. ^ 

Ironically, the 

lost the captaincy to -.Alain ’* 

Roche, who will be in the ,n - 
centre of defence against £ 

Israel, at his club side Palis St 
Germain at the start of this ^ 
season. ^ 

Cantona, whose appeaf P 
against a two-week pnsou * 
sentence for assault is heard 
next Friday, is suspended vof# 
fil Sept. 30 for attacking' E? k^'Pla^ - 
Crystal Palace fan while play * 1%, ^ Tecr'i u 
mg for his English dub Man- * ^ A 
Chester UnitedL .. « r£l r -‘ 

W8 y-r* 

the 


si" 

j , J - L»p l p.-r. 

“fef-rV, * ar, c": 

'* " :'r.t 

fce-r c~. 


,’^ld ;'-w. ’ 1 

gteap 

^ 1 *** 

hi :h^ 
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French national coach 


Aime Jacquet recalled Ao*^ 
xerre playmaker Corentin ^ 
Martins to fill Cantona’s role 
behind a tow-man Nantfi 4 
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Cinema ' Tel.: 634344 

PHILADELPHIA 

Cinema Tel.: 699238 

PLAZA 

Gncma Tel.: 677420 

CONCORD 

Tel.: 618274 • 618275 

1 ajrmoun theatre 

Te|.: 675571 

Nabll AS RSasblnl Thaatra 

6 iuicc oi ratnee loku 
and Nicolas Ouedec. . 

Nabil & Hisham’s Tel.: 625155 

AHIrAM THFATdl * 

Tom Hanks 
In 

Forrest Gump 

Shows: 1230, 3:15. 6:15. 9:15 

6 

Andy Garcia — Mee Ryan 
In 

When A Min Lovts A Woman 

Shows: 1230. 330. 5, 630, 830, 1030 

CONCORD “1’ 

Comedian star: Adel Imam — 

Bakhit S- Andadileh 

Shows; 12.-30. 3:15. 6.-00. 830. 11:00 

CONCORD *2» 

Jean-Claude Van Damm 

. STREET FIGHTER 

Shows; 1230. 330, S:45. 11.-00 

Musa Hljazln “Sum's” 

in the political satire 

Hi Citizen 

written and directed by 
Mohammad At Shawaqfa 
daily on 8:30 p.m. 

The theatre closes on Monday 

— Haifa A1 Agha in the 
children’s play 

Sa’di’s Rehsm ☆☆ 

Presents 

Abu Awwad 

in the social comedy 

Punctured Bag 

The theatre is closea on 
Mondays 

Tickets are available air 
day 

Presents:' 

The political satire': . 
AL SALAJH YA SALAJVL 
at 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation, please cal' 
625155 r 

The theatre Is closed ‘ 
Saturdays & Sundays . 
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Pomer heavyweight boxing c h ampion M3 k Indiana Youth Centre by bodyguards after hb 
Tyson, wearing white cap, is escorted froon the release from prison March 25 (AFP photo) 

Tyson arrives home 
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SOUTHINGTON, Ohio 
(R) — Former heavyweight 
champion Mike Tyson re- 
turned on Saturday to his 
mansion in eastern Ohio 
after three years in prison, 
as the boxing world anx- 
iously waited to see if he 
can mount a comeback. 

Tyson’s five-car caravan 
arrived at his Southington, 
Ohio mansion, turning 
through wrought-iron gates 
adorned with yellow rib- 
bons and driving up to the 
stone and wood home. 

“Mike, welcome back to 
family,” read a sign 
ong on the mansion’s 
split-rail fence. 

The crowd of about 100 
report er s, fans and neigh- 
bours that had been gather- 
ing since dawn stirred as 
the cars approached. One 
group of youths cheered. 
Other homes were also fes- 
tooned with yellow rib- 
bons. 

“We’re pleased to have 
Mike home,” said Jim 
Abrams, who lives across 
the street in a more modest 
borne. 

Tyson left prison at dawn 
after three years behind 
bars for the rape of an 
18-year-old beauty pageant 
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Italy’s win 
fails to 
silence 
critics 


SALERNO, Italy (R) — Ita- 
ly head for a key European 

. Ukraine fo^ev't^V^dnes- 

- - day in an uneasy frame of 

. mind after a 4-1 win over 
. Estonia failed to silence their 
critics. 

“Italy wake up after the 
; jeers,” was the verdict of 
daily La Repubblka, stun- 

«- mmg up die lukewarm media 

reaction to Saturday’s win 
: T i ; y over the group four whipping 
b<m. 

The Italians straggled until 

- x - Gianfranco Zola put them 

^ - ahead in the 45tfa minute with 

his first international goal. 

■ - Milan midfielder Demetrio 

s . v -'- Albertim, Zola and debutant 
, striker Fabrizio Ravanelli 
, . I -n ; netted again for Italy in the 
^ 4 .; iii - second half. 

Estonia scored their first 
_ . goal of the qualifiers through 
« , substitute Martin Reim m the 

72nd minute. 

Croatia’s 4-0 hammering of 
; Ukraine in Zagreb on Satur- 
- day reinforced their position 
'-at the head of the group. 

Croatia have a maximum 
12 points from, followed by 
Italy with seven points while 
Lithuania are third on six but 
" - with a game in hand. Ukraine 
have four points from four 
m games. 

Second place in the group 
should be enough to take 
Italy, who (fid not qualify for 
the 1992 tournament, to the 

• finals in England next year. 

The six second-placed 
. teams with the best records 
*. • qualify directly while the re- 
- . naming two group nuiners- 
= ap meet in a play-off for die 
ast spot. 

But the latest patchy per- 
formance from the World 
. Onp runners-up rekindled 
‘ ensions between coach Arri- 
fo Sacchi and the Italian 

* nedia. 

“dearly some journalists 
Be used to seeing such great 
eague matches that the 
lahonal team pales by com- 
; «arison,” Sacchi said on Sun- 
^ lay as his strategy. 

‘ 3 ^ “I don't think I would have a 
oad die same thin gs if an* 
taHan dub had won 4-1 in a 
^ ;y ’£!?P? an match." 

JDinimutive parma attacker 
■°k, winning his 11th cap, 
the undoubted star, his 
~^ idual skfll injecting some 
« into Italy's sometimes 
0, “ er 0hs approach play. 




contestant Desiree 
Washington, and was led to 
a -waiting black stretch 
limousine surrounded by 
bodyguards and his promo- 
ter, Don King. 

Tyson, wearing an Isla- 
mic prayer cap, (fid not 
acknowledge the crowds at 
his mansion nor the media 
horde waiting outside the 
Indiana youth centre near 
Indianapolis, where he was 
incarcerated. 

Bnt reporters at the pris- 
on were given a written 
statement saying; “Tm very 
happy to be out and on my 
way home. I want to thank 
everyone for their support. 
I will have more to say in 
the future.” 

His car sped off from the 
prison, tracked aloft by 
four news helicopters. 

Tyson, who converted to 
Islam two years ago, stop- 
ped with his group at a 
mosqne near plainfield, 
where his spiritual advisor 
had invited him to morning 
prayer. 

He spent an hour inside 
and was joined by former 
heavyweight champ 
Mohammad Ali, who con- 
verted to Islam many years 
ago, and by rap singer 
M.C. Hammer. 


He then headed to the 
Indianapolis Airport 
where he boarded a private 
jet to Cleveland. 

In leaving prison, Tyson 
traded a cramped cell and 
65-cents-an-hour prison 
wage for 2,787 square 
metre, 14-room mansion 
where he had reportedly 
kept a fleet of 30 

l^)w I mi^ U is ? l^ of the 
estimated $100 million he 
grossed in the ring re- 
mained in question. Pub- 
lished reports have sug- 
gested that his handlers and 
legal fees have depleted his 
fortune, putting pressure 
on the once-feaisome fight- 
er to jump back into the 
.ring. 

Deals worth millions 
have already bepn specu- 
lated on and Tyson has said 
he would like to fight 
again.. He has been quoted 
as saying he is now, at age 
28, wiser and warier. 

Tyson was 20 in 1986 
when he became the 
youngest man ever to win 
the world heavyweight 
crown. He lost it in 1990 to 
a knockout by James ‘bus- 
ter’ Douglas in Tokyo in- 
one of the biggest upsets in 
boxing history. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Russian Kremlyova tails dope test 

MOSCOW (R) — Russian middle-distance runner Lubov 
Kremlyova is to be disaoaiified for four years after failing a 
dope test, Valentin Balahnicitev, president of the Russian 
Athletics Federation, said Saturday. Kremlyova, 34, won 
the 1,500 bronze medal at the World Indoor Cham- 
pionships in Barcelona earlier this month. “Unfortunately 
she has broken the rules of IAAF (International Amateur 
Athletic Federation),” Balahnichev told reporters. “IPs a 
pity, bnt we will have to.part with her,” he added. 

Braves replacement pitcher killed 

WEST PALM BEACH, Florida (AP) — Hie Atlanta 
Braves’ spring training exhibition game with the Montreal 
Expos was cancelled Saturday because of the death of 
replacement pitcher David Shotkowski in an apparent 
robbery. Shotkowski, 30, of Hoffman Estates, Illinois, was 
found dead on the sidewalk in front of an office high rise 
•near the team hotel about 6:45 p.m. Braves general 
manager John Schuerbolz said Saturday the team was 
offering a $5,000 reward for “any information leading to 
the arrest and conviction of the person responsible for this 
tragic and senseless death. 

Porto wins to hold 4-point lead 

LISBON (R) — Porto retained their four-point lead over 
Sporting in the Portuguese firstr divirion soccer title race 
when they beat Chaves 2-0 at borne Saturday. Sporting 
kept in touch with a laboured 1-0 away win over straggling 
Beira Mar but with eight games to go Porto are favourites 
to take the title. Porto, coached by former En g la nd 
manager Bobby Robson, head the table with 47 points 
followed by Sporting with 43. Reigning champions Benfica 
lie third with 37 points and a match in hand. Porto scored 
both goals in the first half, 

Clinton: baseball fans losing interest 

WASHINGTON (R) — President Bill Clinton Saturday 
warned Major League Baseball owners and players that 
they face the “ultimate hazard” of losing the loyalty of fans 
if their strike drags on much longer. “I think both the 
players and the owners have to be aware that ultimately 
this game depands upon the fans, Clinton said in an 
interview with ESPN radio. “And if fens finally get side of 
it and dedde they’d rather do something else, that’s not 
good for baseball," said Clinton. 


REQUIRED 

Teachers of English for summer school. English 
native speakers “preferably graduates" to 
teach children and adults. 

For further Information, please call Tel. No. 
680726, between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. 


SEEKING EMPLOYMENT 

A Sri Lankan man looking for job. 6 
years experience in kitchen and garden 
work. 

Please call Tel.: 813210 


: FOR RENT j^elW 3 ^. 

MODERN FURNISHED APARTMENTS 

* Studio of one bedroom, K & B. 

* One bedroom living room K & B. 

☆ Two bedrooms, living-dining room K & B. 

Central heating and telephones. 

Location: Jabal Amman bet 3rd & 4th Circles. 

Owner Tel.: 667802/642351 


Grafs earnings reach $15m mark 
with Lipton final win over Date 


KEY BISCAYNE (Agen- 
cies) — Steffi Graf surpassed 
the $15 million mark in 
career prize money and in- 
ched closer to the world’s 
number one ranking by win- 
ning die $4.1 million Upton 
Championships tide Satur- 
day. 

The second-seeded Graf 
successfully defended her 
Lipton crown by beating 
■seventh seed Kinnko Date of 
Japan 6-1 64. 

Graf collected $205,000 for 
her fourth Lipton tide, boost- 
ing her career winnings to 
$15,005,490 — fifth on the 
all-time list behind Ivan 
Lendl, Martina Navratilova, 
Stefan Ed berg and Boris 
Becker. 

The 78-mimite match was 
not one of Grafs finest per- 
formances, with the German 
star comitting 29 unforced 
errors. But Date, who came 
back from 6-1 5-1 down to 
beat Gabriela Sabatini in her 
semifinal, had 38 miseries of 
her own. 

It was expected to be a 
romp for Graf with Date 
suffering from a sore shoul- 
der, and Graf did not dis- 
appoint in the first set. She 
raced to a 5-0 lead before the 
ninth-ranked Date could win 
a game, holding serve for 5-1. 

Graf began to look shaky 
in the next game, double- 
faulting to reach 30-all, but 
she produced a forehand win- 
ner and a cleverly disguised 
dropshot to win the set. 

“She played very good to- 
day,” said Date, who earned 
$103,000 as runner-up. “I 
tried very hard but I couldn't 
do anything.” 

The resilient Date re- 
mained undeterred in the 
second set, despite dropping 
serve in the opening game. 
She kept her groundstrokes 
hard and flat, forcing errors 
from Graf. 

Graf regained control of 
the match by breaking Date 
for 3-2 en route to a 5-3 lead. 
Date won one more game, 
but as storm clouds gathered, 
Graf beat the rain by serving., 
out the match with a 
punishing forehand that Date 
netted. 

“It felt great,” said Graf of 
the victory that gave her 



corde on Monday and fly to 
Europe for next weekend's 
second-round Davis Cup 
match between the United 
States and Italy. 

“I couldn't ask for a better 
teammate," Agassi said. 

And be couldn't ask for a 
better opponent The friend- 
ly rivals meet for the third 
time this year in the final at 
the Lipton Championships. 

Sampras win remain top- 
ranked regardless of the out- 
come. 

Agassi, ranked No. 2, beat 
Sampras in the final at the 
Australian Open in January. 
Sampras beat Agassi in the 
final at Indian Wells this 
month. 

Following the latter match, 
Agassi said in a courtside 
television interview, “don’t 
worry, dad. I'll kick Pete's 
butt next week.” 

After advancing to Sun- 
day's final, Agassi said, “ev- 
erything is according to plan 
so far.” 




Steffi Graf 

third title of the. year. ,.L»r - 
Graf, who tori her number' 
one ranking, to Arantxa>San- 
chez Vicario when injuries 
kept her from defending titles 
early in the year. Has now put 
together a 14-0 match record 


in 1995. 


on* 


Still, she admits, she has a 
way to go to recapture her 
former unshakable confi- 
dence. 

*1 w^s a little bit nervous 


before the final and I haven't 
had that for a while.” 
Sampras and Agassi 

tummatw and ri vals 

Andre Agassi and Pete 
Sampras will board the Con- 


has a 464 record 
since the start of last year’s 
U.S. Open. Sampras is 20-3 
in 1995, holds an 8-6 edge on 
Agassi and is seeking his 
third consecutive Lipton tide. 

Sampras shook off a sto- 
mach ailment to beat Agassi 
in last year’s final. Both know 
what to expect this time. 

“Til be coming in," Sam- 
prass said, “and he’ll be 
staying back." 

Each survived a scare from 
a Swede in Friday's semifin- 
als. Agassi won die final 
seven points to beat Magnus 
Larsson 7-5, 4-6, 7-6 (7-1). 
Sampras recovered from a 
slow start to win 10 consecu- 
tive games and beat Jonas 
Bjorkman 4-6, 6-0, 6-1. 

“These two guys,” Bjork- 
man said, “are probably the 
ones dominating men’s tennis 
now." 

The two Americans are en- 
joying the rivalry. They’re 
quick to praise each other, 
and Sampras had no problem 
with Agassi’s brash pledge 
following the Tnrtian Wells 
final. • 

“He was just having some 
fun,” Sampras said. “It 
wasn’t anything malicious. 
Pm sure he wants to beat me, 
and you know I want to beat 
him.” 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH MUCH 

WHAT’S FOOD 
FOR THE GOOSE - 

North-South vulnerable. Sooth 


NORTH 

• Q 7 S 

PQJ2 i 

0 0 5 

* A 10 8 S 2 

WEST, EAST 

♦ 2 4 A J 10 9 3 

9 K 10 8 6 3 <? A 0 5 4 

0J632 0874 

*q74 *6 

SOUTH 

• K864 
<77 

0 A K Q 10 

♦ KJ98 
The bidding: 

South West North East 

1 0 Pass 1 NT 2 * 

8* Pass 4* Pass 

6 * Piss Psss Pass 

Opening lead: Two of * 

Here's an unusual band, played in 
a tubber bridge game «t New Yoke's 
Honor* dub. The same play was 
available to both the declarer and a 
defender, but only one side faeiH xL 
As the cards he. North would 
have done better to shoot for three 
no trump rather than raise dots. 
That contract would have depended 
only on finding the queen of dub* 
and declarer would probably have 
had enough ehiee to point to the 
right play. Five dube was another 


West led the two of spades and it 
wu obvious to the declarer, Fred 
Chong, that it woe a dnghtna. 
When East played the ace of spades. 
Cheng smoothly followed with the 
king! Unsure about the spade posi- 
tion (West’s lead cook) have been 
fourth-best]. East nhiftinl to the ace 
of hearta and West’s six only served 
to fa— astw 

After considerable thoug ht, East 
decided to continue with a low 
heart. Declarer raffed and. nil 
sign* indicat ed East had about nine 

cards m the mgior Rdta but had not 

made a takeout double, declarer 
ele ct ed to ploy East for a smgkton 
dub. The king of dubs waa cashed, 
«he nine was overtaken with the ten 
of dube and another heart was 
ruffed. On the third diamnnd a 
epade wu pitched hum dummy, a 
diamond was rufied. end after the 
last trump was drawn, declarer 
canned 11 tridn. 

West missed an op p o r tunity to 
direct the defense. On the see of 
hearts that defender should have 
followed declarer’s lead in the «p«8* 
suit and discarded the king! That 
would hove made it dear to ftut 
th a t c o n ti nu i n g with hearts was uae- 
lesB and a spade ruff would have 
defeated the contract 



Newly-attached flat, new furniture, 3 bedrooms, 3 
bathrooms, salon, sitting room, dining room, kitchen, 
nice garden, garage & telephone. 

Please call 614597 


SEMI-UILLR FOR RENT IN RBD0UN 

2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, salon, living room, 
garden, garage. Rent JD 5,500 yearly. 

Location: 200 meters before British Embassy to 
the right follow sign 

Tel.: 822236 



UNFURNISHED VILLA WANTED 
FOR RENT 

European diplomatic family needs superdeluxe 
newly built Independent villa for a yearly rent 
starting June, consisting of 4 beds, 3 baths, 
large salon, maid's room, with all needed 
facilities surrounded by a fenced garden and if 
possible a pool. Location: Jabal Amman 4-6th 
Circles, Sweifieh, Abdoun, Um-Uthaina, Dir- 
Ghabar, Shmeisani, Al-Rabia. 

For app. please call 674750 from 08:00- 
14:00 


A prof ess fon if dri ve r/bodyguard seeking a job with a 
family, an embassy, a businessman or. a firm. Fluent 
English, reads and writes Italian, could work as a private 
secretary as well. 

PLERSE CALL DRUE BT 64G312 
FROM 10 a.m.- 6 p.m. 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 


A LEADING COMPANY DEAUNG WITH 
COSMETICS IS IN SEARCH OF A 
MARKETING AND SALES MANAGER, WITH 
THE FOLLOWING QUALIFICATIONS: 

1- A MINIMUM B.A. UNIVERSITY DEGREE 
IN BUSINESS. 

2- A MINIMUM OF 5 YEARS EXPERIENCE. 

3- FLUENT IN BOTH FRENCH + ENGLISH. 

4- HAVE STRONG PUBLIC RELATIONS . 
SKILLS. 

APPLICANTS PLEASE SEND C.V. TO: 

THE GENERAL MANAGER 
P.O.BOX 950 389 
AMMAN, JORDAN 


The British Council 

Enjoying Literature Series 

presents 

Dr Nicholas Linfleld 

Poetry as a Pleasure 


Dr JLjnfield of the Jordan University for 
Women has taught English Literature to non- 
native speakers, both at the secondary and 
university levels and has an international 
teaching experience. 

Monday March 27 at 5:00pm. 

RcgbKied m Eflgfmf j* a ebuay no, ^09131 



Sweiss Est. for Metal Hating 

Announces the inauguration of its 
new branch skillfully designed to 
provide customers with the services 
of {dating old silverware and valuble 
metals with silver or gold on stainless 
steel or brass using the latest methods 
and technology with gurantee 
of 20 microns for ten years . 

Our plant refurbishes your valuables 
and render your old souvenirs anew . 
^For services please call 

L Stores Jabal Amman 

Tel: 641816 / 642397 

Stores Abdoun 
• Tel: 828111 / 823000 
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i/ Israel optimistic 

wn • 4 • a i n 


v s in talks with Syria 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
The Israeli and Syrian ambas- 
sadors held more talks at the 
weekend in Washington amid 
growing expectations of a 
breakthrough in peace nego- 
tiations, Israeli officials said 
here Sunday. 

The ambassadors of the 
two countries in the United 
States. Itamar Rabinovitch of 
Israel and Walid Monallem 
of Syria, met Friday and 
Saturday and were due to 
hold more talks on Sunday, a 
foreign ministry spokesman 
said. 

Dennis Ross, the special 
U.S. coordinator on the 
peace process, attended the 
sessions. 

Israeli Environment Minis- 
ter Yossi Sarid said on Israel 
Radio that he expected con- 
crete results from these talks. 

“The atmosphere is re- 
latively positive and in my 
opinion the impression is that 
the latest stands taken by 
Damascus must be consi- 
dered to be rather moder- 
ate," Mr. Sarid said. 

“Let’s hope that something 
constructive will come out of 
these discussions," he added. 

Mr. Sarid said: “It was 
very difficult to speak of a 
date or timetable" for a re- 
sumption of talks between 
the two countries' chiefs of 
staff, who met each other for 
the first time on Dec. 22 but 
made no apparent progress. 

“But one can say that if we 
are satisfied with security 
arrangements (on the Golan) 
and if we are satisfied with 
the rhythm and character of 
the normalisation (of rela- 
tions), then we will take a 
decision on the withdrawal 


from the Golan Heights,” he 
said. 

An Israeli official told the 
Haaretz newspaper that it 
will only be known at the end 
of the week what the chances 
ate for restarting negotiations 
between the top generals. 


The two ambassadors met 
Monday and Tuesday, for 
their first talks in three 
months following a Middle 
East tour by U.S. toor by 
U.S. Secretary of State War- 
ren Christopher. * 


Masharka assails Syria 


Syrian Vice-President 
Zubeir Masharka accused 
Israel of rejecting peace and 
drawing up a plan to domin- 
ate the Arab World, in an 
interview published Sunday. 

“Israel is drawing up a plan 
m target the future of the 
Arab world,” Mr. Masharka 
told A1 Baath newspaper, 
mouthpiece of the ruling par- 
ty. 


The Jewish state wanted to 
be a nuclear power in the 
region and “create a new 
Middle East where it would 
reign supreme,” he said. 

He added that Israel was 
only looking to “impose its 
hegemony on the Arab 
World by dominating it poli- 
tically, economically, mili- 
tarily and culturally.” 


“If the peace process laun- 
ched more than three years 
ago has not produced results, 
it’s because of the intransi- 
gence of Israel which refuses 
to implement international 
resolutions." said Mr. 
Masharka, one of Syria’s 
three vice presidents. 



Russia bids to end Kuwaiti PoW dispute 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — A senior Russian envoy held 
talks here with the emir of Kuwait, Sheikh Jaber A1 Ahmad 
AJ Sabah, Sunday on a mission to gam the release of 
Kuwaiti prisoners of war (PoWs) held in Iraq since the 
1990-91 Gulf crisis. Dmitri Volkogonov, advisor re Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin on PoWs, said Moscow was 
“sparing no effort re secure the release of Kuwaiti 
prisoners,” the official news agency KUNA reported. Mr. 
Volkogonov also met Sunday with the head of a Kuwaiti 
committee bn prisoners and missing from the Gulf war. 
Sheikh Sal am A1 Sabah. The Russian official arrived here 
Friday for a five-day visit. 


Kaddoumi visits Canberra for talks 


CANBERRA (AFP) — A top-ranking leader of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO), Farouk Kad- 
doumi, arrived here Sunday for talks with key Australian 
ministers. Mr. Kaddoumi is bead of the PLO's political 
department and chairman of the board of governors of the 
Palestinian Economic Council for Development and Re- 
construction. He was to meet Australian Governor- 
General Bill Hayden, Foreign Minister Gareth Evans and 
Aid Minister Gordon Bilney as well as academics, diplomats 
and government officials during his two-day visit re 
Canberra. He will also visit Melbourne and Sydney to meet 
members of the Australian Arab and Palestinian communi- 
ties before flying to New Zealand on April 2. 


6 Germans held in Turkey as PICK collaborators 


BONN (R) — Six Germans have been arrested in 
southeastern Turkey as suspected collaborators with the 
separatist Kurdish Labour Party (PKK), an official said on 
Sunday. Bonn foreign ministry spokesman Martin 
Erdmann said the German embassy in Ankara was trying 
to arrange their release from house arrest in a hotel in 
Cizre, south of Diyabarkir, where they have been held 
since Saturday. PKK guerrillas have been fighting for an 
independent Kurdish homeland in southeastern Turkey 
since 1984. More than 15,000 people have died in die 
conflict. 


Nazi barrel found on Israeli beach 


NAHARIYA (AFP) — A barrel of oil from a Nazi warship 
which sunk during World War H washed onto an Israeli 
beach on Sunday, Israeli radio reported. Inhabitants from 
the northern seaside town of Kfar Leeman alerted police to 
what they feared was a bomb bat the authorities found the 
inscriptions “1942 — Wehrmachi” (Nazi army) and “200 
liters,” the radio said. The oil was still useable and 
probably came from a German warship that sunk off what 
was then Bri Ash-mandate Palestine, the radio said. 


Sudanese army retakes Nasir 


KHARTOUM (AP) — Victory songs and slogans echoed 
through Khartoum Sunday after the army announced it had 
captured a strategic town controlled by rebels for eight 
years. An army communique carried on state radio said the 
town of Nasir, 800 kilometres south of Khartoum, was 
retaken Saturday. The town had served as the headquarters 
of the United Faction of Riafc Machar, one of the southern 
rebel coups fighting the government in Khartoum. Nasir 
“was liberated Saturday afternoon and the afternoon 
prayer call was heard in the town,” the communique said. 
State radio broadcast songs of victory and slogans that 
echoed through loudspeakers in the streets of Khartoum 
Sunday. There was no mention of casualties in the 
communique. The southern Sudan People’s liberation 
Army (SPLA) took up arms against the government in 
1983. Over the years, the SPLA has split into splinter 
groups, one of them led by Mr. Machar. 


Egypt wants hard labour for antiquities’ theft 


CAIRO (AFP) — The theft of ancient Egyptian treasures 
should be punishable by years of hard labour, the head of 
the country’s antiquities council said Sunday. “We want the 
maximum sentences possible because we feel that anyone 
who steals an antiquity is stealing the history of a nation,” 
Abdel Halim Nur Eddin told AFP. “Under current 
legislation the maximum sentence is three years in prison or 
a fine of 2,000 to 3,000 pounds ($590-5900) which is not 
enough to put dealers off.” A committee of experts has 
ebrawn up recommendations to amend the legislation and 
they will soon go before parliament,” Mr. Nureddin said. 
The comments came after the discovery of a major network 
smuggling the treasures to Britain. 



ASSAULT ON TUZLA: Bosnian Sorb soldiers cover their 
ears while firing heavy mortar shells from their positions on 
Mount Majevfea, which overlooks the Bosnian Muslim 
stronghold of Tuzla, some 160 kilometres north of the 


capital Sarajevo. Heavy fighting between MnsEm-fed Bos- 
nian government troops and Bosnian Serbs continues in die 
area (see inside) (AFP photo) 


Work under way on water project tenders 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Experts have 
started work on drawing up 
tender documents inviting 
offers to conduct feasibility 
studies on water projects cal- 
led for in the Jordan-Israeli 
peace treaty, and the bidding 
process for the projects could 
begin in April, senior Jorda- 
nian negotiator Munther 
Haddadin said Sunday. 

Dr. Haddadin, who heads 
the Kingdom’s negotiations 
on water-related issues, said 
die cost of the projects, 
which include two dams and 
diversion structures, was esti- 
mated at S535 million. 

The European Union (EU) 
is finan cing the feasibility stu- 
dies of the projects with a 
grant of 11 million European 
currency units (about $14 
million). The EU has also 
indicated that it would be 
willing to finance the con- 
structiou of the projects de- 
pending on the outcome of 
the feasibility studies. 

The financing wfl] be in the 


form of a loan from the Euro- 
pean Development Bank, 
the monetary arm of the EU, 
while the grant for the feasi- 
bility studies is coming direct- 
ly from the 15-nation Euro- 
pean bloc. 


The final touches to the 
EU grant were put during a 
visit His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan paid 
two weeks ago to Bonn, 
where he held talks with Ger- 
man Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
and Assistant European 
Commissioner Manuel 
Merin. Part of the talks was 
also attended by Israeli Fore- 
ign Minister Shimon Peres. 


receiving the bids, with the 
completion date for the stu- 
dies tentatively set as end of 
June. The construction of the 
projects will depend on 
securing financing and then 
the process of tradering the 
construction contracts. No 
dates were immediately avail- 
able for this process. 


tures and the desalination 
plant in addition to about 110 
milli on to 120 million cubic 
metres of water it is already 
using from the Yarmonk Riv- 


er. 


The peace treaty also calls 
for a desalination plant to be 
buOt in Israeli territory to 
provide 50 million cubic 
metres of water to Jordan 


Israel and Jordan agreed in 
February that the Jordan 
Valley Authority (JVA) will 
manage the projects. 

“A European consultant 
firm has already started 
drawing up the bid docu- 
ments and we expect the 
documents to be ready in a 
month,” Dr. Haddadin told 
'the Jordan Times. 

The contracts are expected 
to be awarded soon after 


every year. 

“This is an Israeli responsi- 
bility,” said Dr. Haddadin. 
Reports in the Israeli press 
have estimated the cost of the 
proposed plant at $50 mil- 
lion. 

Israel, whose annual per 
capita income aronnd 
$ 12 , 000 , does not qualify for 
outright assistance for the 
from the European 


The completion of all pro- 
jects is expected to take up re 
two years. 

In the meantime, work on 
a 3.5-kilometre pipeline to 
bring Lake Tiberias water in 
northern Israel to King 
Abdullah Canal in the Jordan 
Valley is expected to be com- 
pleted in May so that Jordan 
could start getting up to 30 
millio n cubic metres of water 
every year by May 15 as put 
of the 215 million cubic 
metres stipulated in the trea- 
ty- 


moo. 


The peace treaty provides 
for Jordan to get 215 milli on 
cubic metres of water 
through dams diversion strnc- 


The contract for the JD 3.5 
million pipeline is under- 
taken locally and paid for by 
the Jordanian government. 

The pipeline will bring 20 
milli on cubic metres of Lake 
Tiberias water between May 
15 and Oct. 15. Israel win 
provide another 10 million 
cubic metres. 


Israel 


seizes 2 


infiltrators 


GA2A (Agencies) — The 
Israeli army said on Sunday it 
captured twe *: mted guerril- 
las who crossed the border 
from Egypt trying to enter 
the autonomous Gaza Strip. 

Two other wanted Hamas 
men eluded the army and 
slipped into Gaza, it said. 

Hamas leads violent 
opposition to the 1993 Israeli- 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) peace deal, 
under which Israel banded 
over control of most of the 
Gaza Strip to Palestinians last 
May. Israeli forces continue 
re patrol a border strip be- 
tween Gaza and Egypt. 

“Two Palestinian armed 
members of Hamas wanted 
by Israeli security forces, 
were arrested by the army 
overnight as they attempted 
to enter the self-role area 
from Egyptian territory.” an 
army spokesman said. 

“Two others succeeded in 
escaping to the territory of 
the Palestinian Authority.” 

Israel has discovered hand- 
dug tunnels leading from one 
side of the border to the 
other, filling them to prevent 
Palestinians from crossing the 
border illidtiy. 

Palestinian police in Gaza 
said they released overnight a 
Hamas spiritual leader de- 
tained for questioning on Fri- 
day. 

Hamas bad strongly conde- 
mned the police for detaining 
Sheikh Mohammad Sham’a, 
preacher at a mosque in the 
Shad refugee camp. 

Palestinian police have de- 
tained* dozens of Hamas 
activists in a crackdown on 
Hamas, which has launched a 
series of deadly attacks on 
Israeli targets. 

Jewish communities in the 
Gaza Strip went on alert after 
the army reported that die 
two entered Gaza. 

A state of alert was de- 
clared in all Jewish communi- 
ties in the area, including 
Karem Shalom in Israel, set- 
tlers said. 

Under the accords that 
launched self-rule in the 
Gaza Strip and West Bank 
town of Jericho last May, 
Israel provides security at in- 
ternational borders and at 
Gaza’s Jewish settlements;-- 


Ali Mahdi says Aideed 
is bringing back chaos 


MOGADISHU (AFP) — 
Self-styled Somali President 
Ali Mahdi Mohammad 
lashed out here on Sunday 
against his bitter rival Gener- 
al Mohammad Farah Aideed, 
accusing him of leading 
Somalia back into chaos. 

Addressing a press confer- 
ence at his residence in north-’ 
ern Mogadishu, Mr. Ali 
Mahdi charged that General 
Aideed was trying re “lead 
Somalia into chaos again by 
undermining agreements 
reached in Mogadishu on 
Feb. 20 by our two main 
factions to minimise possibili- 
ties of war that led to the 
reopening of the port of 
Mogadishu.” 

Appealing to Somalis not 
to start killing each other, 
Mr. Ali Mahdi said Gen. 
Aideed bad showed reluct- 
ance to accept a broad-based 
national conference. 

“Our goodwill gesture has 
been undermined and all the 
agreements readied so for 
may collapse,’’ Mr. Ali 
Mahdi said in the first sign of 
an open disagreement be- 
tween him and Gen. Aideed 
since the departure 23 days 
ago of the last U.N. 
peacekeepers 

Mr. Ali Mahdi said that a 
committee negotiating the re- 
conciliation between his fac- 
tion and Gen. Aideed’s 
Somali National Alliance 


(SNA) had planned a meet- 
ing between him and Gen. 
Aideed on March 20 to mark 
the inauguration of Moga- 
dishu Regional Authority, 
where he would have 
announced the convening of 
a national reconciliation con- 
ference (NRC). 

“But unfortunately. Gen. 
Aideed came up with bis 
habitual absurdity of ignoring 
the will of the vast majority 
of Somalis, and 1 decided not 
to meet him until he accepts 
die convening of the NRC,” 
Mr. Ali Mahdi said. 

The north Mogadishu fac- 
tion leader also accused 
Gen. Aideed of making nega- 
tive propaganda by stating 
through his south 
Mogadishu-based radio that a 
conference the general had 
organised would soon name a 
new government. 

Mr. Ali Mahdi said that 
over 10 regional and 58 dis- 
trict councils were estab- 
lished and certified by the 
U.N. Operation in Somalia 
(UNOSOM), but none works 
yet because of lack of author- 
ity due to Gen. Aideed’s 
feet-dragging. 

“One can’t collect taxes 
without the ministry of fi- 
nance and you can’t have 
Mogadishu’s authority as well 
when you don’t have the 
minister of interior.” Mr. Ali 
Mahdi said. 


Rabbani 


in new 
offensive 


KADAI HAIDAR KHAN 
(AP) — Heavy artillery 
rounds blasted the mountain* 
southwest of Kabul on Sun- 
day as presidential troops 
launched a ground assault 
against the rival tali ban mili- 
tia. 

Behind the front lines, 
near the village of • Kadai 
Haidar Khan, about 17 
kilometres southwest of 
Kabul, President Burhanud- 
din Rabbani ’s men prepared 
for battle. 

With rocket launchers 
slung over their shoulders 
and automatic rifles at their 
feet, the soldiers recited a 
verse from the Holy Koran 
and prayed they would return 
safely. Then they piled 
aboard tanks and beaded to- 
wards the front-line about 10 
kilometres away. 

Government soldiers are 
pitted against the Talibans, a 
group made up mostly of 
former Islamic theology stu- 
dents. 

“We want to break their' 
front line and posh them 
out,” said AbduUab, a De- 
fence Ministry spokesman 
.who uses only one name. 

The government claimed 
to have captured several Tali- 
ban positions in the moun- 


(Contfamed on page 7) 


U.S'., N. Korea silent 
on nuclear reactor talks 


BERLIN (R) — The United 
States and North Korea on 
Sunday ended a second day 
of talks aimed at breaking a 
deadlock over the fritu rr of 
Pyongyang’s nuclear prog- 
ramme with both sides de- 
chning re say whether any 
progress was made. 

U.S. and North Korean 
delegations met at North 
Korea’s old embassy to the 
former communist East Ger- 
many for more than three 
hoars to try to slavage a 
crucial U.S. -backed plan to 
steer Pyongyang away from 
building nuclear weapons. 

A North Korean spokes- 
man said the two sides would 
meet again at 10 a.m. (0800 
GMT) on Monday at the 
U.S. mission in eastern Ber- 
lin. 

‘They will not be meeting 
again this afternoon. Talks 
will resume tomorrow," the 
spokesman said. 

A diplomatic source said 
the two delegations spent the 
rest of the day working with 
their respective teams and 
possibly contacting their 
capitals. Negotiations were 
scheduled to last until 
Wednesday at the earliest. 

The Berlin talks stem from 
a key U.S.-North Korean 
accord signed in Geneva last 
October under which Pyon- 
gyang pledged to freeze its 
nuclear programme and stop 


building two new graphite- 
moderated reactors. 

In exchange, the commun- 
ist state was promised safer 
light-water H— paid fiv by 
a consortium of the United 
States, South- Korea and 
Japan in a package which will 
cost them $4.5 billion. 

Graphite reactors produce 
more of the plutonium that 
can be used for making nuc- 
lear arms. 

The agreement averted a 
serious crisis over North 
Korea's atomic industry, 
which the West suspected 
was a cover for a secret nuc- 
lear arms programme. 

Concern began to emerge 
in 1992 when inspectors from 
the Vienna-based Interna- 
tional Atomic Energy Agen- 
cy (IAEA) reported that 
North Korea had more pluto- 
nium than it was admitting. 

The Berlin talks were snag- 


ged on Pyongyang’s opposi- 
tion to accepting light-water 


reactors from its arch-rival 
South Korea. 

North Korean negotiators, 
led by top foreign trade offi- 
cial Kim Jong-U, have ruled 
out South Korean technology 
ever since tire Berlin round of 
technical talks began last 
September. 

Pyongyang favours a nuc- 
lear plant model from Ger- 
many's Siemens, or from the 
United States or France. 


Lack of funding threatens Iraq relief programmes 


By Cathy King 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Relief prog- 
rammes providing the Iraqi 
people with baric needs 
since the imposition of Un- 
ited Nations Security 
Council sanctions against 
Iraq in August 1990, face 
collapse if international 
donors do not crane up 
with financing, an rid offi- 
cial has warned. 

At a meeting in Geneva 
last week, U.N. agencies 
and non-governmental 
organisations (NGOs) 
appealed for $188 million, 
but head of Care Australia 
Brian Doolan estimated 
the total amount re arise 
from the call would be ab- 
out $25 million. 

“The economic isolation 
of Iraq has resulted in a 
humanitarian emergency,” 
Mr. Doolan said. “The cur- 


rent isolation cannot be 
continued unless the inter- 
national community is pre- 
pared to address the huma- 
nitarian needs of the peo- 
ple of Iraq." 

He noted that the huma- 
nitarian programme in Iraq 
was set up when U.N. 
members voted for it after 
imposing international 
sanctions against Iraq fol- 
lowing its August 1990 in- 
vasion of Kuwait. 

Mr. Doolan, who' 
attended the Geneva meet- 
ing, told the Jordan Times: 
“The U.N. humanitarian 
programme aims to address 
problems and was designed 
so people didn't suffer from 
long-term hardships.” 

But today the same U.N. 
members who originally 
voted for the relief prog- 
ramme are not extending 
support for it, he said. 

Children, Mr. Doolan 


said, are the most vulner- 
able group exposed to the 
devastating effects of the 
sanctions. 

“Children will cany the 
legacy of the sanctions. 
Children with malnutrition 
cannot learn," he said, 
adding that a representa- 
tive of Medical Aid for Iraq 
told the Geneva meeting 
that all children presented 
at duties showed mild to 
severe malnutrition. 

In addition, he said, non- 
functional sewerage and 
sanitation facilities are 
leading to children using 
playground areas as toilets. 

Classroom facilities are 
poor with a “chronic” lack 
of paper, blackboards and 
desks. “Children are sitting 
five to six at a desk. Even if 
there was paper to write 
on, there isn’t enough 
space to do so,” he said. 

“There are no toilet 


bowls, no school books, 
and no glass in tbe win- 
dows. We're re penalising 
the children, stopping them 
fronr getting an education. 
Do we want an ignorant 
Iraq?" 

Clare Australia, which 
represents Care Interna- 
tional in Iraq, is one of two 
international, permanent 
NGOs operating in central 
and southern Iraq under 
offidal agreements with the 
Iraqi government. 

Care International was 
established after World 
War n and now consists of 
11 member nations. Care 
Australia, set op in 1987, is 
one of those member na- 
tions and represents the 
whole agency in Iraq, Ye- 
men Mauritania and Jor- 
dan, ere its regional 
office l loca’jd. 

The agency is a major 
implemeiv ng partner for 


U.N. agendes, providing 
them logistical support for 
the distribution of kerosene 
and food in the north of die 
country. The agency also 
carries out roaa repairs. 

U.N. agencies working in 
Iraq indude the United Na- 
tions Children’s Fund (UN- 
ICEF), the United Nations 
High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR), the 
United Nations Educations 
al, Scientific and Cultural 
Organisation (UNESCO), 
the World Food Program- 
me (WFP), the World 
Health Organisation 
(WHO) and the Depart- 
ment of Humanitarian 
Affairs. 

In 1994, the U.N. inter- 
agency humanitarian prog- 
ramme for Iraq sought S288 
million to aadress basic 
needs, but it only received 
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Flowers claims 
Clinton did Inhale 




NEW YORK (AP) _ G». 
offer Flowers knew BiD Qjg.' 
ton as an occasional majj. 
juana smoker who carried hj 
own joints and once talked 
about getting high 0B 
cocaine, according to eg. 
ceipts from her new book k 
New York magazine. “Bytfe 
way. he most certainly $4 
inhale,” Flowers writes q 
“passion and betrayal." 

When asked about the book 
Saturday. Mr. Clinton's 
spokesman Mike McCam 
said, “the White House is not 
going to comment on an 
cash-for-trash stories.” Mr. 
Clinton denies Ms. Flowed 
claim that they bad a 12 -year 
affair ending in 1989. The 
excerpts, in the magazine's 
April 3 issue, mostly focus oa 
Mr. Clinton and drugs, 
“When he casually put 
hand in his pants pocket and 
pulled out a joint one night, { 
was startled but kept silent," 
she wrote. “I thought bo* 
foolish it was of him to cany 
marijuana around, but it was 
typical of his bulletproof atti- 
tude.” 
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Prince Charles 
in deal with 
Disney 
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LONDON (R) — Britain's 
Prince Charles has agreed to 
a deal with the U.S. Wah 
Disney Studios re market a 
video of a cartoon be wrote 
25 years ago, a newspaper 
said. The Sunday Times said 
the heir to the throne and the 
Hollywood company negoti- 
ated the deal, whidi could 
bring the prince more than £1 
million (SI . 6 million), last 
November in Los Angeles 
after the prince attended a 
film premiere there. “Tbe 
Legend Of Lochnagar, which 
the prince wrote to amuse his 
brothers when they were 
small boys, is set to join the 
cartoon successes of the Watt 
Disney Studio: Mickey 
Mouse, Dumbo, the Jungle 
Book and the Lion King,” 
the newspaper said. The, 
story of the selfish cave dwel- 
ler who mends his ways when 
he is reduced to a three-inch 
(7.62 cm) tall creature, war 
animated by tbe Dave Ed- 
wards Studio in Wales and 
shown on British televiskMun 
1993. • 
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Minister who 
lost memory 
may lose post 


HONIARA (AFP) — A 
Solomon Islands cabinet 
minister who lost his memory 
in a car accident is likely to 
lose his post, Solomons 
Broadcasting reported Sun- 
day. Energy Minister Erie 
Seri suffered bead injuries in 
the accident last November: 
According to Health Minister 
Gordon Mara, Mr. Seri * 
medically unfit to continue as 
a member of parliament. Mr- 
Mara said the energy mum- 
ter’s future will be decided by 
Governor General Moses 
Pitakaka and Prime Minister 
Solomon Mamaloni. 
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Chocolate addicts 
got a real kick 
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CAIRO (AFP) — An Egyp- 
tian chocolate factory owner 
put drags into his product to 
try to hook clients, a govern- 
meat newspaper reported. 
The owner, who was not 
named by the Akhbar Al- 
Yom daily, called the brand 
’’Sublime Garden” and 
hoped to make a fortune, put 
the chocolate sold in Bank* 
province; 50 kilometres (30 
miles) north of Cairo, turned 
children pale and gave tbe® 
convulsions. Their parents 
complained to the authorities 
who launched an invedii# 
tion. Police discovered that 
drugs were mixed into tbe 
bars of chocolate and 
arrested the man, who bad 4 
record of drug-trafficking- 
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Another Dhaka 
English dally 
hits news stands 
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DHAKA (AFP) - The in- 
dependent, Dhaka’s seven® 
English-language daily, 
the newsstand Sunday coi fr 
riding with the celebration^ 

Bangladesh’s 24 th 
race Day. With a 
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paper is edited by Syefl-w 

Mabboob Alam ChowdlW^v 
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and owned by Be^xinicO^ ^ ^ 
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Media Ltd., a subsidiary 
the country’s leadtagBo^^v,' 
co industry and 

house. It joins Bangladesh?*^ ~ 
extensive press, that ! 

some 45 listed dailies in Db* t-i .'&•.«< 1 ; 
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